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PUBLISHING £V£NT OF A LIF£TIM£1 

No, friends .:snd famlly, this isn't the 61G BIG booJ< 
you've oeen hearing about from long before tt11 s· 
newsletter ever oegan. n ·s that oook's ct1ild, but 
(as cmltjren are) a vvork cornolete 1n Itself reads 
Jfke a novel so start at the oegHming, and it's 
oeaur.1fu11 (The oig 019 book, The Round Barn . 1s 
still a couple of years do"Nn the pike.) Above IS 
r.he full-size cover in this issue· pre-puolicatlOn 
r8vievvs, jacket blurbs, r10'\''y' to ·~et copies, thank 
you·s t.o the quick and the dead, appropriate car­
toons, how I started this book when i was 14. how 
colleague Phil Kendall said ( 1 n 1979) I'd never 
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wnte a and more and nrore and more I regret 
I 

Dad (also Mom, al so Eioise) didn't live to see it, 
but H1ey'd read it all , over and over. A story: When 
Northwestern U. Press took this book, Dad, at 90, 
sa10 t o me, "Now how lonq oefore it'll be publlsh­
ed?" t te: "We 11 , 1 t's not fini shed l}et and that wi 11 
take a year and then it'l l take them at least a 
year to get it printed- - " Dad, shaking his head,Tm 
afraid it's going to be a posthumous book." Me: "Oh 
come on, Oad, you can manage to live a few more 
years! Dad, quick as a flash, "1 didn t mean me!" 
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Dear Author, 
Congratulations! We 

ha.ve decided to publish 
your novel. 

First printing will 
be one copy. 

If we sen it, we'll 
print another. 

10· %1 

TWO N \ FTY PRE­
PUBLtcA-, ION RtVl f:W'S: 

(This from Publishers 
Weekly) (5ep~EtM6e.r ~~~ L.t..R) 

In 1906, the stalwart, 
deaf, one-time minister, W.J. 
Dougan, founded the Dougan 
Guernsey Farm Dairy in 
Wisconsin. Although his 
neighbors were skeptical, he 
kept with it until his death 
some 40 years later. In this 
memoir, rich in human warmth 
and rural detail, his grand­
daughter describes the kind, 
life-wise man who dominated 
her past. Grandpa Dougan 
could be pedantic but also 
laugh "until his eyes dis­
appear." The story of how, as 
a young man he asked God for 
some direction is charming. 
Deciphering the letters "PC" 
in the clouds, he decided it 
meant "Preach Christ" but 
after going to college and 
becoming a minister, he loses 
his hearing and asks again. 
He receives the same empyreal 
answer, but this time he 
decides it means, and always 
meant, "Plant Corn." Jackson 
follows the Depression and 
WWII decades as Grandpa and 
Grama develop their farm and 
children alike. She speaks of 
the essentials of farm life, 
of detasseling corn, dehorning 
calves, churning butter and 
how to milk a cow (a perfect 
introduction for city folk), 
and includes a sweet, wholly 
fitting chapter on her own 
sexual awakening. Jackson 
chose to write of her past as 
a present-tense third-person 
narrative, which can be 
difficult to sustain, but she 
manages to carry it off with 
aplomb. When he'd founded the 
farm, Dougan painted his 
cement silo with five "Aims of 
This Farm." The last aim was 
"Life as Well as a living." In 
this heartfelt memoir, Jackson 
makes us see just what he 
meant. Fifty-three 
photographs and line drawings. 

De1JU:Jtel~ f:1i,;reed ~i·~r~~~ttes o~ .:i ''1'/l s.:.Jnsirl farm 
1; f e r.-0rn :t·.i l dre1.·s -tiool, au U1or Jackson. 

I 1 ,..."c. \:J"e'" "'l·s h--~-·-~ ·· -lled J--k-on·· n 1 ;:I ' )•.J, nli 11 d t:a1 1111:;1 I •J , Cll, ~ t. 

gr.:w1ufM~.er abandoned :·,, s rm m stry and bought a 
do1ry f.jnr. By 1907 he 'iv'a:. je1lverm9 mill(. the 
botec.s :.t.Jjjpere.d Nlt~. a .:ap irnprinted "W. J . 
Dougan, the Bab~es' Nilkrnan." He was e consci-
ent i oL:s farmer wt1o ran a tight am~ good ship. 
ex~·.:r;mcr.tc.u inte~ligtntl4. ,:Jnd treated his 
8mp1oyees with respect. He ~ros~ered. Jackson 
grew up on the :.pread, ar .. j herE she paints its 
Ga~s. ll,er.: .jre vtGfil as w f f anr.hanljs. ~ oony and 
saintUke .jnd otharw~·sa, conjuriru~s of the odor, 
1igt·jt ar.c: aura of ~uckeu-.j\Vay ;:.1ace3 ,jrl the 
farm--.j .:lirr. pa.:.:.agewa~ t,c,tvv·etm cow barn and 
-~-~- b ,,; ,~;,,.. ---~!::ot \' --ll-c: 'n ~~ -- 0 1"' H-ll~e ~ ue 1.41 11J1tly, :;,t;LI <;;' '=•• t;:;:> 1 I ~IIC u ':I • tJ .:> 

,... · · - ·· ·~-·-r ! -~ ~l-~ .~ ·'· -.-~ -•· -- 4 -r- ~- -IJllrt 
1.<11.:01:-t'lo. 1 ooJII':IIJI lolv '-to .::-~fiJI I. Llo(:iiJI.I:: ~I C'LJ I 

j - 1 ' • I • ~· • ,-. n . . " ~ l- - de - ... - ~ ... ; - l- • .- ·-- r··· ~ ~. - f: -- • Ucoo VCI ':1 I lt o';, Ill •.ote' . (J•.J I.) I til ';loll, IJI a 111-''.J.;) II ':>1. 
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flu\.:r· c,f d.::~re·~s~c.n years and boGr11 t1mes, and the 
I ....... ~ .• ,.~~ •h- .. ·• -,,- ~:v- ... 1·~· - "UI'iQ m;nd 1a 
, ti.J •JI ::,l-..11 l ul. ::;,~O:::i':. olr,tU II 0 ...jU I_ I \ 

r- 1 ·~ -•,, ;.-- l--1-- ·u• ·•· 11-lf ... .. · 'r"'Jn) Ar .. uit- t\ Olhoily tiULJU L l Ill I a &J'j •J I. u • IU 

there .1ra not ,j fe"tv epiE.odcs ':Yritt.:n ...vith start-
~o.-~y beauty. in one, sha tEll::. uf an early mfatua­
~,;on, her first. 'Nitt·, a young fellow· worldng on the 
~atTn. it 'Na::- ,jurinq W\v'll, he enlisted, and his 
plaru? wer~t down o·v·er Europe. A green star 'Nas 
iJioci?.::l by t~12 i11A's r.arr1e or. HiE church honor roll. 
't'e,jrs later Jacl<son finds tr.e 1"1onor roll in a 
storeroom of tt1e cr1urch, pr.:sses a gold ·:;tar {"the 
kin~ !1er piftr .. j !.e;acher u:~ed to put on a p1ece \.Yhen 
1t vv·as f~i'~ished") of L~lti mate sacrifice atop the 
grt-en Gne ar.d cl•jSfS ~.he mar.·:. ·:.hort life. 

elegant and polishc(~ . Jac~:sor1 fmds 1itt1e gems 
111 the muck ana t011 of farminG life. .... ...,. ___ _ 

Rd CA.bout 
-this oJd ~ 
~pur~Hct 
htJOILspillt) 

G)1 P· '0 ! 
(WI ridt..!) 

See ~.3 -for bcoJt.sigVll~S CoWtt,Vl!} up) P. 5 -?:rr r&w> ov.-~ W~5 if·e!~ 
~ ~-l-{t1U-'s. P.~.{Cv aetorr AREA 5\GNlN(; ~~~ ~ -ytu:,., ~~ \15-e 
C£~?" ( ll CA;t0 ~) Next ISS~ Lt>t~!l D....ja.Lu b_e ~~~ \A.CWJS, S'o ~ t~~ utv\.. 

~ r-.- "ll•<3 a.h>r 5-pe.c,aQ. "'-..)~ 



HERE"S HOW TO GET AHOLD OF STORIES FROM THE ROUND BARN 
t. Urge your library (tovvn, school, university, all of ·em!) to buy it. 
2. Put it on your ho 1i d1:1y or bi rttlday 11 st so someone will gi '/e it to you 
3 Buy it yourself! Various options here: (1'k br-J <=•vti';} 

--Most expensive: order from the publlsher. Vou pay the full $2495"' 
a whopping Chicago tax (8 3/ 4%) AND shipping. (See address) 

--Come to the Illinois Authors bash at the Illinois State Librar~ (Spfld, 
f Oct. 25): all books purchased there (not just mine) ere 10% off. Not 
~ Jn 1 y that . I'll be there {and 60 other authors) to chat and sign books 
:~Our U IS bookstore se 11 s books to faculty and staff for 1 0% off, ·;o get 
IV,~ . 

~") it there. Also there'll be an elegant book-signing for the boof~, in the 
~" PAC restaurant Oct. 29, 3:30-6:30, sponsored by the Eng11sh prgrm 
~~-It's available, discount, from em online bookseller: www.amazon.com 

<.0 --Have your own bookstore order it. No shipping (usua 11 y), 1 oca 1 tax. 
--get it from me: IF VOU'RE BU'/ING IN BULK (~or more) I'll give nl'd 

author's discount to you 
--V1s1t Stories RB WEB SITE! http://www.uis.edu/"'jjackson 
--FINALLY, BUYING iT AT CLOSE TO FULL PRICE FRor1"Fi(IENDS OF THE 

ROUrm BARN" WILL HELP SAVE THE ACTUAL BARNI And for the 
BELOIT AREA: I'Ll BE AT THE BELOIT PUBLIC LIBRAR~' NOV. 8 , 1-5, 
TO SIGN BOOKS! FREE t·liLK.S..COOKIES! See stuff on p_ 6;website. 

--fl nail y yet: th1 nl of th1s boo~· as one-stop shopping~ tor everyone on •JOur hohoay 
list, for birtMay,, weddiriQs, bt~r mit:vat.s, memorial gifts, thank-yuus. A31 ,&id in Elle's 
wedd1ng 1ssue, though, 1t's not for young k1ds. Too much sex and violence; you l·r:o'vl farms! I 
'w'rote th1s as an adult book, though there are stones 1n 1t that k1ds vill enJoy. Be JUdlcious 

Order from yo11r boohrllt·r or from. 
Northwestern University Press 

Chicago Distribution Center 
11030 South Langley Avenue 
Chicago, I L 6o618 

T• •·Soo·~21·2"1~ oR <ml ~-tsso 
FAX 1·8oo·621·~~7b OR (j"]))66o·ll)S 

PUB SET @llOl·SlBo 

l s C3N : 
0- 8'£0(- ~72-1 

IT'S FROM \{OUR PU6LISI-tER .. 
TUE'f PRINTED ONE COP'( 

IT SA'1S TI-{EI{ HAVEN'T 
BEEN ABLE TO SELL li .. 

Tl-tEI{ SAif THE'1tRt SORR'f .. 
'(OUR. BOOK 15 NOW 

OF YOUR NOVEL .. OUT OF PRINi .. 

-~. 
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SOME BACKGROUND ON THE BOOK 
1 realliJ ,jJ•j ·::vwt wnt.1ng r.:u·rn stoni:'s ,jovvn at 
T oun.een--, carne across r.t1e •jateo notebook 
th1 s summer. 1 rea ll'J dl d t.:r 11 Grt~nw.:, I vvas •Jo-
wg to wrne mrn a tu)OK ~:~no caii n Tr1e Round 
Barn. out 1 was flft.een or so 1qnorent of how 
to ·~o aoout 1 t. So 1 •Ji dn t grab 8 oenci l and as 
h1m all the t.hinqs I've long Yvlshea I had. Over 
the years 1 ·~vTote r.ne Ctllloren's books rnan1~ of 
!JOIJ are farm11ar wtt.n .just now ano t.hen a 
scnbble about tJu? farm. And i vv'dS v. bUSid WJth . 
ra1 smg a f am1 i y, ana t.eacnmg, a no van ous i 1 f e 
proolems. --Then Dad nearl•J •jie•j m 196 7 an•j I 
pflmckea; 1 rnustn t. lose ms ·Hones. t.oo• So 1 

flew irom Omo T.O v~isconsln T.t1ree T.lrues HI nis 
thn::~e mont n noso1 tali zar. ion ana got oo·wn reams 
ot stuii. n·,at '\'v' dS tJ1e st.art of nnerv1ewmg any­
body I couio i1no vv't1o 'd nda an~thiru~ to (lO with 
the farrn. tlovmg to Roc.Kforo. 18 rn1les south of 
the farm, put rne near- iots of sucn people. I rnaoe 
m.:m1~ attemots to V·irne the oook. The problem 
was t10'vV to orgam2e 1 t .. ·vv'l th so much mat en a 1 
·:.p.:Jtinlng so many ~~ears 'w'i1at pomt of view to 
r.a ·e. 'tvifh so many pomts of v1ew? Who is the 
teller? t-tovv t.o combine the infnrm.:ltion i wanted 
to give. with the stories there ·were to relate•:- It 
wasn t ttll 1 was iJt Sanoamon Stilte an•j had a 
sabbat 1 u1 i in 1979, to write the book (though m•~ 
colleague and good friena Pt111 Ken•jali sa1d i never 
would--1 hllO t.o oro•.1e mm VvTongli t.hat 1 figureo 
•Jut noyv· to present the materi.jJ It.'s taken such a 
iong t1me s1nce oecause of worKin9 fuil time _. 
n:nstn•J a famil•J--aiso tuition moru~y, doin•J st.up10 
(l.e. time consummg out n?VYflrl]ln9) tnings like 
r_ij 1ng ciasse~ to England. 9eneratmg other new 
classt?s, t.ak1ng 1nc.reasea resoons1b1iiud for 1lorn 
aruJ o.:J,j at the f,1rtll , etc • ve r1ao two more sao­
b~JT.lcais since the firsr., tho~tgn on the t.nird i apo­
lied to do something else (the comrrntt.ee would 
never have given rne a third for the same oroJect_!) 
But by r.hen Reg1nald Gibbons had heard rWJ stories 
.]nO sa1a Northwestern vvdnte•j to publish the book. 
so 1 never oi•j ao the other oro1ect--not that l'1j 

really intendea to, an~wey· if was a worthy one, 
but o ruse The 1 as t coup 1 e of yeors I've been on os 
h1gh a gear as poss1ble on the book; th:jt'S why so 
few Empty Nest issue-; and wr1y 1\'e so totally ne­
glected most of you. But, it's here! And, I believe, 
worth all the effort over the many years. 

"By the 'U:ny, fm taking o.flthe first two weeks in August." 

SOME OF THE FALLOUT OF WRITING THE BOOK 
t1y work1 ng on tt·,e t.oov over twenty yean wa·~ not 
only very good for rnc. but " ery good for Mom •Jnd 
Dad. T1'1eq were rn'J stronqest contnbutor3 and 
they read- evenJthi ng I wrote, and shared with de­
llght ir, the discovery M letter3. dGcument·:>, etc. 
People came out to talk, or I dro·/e Dad and Mom 
(t i 11 -;he died) B 11 around the state to ta 1 k to those 
who were Gnce on the Dougan farm. I pub 1 i shed the 
stories in the Beloit paper. tt"1an~:s to Bill Behling 
the editor. who we~s Jlways a fem of Dad's, and 
tt·iat bn:;ught others· stone~ out of the woodwor~~ .. 
also let the community enjoy the stories, and call 
up Dad and Mom to tal~~ Jbout them. (In one story, 
Dad, then 6, vvaiting for his belo't'ed teacher's nup­
tua1s out on the: 1avvn. gets absorbed in a book and 
reods right through the event, to his agony. 75 yrs 
leter a friend called from acr•JSS the street, "Ron, 
I'm sorry you missed the wedding!") \"''ork on the 
book qave a foc.u3 to my t1me.: .. jt the farm, made 
for m~lch 1we1y actl\:ity, an;j brought about 'v'lSitS 

that ,1ever wou1 d t-.zs ve happene;ct otherwi se--O.Jd 
seeinq hls brother three Urnes, for mstance. and 
me tapinq t1'1eir t3H:s. (Pat re·v·ealed the names of 
the t W•J 1 at 1 e qi rl:. .vho took him :)nd Rona 1 d under 
the culvert, and shG\·ved them hovv qirls were diff 
erent from bOIJ=·· D·3d 'NOUI dn't name them to me, 
s1nce both 'Nere 3til1 all v~. li vi ng HI Beloit!) It 
meent '.".'e :..aw a lot of El01se . wt·,o'd gr-own up ne ·t 
to the farm and }~ new oodle; about 1ife there and 
Ded's own parents U1at Ded .::~nd Mom didn't !<now. 
She'd never told anyone before. Through work on 
he honl' 1 got to IG-.Gw my p.:Jrcr. ts muct1 more 

,..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ deep]•: and also n1~ qrandfather. by try-p..u.. ':iJ - . 

IONIGHTS RIGhi! 1ng to uve his 11fe .:1fter h•rn- - through 
CATESQRieS ~ 
~ GRJ>.SS, mu adult rnemory, through other-::· 

MILK, t1 . 
PASTURES, stGr;es of hirn, and biJ i)ondering r.1 s ov·m 
~t7M~= I'Vords--letters, articles, 3ermons, farm 

·ecords, ;·,.:.tc:s to h1rnself. And that has 
een ,j rt~rr: •:Jnd blessed orw1lege. 

afiiiiU--J.LL~-.. 
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MANY CONTRI BUTIONS NOT IN THIS BOOK 
I've talked to hundreds of people over the years; 
in Scandinavia; England; California to Maine, 
\\llsconsir. to Alabama, and l have scores of you on 
tape. Most of 'dou have already had your stones 
'A rltten up, and the expertl3e ~ou shared with me. 
C Jt this book is on 1 y ~60 pages! Much of your 
material is in the BIG BIG BOOK. TO BE PUBLISHED. 
A11 the American Breeders Service material. More 
vet stuff. More hybrid corn All Howard Milner's 
uutrageous mi 1 kman stories. Craig's stories, and 
Uncle Pat's. The \'\ .. hole tragic story of Esther. 
Everything that happened after 1949 up to 1971, 
when Dad retired, and lots thet comes before '49, 
that there wasn't room for. For we had to cut and 
cut and cut. t1y ,;plendid editor has good .:>Emse: 
from the start he sai d we'd bring out a smaller 
book first, with just stories, and later on bring 
out the entire work in tvv'o volumes. with many 
more 3tori es and everyth1ng e 1 se. A 75 yet:~r his­
tory of farming. For this book, he urged the focus 
to be on Grarr.pa, Oaddtt .Jflckie as the .::cribe. So 

~ s e. e \t..w ~w ~ s p r<ANI-1 
shew tler5 1 DO-d +cd:::: lnQr 
ptCtwe uJ~ k.e. wz:u., I ')1 irt i-..M 
a..[{,~>,, f?E.AUry, (uiMTs 
l N A NAM.S.'(' 5ow.eOWL a..t--H-t 
p)'esS l iKeJ Ve r v.J:2)/ eM~~ k> 
pu.-+ uer faceavt -1-/.u 6ooK.t >ptne! 

YOU'LL ~c .::LAD TO 
KNOW TJ.;AT I'VE 

JOINED A ,'1- ::5SY DESK 
SUPPCRT Gi<OUP. 

-ifiiiy•o•ur~st.o.ry..._.i s .. n.·t. t-•• a~re_.,,~i~t'~~~;:_~om~i n~g!lll./•tll!l!ls•c,•a.._...m_in•~•!ilt. MITCH HOPPER CREATES JJACKSON WEBSITE 
Ho'··' : -3n 1 +har:k '?V~•J!:Tody w~.o·~ .t>!?"'lj? Ftr:t·~ ~t+a t"' R~ p.-.rhe:+o:r 1 L · ... 1ac kie sat ~'J 1 r am~zement 3r:d sdrm ra+ion s~ 
GJOt:eon.::. my tollltur'. anll..JOOfl t,no.:pii ... wtiO gNus tvg.:tt.~r. ~flil ttnm llTCh deTtliJ j)IJT tog.:·ltu·~r d nanosome 'w'e031te TP.lllOIJ 800Ut t~e 
~he.-~::-~ n+" NLIPr;>~: '"ho'v'? •~~r the book 4hr~·•Jgh And ~lll)f •Jt'J bc.jk & the savi iiQ uf the actual barr •. It .v3J fur., fur •. fun, .lf1G 

wno v':! (;vntrioutt.-u:::t~wh?s .:snd mfor"manon, my rotKs, sms, r.-.anu ruliJ m1~"81'1Jlo•J~I t ~e ~'hn""' the p1 'X' l)f rr•~, fjor't ll 1 ~me me' 
ot"ler~. :;;y de~r ~rd t_q·: for T•M£, m•J 8n~nch1ld '.'lr'+mg qroup, m•J http:/ hr'Y._. .un.edul~jjaci::son Cnto.: If out, dfuJ Stfnl 
I~ as . mu ~ntlQUt-r"s • i lit~.n . fiot~t- TC•r" oe1ng -l im le plt~;her • Gr amp a I 0 m rae nt ·, , n +j q :~e~, ~ ·c.:g~' · •: ~;.s \'!it h t ~ •. : • a r.•j u;,ail , : · r;, 1 ;/o 
·or bemg Gnmp.;, • 3n<:l +~;ankf1Jlly <:le~f .,,.. elz<> t-e wo•J1dn't hav'? tiJrnad the posrmooern 89e 1 T11AN~ 'YOU MITCH 1 • Ctter:~ oiJt hiS ::;1tt> too 
to f<HTIIlno)anil Nhatev':!r Powers Tt•t?rt- Bt- th<~t Qilvo? ~lift>, ano ,t';, iinked. ne's d$ niftu i1 guy ver traddled <; Harlt:y J 
p3r~1cular!y l1f~ ~ i• '~a~ li'!"d on th~ Douqan f.arm 

' 
"I said no to drugs, but the FD.A. said ya. • 

~~~~~~~ ... -- bt-er'1 lS.>lleO SWf ciiiiC<t 11\} ( f Ct 

+ h.,.+ 16 'l"'~r~' f~r •am'" rsnd ·r "'nCS by the 1>1' cr Ja -
~ Jack .::on: a 1 t- i c t ifth :.onno iii? ia 1L o.:. 7 0.2. f hvnl? • .:. t 1-
544- :_ •::11 ~ · :~'h(>') 1 IIJ c• 111 ~+ ·:rr'n•]f'~ llj +.-f'r'o '•f~•'"l) I ~ 3"€' 

r.o lr.tt-nnur, of r·etir m·~J .:.1---;-:;t.-67/~ . 'v~ r ... r ~tone.:: 
from +t·~ p.,,m.j B~rr ·http ://vvv .uis .edu/-jjackson 
Em.:nl. li:!C-t-:SOftl•lii?:SOh:•.liL .o:Oll ruuJt::f.ir.q Nh(;•J (4~1 ftt'wS l:: -Ofl r ld tr.-:- +r""~1 •r·c ~<>r:·nal t~~ t:"on+.-c-""t'"'.a' tr pr~t 

(lao •JS~ luda~mo:nt .... .-. ~.:,n.t- mmq.::, n:ospt.-ct , OuR wl.::r,b not 
•o . l"'" :'?'r+lm ,., • ..,: 'n .,., No •t"''o++f?r ' And 1·:·c 11 J'lY:' , 
whE-n :HIO i.JSt tim':! t~• rer.o:w uOI.lf .::uo:;.:.notl(•fl= :v.:: uou 

1"11) rfl'.:: ~ S''r•g ].;. <>V(·1·'"') 1; Z'J"' -o?"~" j I :·• '.' ·~•J ~"n• rc·one•J 
That w ::~:a lOKI?! ~··m to '11no:n 1 :t.:.r l ..:1 r.~w '.Jt?211' . ~nu tnan, 
IJO'J ~11 f-.r •p•Jr ,.,..,,.,..:: ~r1 +'?1>:<;,..~~~~~ o-t" '~lio;r~+•Jh•l'·" I'Jf 
wOld) or cour"::l? U.l?r"' ~(.? • t "n'='. rou n~edn"t. send $. 

T e ~vs1~tter is a gift freeh~ givt>n! 
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1911 1918 

The Dougan bam, anchored by a 14·foot·diameter concrete silo, center, was framed entirely with 2x6s. When it was a working dairy, 
right, feed drained from the silo to the 42 milking stalls. To move the building, the silo will have to be cut into sections. 

PRICE:....__ _______ _ 

LOCATION 

Colley Road, Beloit, W1sconsm 

The Dougan Round Barn is an obJeCt lesson in the plight of the Midwestern farm. Whu1 it was bu ilt in 19 1 I, 
1r was an 111novat1ve design: Compart•d with traditional barns, the cirLUiar floor plan could hold more mi lking 
cows and was easier ro clean. It w:~s here, in 193 1, that an enterpri <>ing fa rmhand invented the Korn Kurl, the 
f1rst of many corn edibles that estahil .,hed Beloit as the snack food c:ap1tal of the U111ted ~rates. But the wmple­
non of nearby Interstate 90 1ncreased la nd values enough to make Jevclopment more aLtr.lctivc than dairy farm­
ing and in 197 1 the fa rm was closed and sold. Now an 111dustnal p:trk IS scheduled to he built on its I I 0 acres, 
and the 60-foot-d1amerer, 60-foot-h1gh barn, wh1ch IS on the Nati01nl Reg1ster of I li.,toric Places, must he 
reloca ted. Last November, after yea rs of neglect, it was condemned and slated for demolition, but the oty has 
held off in hopes of find111g someone to g1ve 1t a new home and a nc\\ purpme. Mov mg .1nd re·erecting the barn 
in the same area would cost about $ SO,OOO. The owner has offered to contnhute to monng costs, and purchasers 
can also get help from rhe \Xfisumsi n lh rn Prescn anon lllltl ,lll\'t', wh~eh offers in formatu1n on barn 1..onversions. 
A less J esirable outwme-disnwnil ng the structure-would <;till he hctter thJn demolition and dispos.1l: The old 
barn would v1cld as much as 3,000 bo.1rd feet of luml'" .w,l c;jding. 

coNTAcT Fnends llf ne Dou~an Round Barn, Inc, P.O. Box 131, Beloit ·~1 5?5 ~ : 

CAN IT BE SAVED? WILL IT BE? ~1es ot o IO?o dl c nt, with an prota gomg 
It's m bad shape, but can be r estored 1f done soon {o~rd the barn. Earl Boutelle, who's responsible 
We--a Bel01t area group no\'\' designated "Fnends for dernolishing the barn ~.jn expens1ve proposi­
of the Round Barn"-- have been work1ng on th1s tion), has been heard to soy he'll donate $5000. 
ever since Belmt condemned the oarn. we·ve tried V·le're getting promotional idea3--your name in 
man~ ayenues: 1st, to Je~ve it \'\·'here it is· but the brass over •J cuw stanchior1';' An amber bottle, of 
corporat10n that O'Nns the land (since Dad sold 1t 'T'.'hich we still have a fBW, for a donation? Auc-
:n 1971) ··,·V•3nts an mdustnel park and the barn tion off Grampa Dougan's marijuana 1icer.3e. used 
GONE We tned to get 1t at the "Welcome to v-t1s- when he raised hemp during \A/WI I? All ideas wel-
consm" stat10n nearby, 'Nhere 1t'd make dlst1nc- come, ond also we'll welcome onu or all of uou s 
tlVe the maJor {and generic) gateway to our dairy 'Fnenus of the Douaon Rounj 5arn. YOU CAN CON-
state, but the St6te \'YOr1't take 1t. We urged the TRIBUTE NOW TO SAVING THE BARN! M~ke the 
ctty to mak~ it a "Vv'elcorne tG Bcloit"--they'd ur1ly check out tu "rrier.c:. c.~ tht: Cuuyc;r, Rounc Sc;rr •. 
hove to move 1t acro:.s Colleq Rood--but Beloit Inc.," and sei.G to t~.at r.arnt, .:.t R,:,ur •• ::: Barn Fund, 
refused. Old Vv'orld \.Vi·~con 3i~ has a round barn· P 0 Box 131, Beloit WI 5:."5 ~ 1. -:-.s~~ deducteble~ 

' 
the Janesvtlle Thresr1eree is pretty far to move tt,rf!~!!I,..~!!II.!!P--Pii!!~~~ll!!!!~lllll!!lll!~~~~l.i 
and it'd be a 'NarehGuse there. \"''e have investigo- 6 L I 
ted other sites and \'v'e'll 1'"1ave exciting news soon. CoV\1-e. ~n .for ·~ c t~r- ~ c.ook ,·eca ~ 
The barn CAN be moved, and in one piece--not I.'£l be cgl~"'·~ .., , \),~.,P~~-teu !CouM.d'B~tt!.. 
sncing up tt·~e silo like carrot dis~~~- Moving and ~BelC:,t P"v~ ,v~~ ~~ ,..0;+. Nov Cf> _, L- 5 ·1 
restGration will take money. \A/e'll go :Jfter grants CopiES" o.~~ ~4-,~ c;fJ1 + (ls1" pt"'ic~ . "30 '?o) 
and donors: no contnbutiOn too b1g or too smalL 1 ($7 7. 50 D~ ~((.Q;. j..'l:, c.o"'f.-i l> u.h~ -h> s-a..v~ 
myself will contribute; $5000: we'll also sell t{e k:.tr ) u. ..< t'~ · 1zoc deJud-a.~ leJ\ fJ c a..J !. I 

d -
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