
so 
ENGLAND TRIP. OF COURSE. This is the only 
bod part for me, fllllng for ,;ure all our spaces 
for such fabulous trips as ours have been. we 
were full, but now we've had 3 drop. Hence o 
quickie Empty Nest. I've wonted to write you, 
anyway. Major details: Time constr-aint. We hove . --
to have your name by Apn 1 16. 'de can expedite 
passports if necessary. No need to be on enrolled 
3tudent (we have enougt1) or any age. just come 
for the fun. Dates: Ma4 iS-June 5 O'Hare to 

- J 

Heathrow. $2500 covers ell travel, all lodging 
and breakfasts. all meals e~~c 5 dinners in 
London and 2/3 of your lunches ( 1/3 will be 
elegont picnics). Covers Globe Theater (_lust 
opened) in London, "Merchant of Venice," and 
.. .,.he Tempest" at Stratford, most entrances. 
Some places we'll be: London, Winchester, Sal
isbury, Stonehenge, Avebury, Glastonbury, 0>:
ford, Stratford, Canterbury, elsewhere. Some of 
what we'll do: Westminster, Br. Museum and 
Library, Houses of Parliament, tours of various 
cathedrals, Warwicl< Castle .. a medieval banquet 
at a castle in Wales, lunch with C. S. Lewis's 
literary e~~ecutor at The Kl1n3, a dance at the 
Ridgt'v"'·ay Hostel ·vvittl the \r/y•1erns (our own 
~orris Dancers). an evening with David Flood. 
'2anterbury's cho1r director and orgamst, visH 
author Catherine Storr at her Hampstead home .. 
sneak into Agatha Christie's garden, e:~plore 
Tintagel in Cornvvall with Prof. Charles Thomas 
(he'3 excovoted it), other Vy·aJI<s ond talks. Gonno 

'1111/;c final a11aQ1Sis, it's all md." 

oe a great trip! Also, I have a 3plendid young co
teacher, Karen, a medievallst! So. how about 
it? Advertise for meftall Julie, my secre
tary, at 217-736-6779, if you·re interested or 
know anyone. I may be in Belolt spring bretJk, 
through March 22, but 1 f you call 217-544-2916 
Andy, the student li•.,:ing here, will get your 
message and relay it to me where.;er I am. 

JUST GOT WORm SONJA VALEDICTORIAN~ 
est Bend VY'I. C'oesn't reany 3urprise you. doas 

t? She gets a very nice 4-yr scholarship to a 
Wis. university; she's alre.:Jdy planning to go to 
r-1adi son. Her chances for music scho 1 arshi ps had 
to be put on hold whan 3he developed tendonitis 
thi ~ v·..-inter, and was unable to make the tapes or 
take the auditlons. Her hands are impruving, but 
not fast enough. She's htJmJl e1j this a 11 very · 
maturely--! and even~body tJre deeply impressed. 
We're proud of you, Sonja Vde! 

YOU WOULON"T WANT TO ll VE HER[ 
i'ly grad student .. Andy . •3 rny(,ologist (that's fun
tJi .. foik;), htJs the iob of cleanino the uostairs 
bathroom. He refused to ;crub t~te to11~l until 
he had time to cuitivdte a fungus which Vias 
Utrivino in trte ttasin. It turns out to be two - -
species of As[ler_oilitls. one of which looks just 
like it 1ji1j in the John (blact~): ttte other is auite 
fl handsome areen. Life at r3 i 6 is .jiW81..1S inter-- -
esting. even w1trnJut Elv1s (v·tho r·taS had a name 
cttange, Elvira. and is now Qt~een of a reptile 

ranch in in Mis;ouri.) I am currefltly 
catsit.ting not. oniy Cheswick but 

_ _._ __ Clyde. Eile and Rouce ~ .;ick feline. 
The two 8mmais ar8 u.Q.! compatible. 

:;ee next rN.g~ . 'lou can look llD book 
and barn {and oi:~ of them and me!) on 

."the splendid website Mltch Hooper 
made for me: htto:www.uis.edu/'~ " 
jJ acl(son --and i~Gu can '·Nritc me 
e-mail but n1 only get it at school : 
j j ackson@cagl e.ui s.edu 

Com1og soon· The char1ce to join 
·friends of the Round Barn: 

Giving levels st~rt at "Barn Cat" 
($ 1 0), qo up to Farm Boss: ($250 or 
more). "You've bought the farm!" 
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DEMI HAS SUDDEN ART SHOW SO WHAT ABOUT THE BOOK? 

It's aomg 'Jery 'Nell! Sold out the flrst pnnting 
before Christmas; It \.Yas unfortunate that the 
Press didn't heed my editor (and me) end pnnt 
5000 instead of 3, but as my salesperson Sarah 
satd. "All authors tell us to pnnt more--how 
were vve to know 'Jou'd break the mold?" So \";'e 
!o':t some Xmss ~ales, and also Jan. one~ when 
the book v•.'as read on Chapter-A- Day, \Ali scon~m 
.Publ~c Radio, and the 2nd pnnting 't.'asn't ready 
till the reading was almost t·..vo 'Neeks over. It 
is still dmng ·,vell, but not es spectacularly. I 
haven't got my O'Nn pub 1 i c1 ty out to everybody 
~et, t.hough most of you got it--the actuel publi
catlOn tn Octooer caught up ·n·tth me, and then 
there's school and everyth1ng else. (The NVTimes 
won't revle'N 1t, says 1t's "regional"! Huh. So's 
Faulkner.) How you can help: sontmue to ouy 1t, 
natch, for all your gt f t neeos, but also tell your 
fr1ends, llbraries, schools, etc. I apprec1ate all 
of you v·.'ho've been dOl ng this, and your I etters. 
People DO think it's a fine book! I've had a 
number ot letters trom strangers, and 1t \'vas 
"Editor's Ch01ce," Dec. 7, in the Chlcago Tr!b. 

SO WHAT ABOUT THE BARN? 
There's progress, lots of progress, but it's goirg 
to be a big JOb, domg everything that has to be 
done to save 1 t. There have been so many de lays 
that the 1nitial surge of support has 'Naned, and 
w1l1 only start up again when actual \·vork can 
begin. That day 1s close for '.".'e finally have le
gal possess10n of the bUll ding, and v·le have the 
Jand to put 1t on, along·;1de 1- 90 .. but repa1rs, 
moving, and 3 of the 4 acres must be pa1d for. 
We need 'lolunteers to 'Nork on many ::;spects. 
Al1 the proflt l make from the book 1s gmng to 
the barn, 3nd more out of pocket '.'·.'hicr, I pray 1s 
deep enough We're starting to ra1 se money, ond 
you'll get osl<ed to become o ·Fnend of the 
Dougan Rouno Barn· ere long! 

Spfld. Ul s Gallery· She came from Mlps to '·1isit. 
me, or1ngmg her current worl~ et my request, and 
ended up hevmg ,3 gallery show1ng w1th fnend 
ond QUilter Carol Adleman r·Jaun Formigoni was 
adm1nng Dem1's fabric art, \".'hen the art 1st for 
the next show cancelled, and M. urged D. to f11l 
m. She dld .. the opening was tv·to weeks later, (f'l 
.and 1 had to hang the show!), 1 t \·vas fest JVe, 
colorful, great eats, Y.iONDERFUL ART! and about 
200 people came. (M and I bUllt a huge loom in 
Ule Ganery, and guests could weave fabric into 
Ute web, we had baskets of fabncs, scissors, 
.ate. It was 6 fun compemon to viewing the show, 
and turned out splendldly.' Both Demt and Carol 
atso showed slides and talked about thetr work. 
A tnumphl (Elle, Royce and s1c¥ cat also came, 
then \-vent on the next day--sans cat --to ski and 
boat w1th G1ll1an, Cress and Eddy 6t Tahoe.) 

Verso "Untitled" fiber by Damans j ackson 
r -~· =>~-,~.t:>-~ •'At- ~··- -~ ~~~.-~~~~,..,•.., J r".J ,c<~'-' r~ ,_,.,.J/·r. ..,~- t.J!J.-I,:;JJ 
rrt.II/J Lli..'/ U~J ~, U luU!::Ol.ll~, J"l~,t-ttJ/_,1/I/ ,:llu/1 ,:l~/t':t t t..l/1~,, ... ::f 

Fiber Art by 
CAROL ADLEMAN 

DAMt\RIS JACI\SON 
MARCH 3-13, 1998 
Reception and Workshop 

Thesday, March 3 • 5:30-7 p.m. 

i 
Visual Arts Gallery 

Health and Sciences Building, Second Level 
University of Illinois at Springfield 

P.O. Box 19243 
Spnngfield, IL 62794-9243 

(217) 786-6506 

Gallery Hours: 
Monday-Thursday. Noon-6:30 p.m. • Friday, Noon-5 p.m 

cl!OSB 17ii.J book .:JS Olll? tl( lllor re[.otnme!7ded holido,~·.git~Ji"'g) 
Stories from the Round Barn--.Jacquellne Dougon Jackson's 
·gathering of tales and memoir from her family farm near 
Beloit--is e·v·ery bit the equal of the finest personal mem
oirs of recent years. Hard to have mode the~tiook so memor
able, no doubt, since the author's story 1s not traumatic, as 
mony.of these recent memoirs hove been:· But it st1cks in 
t~P mind nonetheless. Much of it is the style, which makes 
th~ da1fy life of the farm--with its rare round barn--come 
viv1dly to life .. Jackson's .writin·g is sharp, with an excellent 
memory for the telling detans, and an unerring sense of the 
right way to tell a story, or recount a conver,:;ation. Shere
creates a vamshing way of life. and brings to life a cast uf 
characters that uou·n cGme to care for. This book 1s lono 

w -

over.jue. and a \.Yonderful ~~ift for those who lO'v'e memo1n. 
nature or farming, or ;ust good writing. 
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