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"Wild air, world-mothering air, 
Nestling us everywhere . .. " 
"We shall not cease from exploration . . . " 
"Forward, forward let us range 
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Let the great world spin forever down 
the ringing grooves of change" . .. ~ ~~ 
"wherethro' gleams that untravell'd 4 ~ D 
world/ Whose margin fades for ever and ."' , 

~or ever when we move.~ We cannot rest --........A-.,. ---.u 
from travel" ... "our wings are wet with ranging." 

--Medley of Hopl<ins, Eliot, Tennyson 

TOM CREATES CD; KARL PLAYS CLARK 
The Capital Times Friday, October 24, 2003* ---

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The valley where the Niobrara and Missouri rivers meet is seen from a hilltop at Niobrara State Park in northeast 
Nebraska in September. This is the area where the youngest member of the lewis and Clark expedition almost died 
of starvation when he got lost for 16 days. 

Madison native 
builds re-creation 
of Lewis & Clark 

journal on CD 

Thomas Schmidt, a Madison · 
native and veteran researcher 

of the lewis and Clark trip, 
has created a two-CO re­

creation of the expedition's 
journal. leading listeners, as 

Clark, is his father, Karl, 
well-known to Badgers for his 

Wisconsin Public Radio 
" Chapter a Day" readings. 

See EXPLORER , Page 2.. 
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Explorers 
• Continued from Page L 

A vear before the bicentennial of their 
depanure, we're already in the middle 
of something like a Lewis and Clark 
craze. Now a Madison native, a veteran 
researcher of their trip, has created the 
next closest thing to Lewis and Clark 
dnual reality. 

Lewis and Clark ... hip? This year 
alone, a dozen books about the expedi­
tion have come out, recounting how 
President Thomas Jefferson long con­
sidered an exploration of what Tom 
Schmidt calls a vast blank spot. 

many near-~ses, the expedition 
returned to St. Louts on Sept ~3. 1806. 
having lost only one man dunng the 
entire expedition. 

It's the third Lewis and Clark project 
for Schmidt, who wrote the 1998 
"National Geographlc Guide to the 
Lewis & Clark Trail" and in 1999 co­
authored "The Saga of Lewis & Clark: 

"Listening to Lewis & Clark: 

"The best maps of the day showed the 
Rocky Mountains as a theoretical line 
down the middle of a whlte expanse of 
- they knew not what," Schmidt says. 
"They knew the longitude at whlch the 
continent ended and the ocean began," 
and that was about it 

Into the Uncharted West.~ He spent 18 
months reading the expedition's 
unabridged journals and personally 
driving, hiking, paddJjng and can1ping 
along the trail. And so, on May 14, 1804, Capt. 

Dispatches from the Voyage of 
Dtc;co,·ery~ is a two-CO re-creation of 
the expedition's journal, adapted by 
Thomas Schmidt. The 2It.l-hour set, 
which sells for $21 95 and is being 
released by Bridger Press, was pro­
duced in Madison. More than a record­
ed book but not quite an audio drama, 
it features original music and sound 
effects that inspire 'visions of the 
explorers' trek. "Listening to Lewis & 
Clark" is performed by Wisconsin 
Public Radio veterans Jim Fleming and 
Karl Schmidt, Tom Schmidt's father. 

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark set 
out to find a land route to the Pacific 
Ocean, to explore the area bought in 
the Louisiana Purchase. They and their 
Corps of Discovery started at St. Louis, 
went up the Missouri River, crossed 
North Dakota, and with the help of 
their legendary American Indian guide, 
Sacagawea, climbed the high Rocky 
Mountains and traveled down the 
Columbia River to the Pacific. Despite 

He graduated from West High School 
in 1977 and from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison in 1983. After work­
ing as a news and feature reporter for 
The Milwaukee Journal, Schmidt wrote 
for the National Geographic Society's 
book division for six years, before 
being tapped to write its Lewis and 
Clark guide, whlch historian Stephen 

Ambrose said he "recom­
mended without reservation.~ 

Today, Schmidt lives with 
his wife and two children in 
Bozeman, Mont. , where he's 
working on several new guides 
for the National Geographlc 
Society. 

Schmidt's books and Am· 
brose's 1996 bestseller "Un­
daunted Courage: Meriwether 
Lev.i.s, Thomas Jefferson and 
the Opening of the American 
West" have since been joined 
bv countless others. Just in 
2003 have come books focus­
mg solely on topics such as the 
expedition's food, geology and 
maps. There's been the inevita­
ble Ken Bums PBS documen­
tary, and even a recent "Lewis 
& Clark for Dummies." 

Perhaps one reason for the 
explorers' new popularity has 
more to do with ourselves than 
v.ith their Corps of Discovery. 
We're reinterpreting their chal­
lenges to mimic our own. 

Thus a massive Time maga­
zine special report in 2002 was 
able to analyze why the two 
were the perfect "co-CEOs " 

Schmidt sees a greater fasci-

nation, though, thanks to a re­
appraisal of Lev.i.s and Clark as 
inadvertent cultural anthropol­
ogists. 

"With our generation," he 
says, "I think, we are seeing 
the West partly through the 
eyes of those who lived here 
for thousands of years before 
Lev.i.s and Clark" - the Amer­
ican Indians. "And that en­
riches the expedition. We no 
longer see it from simply the 
Anglo point of view." 

The journals, he says, were 
written "in such fascinating de­
tail that it isn't dry. You've got 
the concrete facts, concrete 
descriptions of the land, and 
descriptions of the people they 
met. For most of us, that's a 
rich rediscovery of a frontier. I 
think that from our perspective 
now, we have a hunger for new 
frontiers." 

There's humor in Schmidt's 
audio re-creation, and plenty of 
high adventure. Listeners vi­
cariously join Mandan Indians 
for a winter buffalo hunt, battle 
grizzly bears, and make an ar-

'* ~all~, ~ot-St~< 

ht.t~! 

duous 18-mile portage around 
the Great Falls of the Missouri 
River, all with appropriate 
sounds. 

• • • 

Sales for the COs, ftrst re­
leased in April at sites 
along the expedition 

route, have exceeded expecta­
tion, Schmidt says. 

"People seem to be very 
hungry for something they can 
just pop into their CD player as 
they see some of the Lev.i.s and 
Clark trail - or just cope with 
commuter traffic," he says. 

Schmidt continues to ex­
plore that trail as a personal 
guide for others, and he hopes 
to put together another CD in­
spired by the expedition, a col­
lection of authentic American 
Indian songs the explorers 
would have heard. 

Schmidt voices linking com­
mentary in the recordings. 

"Grandma had a favorite doll when she was your age. 
But, with no explanation, that doll was taken away from her and 

sent to live with some cousins in Wichita. n 

Leading listeners, as C'lark, t.<; 
Karl Schmidt, well-known to 
Badgers for his Wisconsin Pub­
lic Radio "Chapter a Day" read· 
ings. 

"It's almost like a documen­
tary with narration, because 
everything is taken from the 
journals," Karl Schmidt says of 
the project. "It was a real blast 
to do it. I got acquainted with 
my kid in a way I hadn't been 
before." 

Tom Schmidt notes, how­
ever, that he isn't a complete 
stranger to audio drama. He 
worked with his father on Na­
tional Public Radio's long-run­
ning "Earplay" dramatic series 
"Until my voice changed," he 
adds, "at whlch point there 
were many more child actors ' 
far more qualified." 

"Listening to Lewts & 
Clark: Dispatches from the 
Voyage of Discouery " ts $21 95 
and is auailable at bookstores 
and from Bridger Press, 
www.bndgerpress.com. 
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Moving on 

Staff photo by Jom Urquhan 

Beloiters Craig and Betty Gronau and their border collie preserve it from development that 1s taking place m the 
Jazmyn make the1r way past a corn seed house from the Gateway Project. The structure, wh1ch was painted by a 
Dougan family farm on Colley Road in Beloit Monday. Beloit College art class, will be moved to Stateline Road 
The seed house, which is on a trailer, will be moved to by Beloit-based R.J. Hallett House Mov1ng firm. 

The seed house is now at Gene Shepherd's seed place; he farmed Chez Nous from •I H L +o ALL 1. 
Dad's retirement till last year. We're planning to repaint Frank Boggs's sun-burst, maybe --~ Cv 
more. When Chez Nous house moves to near Clinton (to a family with 4 kids!) that'll -l-06 vuu.< I.. VVICI..teV'Il:::: 
make front pages too, and Brad Ewald is going to film it. It's up on girders, ready to go, ~ W..fo ot-~e t-1-c!!LL:'s- ~ s ::> 

waiting for the ground to freeze. Sad, but wonderful! -r:: .....w.-; t tje:J-ou:t-}~ 
~~, 

On the move 

'· 

Staff photo by Jtm Urquhan 

Crews from Beloit-based R.J. Hallett Beloit College art class, was moved from 
House Movmg carry a seed house down Colley Road to County P east of 
Gateway Boulevard in Beloit Tuesday. Interstate 90 to make way for 
The seed house, wh1ch was painted by a development in the Gateway Project • 

5 Fee~) vi .fO-ra. per­
"SoJA.~ kllo--~~oa6 
w S/u5 --a..4'~ D-;~LU#! 
~~ Lc.evi~ )'ti\.(1~ ~-· 
~ .L---··:h~·~J be/ove.J f?,o, 
~ ~AL .. ~,: .. ~ 
~ T;k.t~; 1 r~;:i. 
I - - I deA..A- d.~ lJi. 
t.-e VI~ J' -'l' iJ cc/~ttaU.f! Sof,J..-f.A.l-/a.w",,.., $0 . I 

f3il/ A-ti Her. j50"~JU2..je>lc:e 
LV- /-ta-r ~'r~~ .. ~,. ~~-~'~~( 
.p Li~~tdo. ~tL4 h~ · 



the empty nest newsletter volume xxii no 1 p4 

UIS Writers Publish Novels 

I've trumpeted my own books aplenty in this newspaper; last time I trumpeted 
Rodd's Capital Murder. This issue I feature LaVerne and Carol, and talk about 
others' writings, too: But first an article from: 

SUMMER 2003 

A Ne1-. \feller of the U of I rott11tlatm11 anti 
Pnvl/11! G/1'/llg m helwlf of th<· 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT SPRINGFIELD 

that says good things about my students' work, and also trumpets me as a 
teacher! Martha's book, Dispatch to Death, is now out; many of you are receiving 
it for Christmas; she dedicates it to me. Also, Gary Smith's Blood Shadows, 
some haunting, some hilarious stories he's written over the years in my classes, 
many published separately, which he's pulled together into a book. (Some of the 
plays weren't with me.) He dedicates to a friend, then adds, "with special thanks 
to Jackie Jackson--writer, teacher, friend-who opened the closet door, coaxed 
forth Denise, Elmira, Finn, Fergus, and all the others-gave us the courage to 
take a front row seat in her classroom-loved us-and made us proud ." Christy 
Cameron has a very funny romance that will be published soon. Jeanne Handy's 
environmental essays are finding their way into magazines, and she just had a 
lovely, poetic feature in Illinois Times, on Lincoln Gardens. Yosh Golden's Asian­
American stories, with her birth at Manzinar prison camp, and her mother's 
friends and family obliterated at Hiroshima, are shaping up into a book. So, in the 
idiom of this newsletter, many birds are coming home to roost, and I have some 
promising new students, too, from my last class this fall--which may well be my 
last UIS class. I tell my students that I see myself as a midwife, though Carol 
Manley says she thinks I'm sometimes a sperm donor. I do want to say: I have 
been particularly blessed to land in a job which I have loved and where I could 
be effective--which is denied to so many people-and that, as many of you know, 
I owe to Bill Perlmutter, one of the primary shapers of the nascent SSU, who 
said, "Let's get you professional." To him I am forever grateful. 

H d Jackie Jackson focused on what 
was wrong with Martha Miller's work 
ather than what was right, the former 

student's novel, Nine Nights on the Windy Tree, 
would never have been finished, much less 
published. 

For her f01mer student Rodd Whelpley, 
Jackson's persistence made all the difference. 
Even after she had retired, the UIS English 
professor kept driving him to produce new 
chapters until his mystery, Capital Murder, was 
solved. Capital Murder, which tells the story of a 
detective. who's out to find the murderer of a 
state senator's stepdaughter, was published this 
year. The novel is the first written by Whelpley, 
who edited UIS public policy books and acted as 
a contributing editor for Illinois Issues magazine. 

Miller and Whelpley are just two of the many 
writers the UIS professor emerita has hclpcu 

shepherd creative works to publication. ln fact, 
the final novel-writing class Jackson taught at 
UIS before her retirement in 2000 led to the 
publication o f three, and soon perhaps four, 
full-length books. And during the class, Jackson 
herself worked on her second memoir collection 

' 

More Stories from the Round Bam, which was 
published in 2002. 

"I don't know how I got so 
lucky as to be in one of 
Jackie's classes," says 
Miller, a Springfield writer 
who now has to her credit 

several works of fiction and 
writing awards. "I'm a bit 
dyslexic so I was a te rrible 
speller, but Jackie would 
ignore it and focus on what 
was good about what I was 
writing." 

Jackson looked beyond bad 
spelling, sloppy or single-spaced 
papers, to find what Miller calls 

"the meat and potatoes." 
Miller, who has retired from a bank job and 

~J t now makes her living by writing and teaching 
£ ~ E: writing, says, "She has a really good eye for know­
f !f ing what is the important element in the writing. 

i ~ ~~~.~r~~ ~~\~~.~~~d:O~~~~~~:i::~:~ ~~~~~~:-
~ "" publish.' I sent it out and they snapped it up." 
~ ' ~ ~·- ~~P· . 
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I give up. How to chronicle the Adventure 
of the Summer when it took Gillian dozens 
of dense pages! A thrilling saga! So I'm going 
for pix, and saying that it was hot, hot, hot in 
Mexico fitting out the boat, and they ran into 
lots of problems, and improved their Spanish, 
and outran a hurricane on the way up the Baja 
coast, and traveled with whales, but safely got 
to San Francisco, and are still good buddies! 
They will now put in lots of effort fixing the cat­
amaran up so it is in really good shape, and 
what adventures then? If you want the whole 
boggling story, email Gillian and she will send it 

gilltO..... ti net.{ f9cl. c""". 
( ~ilh4t.. F~rra.N.;:{J'&}1Jv fj?l'l~'l) 
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THIS OLD BOAT ... 

(Ed's Dream Boat!) 
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Nine Nights on the Windy Tree was written 

under Jackson's guidance. The murder mystery, 
which features one of Miller's nontraditional 
heroines, a young, black, lesbian lawyer who is a 
recovering alcoholic/cocaine addict, was picked 
up by New Victoria Publishers, Inc., in Vermont, 
published in 2000, and has since been translated 
into o ther languages. 

Miller inscribed a copy of the novel for 
Jackson as follows: "The best thing that ever 
happened to me was when you took me under 
your wing. One red pencil and this book wouldn't 
have gotten written. Thanks for all you taught me 
and for being my friend." 

Miller's next mystery, Dispatdz to Death, 
which features a 47-year-old female cab driver 
who stumbles into a murder mystery, is due out in 

the fall. It is one of the novels produced in the 
last novel-writing class of Jackson's. Also pub­
lished was LaVerne Smith's memoir: The Cats 
Meow: The Story of a Veterinary-Girl-Friday-Wife. 
Jackson's copy of the book is inscribed: "To 
Jackie, the greatest friend in my writer"s world, 
a fairyland she helped me enter." 

Ahou11he Awhor 
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For Whelpley, Jackson's generosity as a read­
er is invaluable. "She would really get involved 
with the stories." 

Jackson says the entire class was intrigued by 
Whelpley's story line as it unfolded. 

"All of us wanted to see what would happen. 
Rodd has such talent," Jackson says. "Once 1 saw 
that, I knew my job with Rodd was to keep him 
going." 

Whelpley says, laughing, "With Jackie, you sign 
up for one class and you get a teacher for life." 

She kept pushing him, and he kept chuming 
out chapters. 

"1 didn't want to disappoint her," Whelpley 
says. "It was so much easier to have a chapter done 
than to say, 'I don't have anything to show you."' 

He and Miller agreed they.shared the class 
with several other gifted writers whose books 
were worthy of publication. 

"Here's my theory about writing: It's like ten­
nis. You're only as good as the person you're 
playing. You're not going to stretch for the hard 
shots if they're not hitting them," Miller says. "In 
some of those last classes, it was like playing U1c 
Williams sisters." A 

! .1\'nnt· Smith ,,·n t ~s !rom tht• \'ll'\\ 

o( .1 "it't• .~~~i~ung hl'r husband who 
pr.1.t l(t•d '~ll'nn.•ry mt'di, in~ !rom 
lht••r homt• "'h1k tht'\ r.ml'd li\t'thd· 
d,,·n .1 nd lr.llnt•d h\'~ · 111 llllt'111S. \ hl' 
d~, l.llt'' hc1 lr(c h.1d 11 <'' n .1 dull nHl· 
nwn1. !'>ht• t'.Hlll'd .1 b.1 .:h ~ lor\ tkgrt't' 
• 11 ·'f!t Clll .111d h,,, '''llt'd .111 .'iOlll !Ill' 
L nll,·d ..,1.11<'' · 

LaVerne took this self-photo for a photog.class, 30 self portraits due by 9 a.m. 
She was getting pretty frazzled! This is probably #29. I love it! Writing this 
bo?k was tremendous therapy for Laverne, for J.J. was slowly dying of Alz­
hei":Jer's, and she got down so much richness of their happy life together . 
Earlier, I called on both of them for vet advice for my Round Barn books. 

The heady news on Carol Manley, who's finally completed her M.A .. (~icking and 
screaming all the way), is that this fall, in the Writer~ ~igest compet1t1on of ~ome 
20,000 entries, SHE WON, in her division of Short Ftct1on, 1st Pr1ze, 3r~ Pnze, 
an Honorable Mention, and in Creative Nonfiction, an Honorable Mention. Her 
M.A. Writing Portfolio is 280 pages and Razak, her advisor, is delirious. Me, too! 

/ 

Update on Stories and More Stories: They both seem to be doing okay; I got a nice royalty ( 
check, and there have been good area writeups though n?t the wider publi~ity for ~ore th~t t~ere • C)~ 
was for Stories. My conclusion is, it hasn't been much rev1ewed. People enJoyed J1m Flemmg s 
reading over Wisconsin Public Radio, and bought books! A number of ~eaders. have told m~ they ~ ~ 
think book 2 is better than the first. And I sell a lot out of my trunk. Heres ordenng data agam: 
Bookstores· Northwestern U. Press; the Internet. But if you buy from me, I offer 60% of list (which 
is $30) plus' postage, no tax or handling. I'll bill you when I send the book(s). Great gifts II 

Order Blank for More Stories ($18.50) (or for Stories - $18.50 hardback, $10 paper) from JJ: Name! ____________________________________________________ _ 

Address;~--...,---------:--:-----:--"7.:"----:::--~--::::------------------
~ Number of copies Autographed? __ To whom?----~,7"':""':.:-:-------:----::---

~j 'io"" \le· Book mail? (Quite cheap) __ first class? (More expensive)_ Ill bill yo.~ when I se~d the 
):( o.o'fr.fl. order. MaiL Jackie Jackson, 816 N. Fifth St., Springfield, IL 62702; Ema11: jjackson@ws.edu. 
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