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EDITOR'S CHO IC E 

* The charming tale 
of a lost rural life 

STORIES FROM 
THE ROUND BARN 
By Jacqueline Dougan 
Jackson 
TriQuarterly Books, 249 
pages, $24.95 

J ackson mixes biography 
and oral history into more 

, than a charming tale of a 
lost rural life. This engaging 
work of creative nonfiction 
places this unusual barn at the 

center of her family's dairy farm 
near Beloit, Wis., and uses it as 
a place to view the hardship and 
danger - as well as the rich 
pleasures - of a fascinating 
history. 

Elizabeth Taylor 

t _t No e the tex• ~ys "more han cMrmlnlf' I'd prefer ttle 
!teaohne t•) sa•J 'rooust ~rone.; 'or even 'raunGn•L · tMugn 
tt.ey're not all raunchy ;J,-,d my editor' left out tt.~ raun( t,itst. 
"Charm11Y.! hl"'?d ?ound~ :o Mmt•u-pamtHJ. Eut I ~:nn 't t-itchin 

COWCULAT IONS, by DR. MU 
Kenosha. P1of Don Plele of U. of \'\''is .. p.jrkside, 
discovered stories fron-~ the Round Barn. used it 
o'Y'ith his book club. and also w1th his column in a 
compt ter journal, Ouar.tum. A vvinsorne covv. Dr. 
Mu, posed .J senes .:.f orobler.-.s .. ~.e st ·3olve(1 v1ith 
o computer aigorar.,r .... :,t.,:.ut n;oving the rour.d 
barn. for a contest for thE le.Jders. T~1e pri:e for 
the "srnoothe:.t .-nove"--.:, book. ll1e art1cle .Jlso 
told at.C•ul 'r·/t-:;son Dougan. ~·he "The A1ms oJf 
This Farm." and Dr. r1u e\1en .--vrote an aooropriate 

Spfld IL . But could do better~ It started off 
w1tt1 great blurbs, great rev1ev·ts, many of you 
responded mBgn:flcently to the publlclty bl1t2 1 

sent out last fell, The Ch1cago Tnb chose 1t es 
MEdltor's Cho1ce" for Dec. 7, vvh1ch see: (the f1rst 
Ed's Ch01 ce Northwe<;tern U Press has had) and 
the Press 'Nas dazzled! Unfortunately, although 
my ed1tor had ~sked for a f1rst pnnting of 5000 
copies, they d1d only 3, and ran out of books well 
before the hol1days, thus rmssing many sales. By 
the t 1 me the pn nters managed a 2nd pr1 nt mg 1 t 
was the end of .JanuanJ, ~nd so v·le'd also m1ssed 
most of the sale~ that were generated by the 
bool(s being read O'Jer \l'lJscons10n Publlc RadJo's 
Chapter-A-Da':J, :n early J8nuary And, though 
the book was re•newed wel I, 1t wasn't reviewed 
WlGely. Tr1e N~1 T1me~ turned 1t down, calltng 1t 
·of r~gl•Jnal :nterest"l The second pnntmg has 
been sellmg stead1ly but modestly. !'d like a 3rd 
pnntmg before these holldays, hence I'm cast1ng 
a ¥/ide net '..Vlth my newsletter and hope you·n e 
ga1n cons1oer using '=:tones from the Round Barn 
for holJday g1f•.s and otherw1se. I'm not mteres
ted :n the boof<seller's prof1t, end right now we 
have no Darn to save, for \"''hich project ',Ye were 
heretot ore using the prof1 t, so 1 f you order from 
me, I'll sena the book for what 1t costs me --$16 
end postage. A STEAL! See my handy dandy blank. 

t10KD6R"S> I~ 
Mo.J l~t>IA) w is I 

~ 
I as+ Do OSI.4\ her. 
~l-.os-e >to\"'t€S' 

Each December, we pick a handful of gift 11 I 
books - books that we'd like to give. 

books that we'd like to get-- and discount I 
them 30% for the month, in order to make it 

your holiday shopping more affordable. I 
ooem. If ant:~ c umput~r r~~.j tl·.met i c i::,n ·r:. ant; to a.s ~"'"' l \ There's a.lways a good group to choose I 
try the Drob1ems, CliCk (OV·.'C,AitJtP)r•3 .;t Dr. 5~~!· ( 1~ t ... )from; pubhs~er.ssavesomeoftheirnicest. I 

Pie l~:'s web<:i te. http./ /usaco.uw P.euu . oR. ~VI---W t>efcttl. •, f~~-... . ~t and often quirkiest, books for the fall book : 
~ \ l ~- season. Here are eight books that we 

Stories f rom tlte Round Barn ~ r-1);· 1 ~""' . 1~~'_ l~' ·~~ particularly liked (and don't forget to look 
• I.\ e. ) ' ed -........ ~.~ for our three cooking selections, on display I 

by Jacqueline Dougan Jackson drmU.@'CS , ~p. V..f ..,· ,, ~~j in the cooking section) .... 

(TriQuarterly Books, $24.95 list price, $17.47 through Decemb ., - ·~============~ 
Stories from the Round Barn-- Jacqueline Dougan Jackson's gathering ot tales and memo1r trom her famll} farm 

near Beloit -- is every bit the equal of the finest personal memoirs of recent years. Hard to have made the book so 
memorable, no doubt, since the author's story is not traumatic, as many of these recent memoirs have been. But it sticks 
in the mind nonetheless. Much of it is the style, which makes the daily life of this farm-- with its rare round barn-- come 
vividly to life. Jackson's writing is sharp, with an excellent memory for the telling details, and an unerring sense of the 
right way to tell a story, or recount a conversation. She recreates a varushmg way of life, and brings to life a cast of 
characters that you'll come to care for. Some of these stories have been read on "Chapter-A-Day": this book 1s long 
overdue. and a wonderful gift for those who love memoirs, nature or farming, or just good writing. 



TljE EMPTY NE5T NEWSLEIIEB YQj.Xvn NQ2.. P2. 
How·s THE BIG BOOK GOING? WELL, SLOW. 

(And f won·t bug you to buy this one) 
Many of you know that Stori t?S is part of a 1 arger 
who 1 e, The Round Bern. a 1 ;o tu be pub 1 i shed by 
Northwestern U. Press, when I get it done, which 
is supposed to be June 1 of ne~t ~JHlr. But fun 
t1me teacrting (even wah a mudicum of time off) 
end everything Else thGt's goin~ Gn, plus the im
possible state of my study--see all tt1e Shoe 
cartoons ir. ENNL over the ~Jean--make the pro
gress fitful!. If not .June 1, it will surely be 
fm1shed by tr1e end of the summer. The problem 
is, too, wherE to say enough's enough. In clearing 
out Che: Nous drawers, I've come on all 3orts of 
valuable material I've never seen before--our 
great grandfather's 'Ni 11, for instance. and more 
ancient letters with interesting details to 
incorporate mtG tt"ie already massive work. I do 
need a secretary--but where to find one? And 
more importantly, the time to wor~< with one? 

WHY NOT RETIRE, JUST WORK ON THE BIGGIE? 
. 

Good question. 

I SAW LOTS OF FRIENDS 
The English Department out on a beautiful auto
graphing part~ f.Jr ine, at UIS, many, many came! 
Everyone knew what a long labor of love th1s 
boo~( wa3. And then Northvvestern U. Pre-:>s hetd 
parties in Evanston, Champa . . Mt Horeb (Wis) 
and of course Beloit, and it wa3 wonderful to 
see so many old friends. And many more of you 
wrote me, requesting the book, and reporting 
later how you liked it. Thank you, thank you! 

"I'm ~-c'l)· .-~m.Jorftlhle with my bO'I.Iinity. • • 

SORRY STATE OF THE ACTUAL BARN 
Beloit I could wnte a whole issue on what's 
hapDened to tne t•arn A grassroots nuc 1 eus 
arose to save 1t, we were tohj 1t had to be 
move•t we secured I an•j lit'arby on U)e t.hnJwey, 
got an organization gomg (Frien•Js of the Dougan 
Rouna Barn), were wnt1ng gr.:~nts, r.:Jising money 
I had a oiue-nbbon advisory panel 11ned up of 
i_nf1uent1a1 folk--iocal senator and represent
ative. present and former c1t1J managers, presi
dent of Beloit Co11ege, emeritus ed of the Betoft 
D~:n lu News. etc , --and then the owner of the 
land said vve couldn't have the barn, he was sell
ing it to others to restore on site {thus gemer-
i ng his coro a $90,000 tax break). But the sur
mise--never 'det spelled out to us--is that the 
Friends ilre exoectea to be the real buyers, and 
to produce what amounts to a dairy theme park 
--not only restore the barn, but an interoretive 
center (the Big House), a caretaker's house (the 
Little House) and a museum of antiaue farm 
machinery (the huge garage) This approaches a 
million dollars, pius the cost of maintaining ft 
ell in perpetuit~, with volunteer interpreters, 
etc and at ieast a oa1a caret.:Jker Our pian was 
1n the$ t 00,000-$250 000 range depending on 
how much volunteer time anej materia is were
ceiVed, w1U1 future malnten.jnce small. The 
theme park is far be1~ond our means 111 time and 
money So there the barn sits, prey to every 
wind, storm, and arsonist from the next -door 
tra1ler park What we might do, 1s use our land 
opt fon on the thruway to bUll d there an exact re
plica--a thing of arresting beauty at a fractfon 
of the cost, and useful as a icon of welcome to 
'w'1 sconsi n. 'w'e'll soon present this opt wn to 
those who\1e contnbuted to saving the bam. 
let me know what YOU think' 

['ome this JJ1inter:. ~··1 th the first snow 
;";twe th;~, btJrn_. a!id lol:e it sloH·: 
C•1-'i .0 j·L'OII Jl( Jll,.,.. --~L:>DLJ'O/' ~J .oJ;"on 

I JJl~ U 
1
1-U.!j LL ll/~ JJc;c;-J-. '()~! ._, .. u\ if., 

hlfl.:.;~-;e change ; s sma I I /n e IE vat lull. 

WliEn _yot; ·v.? fo:Jl'ld 1 t. lllril j,J ~~~. 

Alid help restore this bon7 aga1i1. --Dl: l1ll 

Dr. Mu soys, ·sy my cowculatwns, Jeck1e's discount allows her to buy her 
own boo~( for S 16 rot her thon the store price of $25_ She'll send you 
ony r.umber of books at that price, plus the postage on the package. Return 
this blank to Jackie Jockson .. 816 N_ 5th SL .. Springfield, ll 62702, 
and send your payment .-. ~-,c:n ~ou rece1 ve the book{ s). A moo-st handy 'Nay 
to gi'.le your- family and fnends a happy holiday!" 
Nome ______________________________________________ __ 
Address ________________________________________________________ ____ 

Yes .. I wont ____ book(st sent 0 book rote 0 first class 
Autogroph to ________________________________________________________ _____ 
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