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THE EMPT-Y NEST NEWS LETT~R VOLE NO 1 P 2 
This is the f1 rst issue of the 12th season of The Empty Nest Newsletter . and the editor is \VOeful-
1 Y beh1 n_d v11th ne\o/3 that should've been shouted from the treetops, 11 ke Andy's b1 rth 1 n June, 
moves, JOb chan_ges; and news that 'w'Ould've made spectacular issues- -the barns, the devastah ng 
storm that earned off Elle 'scar and a lot of Rock County's topsoil , etc. But there's been scant 
t1 me and a lot of pressures. this past year. You may have noticed that Vol urne XI 's 1ssu~s \1ere 
clumped into t'w'o malli ngs; I don't predict any better for this year. Some of the spring pressures 
besides the usual school ('w'hich is wv~;~r1ably unusual, but th1s tlrne 1 thre\Y 1n the Wollstone
craft producti_on bes_ides other extras-- my own fault) we hi red t'w'o people for the English pro
gram, had an 1 ocred1 ble number of applicants, and I w·as kept \o/orki ng at SSU 3 1/2 weeks be
y~nd my May 15 contract. w1thout pay. Th1s really cut 1 nto my summer . a sigmficant cut for 
'w'lth Rou_nd Barn taken and the 1 uck of the unexpected sabbatical, THIS is my work time, to get a 
~nuscn pt to Northwestern U. Press I need total immersion in, and focus on, the project at t his 
t1 me. So s1 nee the end of June I've been chipping at the ms .• but \otitt1 chunks of time out for 1m
portant family things. Ho'w'ever I don't 'w'8nt to cut out ENNL completely, hence th1s 1ssue. 
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FILL ING OUT THE HEADLINES 
Miles Andrew is sur't'i't'ing, even thrivmg, 
w1th en active brother only 16 months older. 
Megan and Michael ere surviving, and I think 
thriving! Megan reports Andy is very cute and 
sweet, and that she can't keep up with all the 
astomshing th1ngs Mark does. 

Oomor1s packed up her Mlps apartment with the 
help of many wonderful fnends (and a mother); 
then she and Cheswick drove to California, vie 
Gillian's. and are noY\" settled in Sacramento 
Yv'here Demi is taking a two-year course to 
qualify as a Waldorf teocher. The Waldorf 
schools ore bosed on the philosophy of Rudolph 
Steiner, ~nd they emphosize the orts: music, 
dance, movement, drowing, pEiinting, building, 
other creative expression, creative writing, 
story telling--yes, they do get around to the 
three R's eventually. But for multi-talented 
D~mflris, this may be El place where she con get 
paid for putting her abilities to work. Besides, 
she's morvelous with kids. The Waldorfs are 
lucky to get her! Waldorf schools ~re springing 
up. all over the country, by the way. Cheswick is 
hoving some trouble odjusting to the many cots 
in her current household. The number just 
d~opped from 10 or 11 to seven. Their address 
is: 4432 New Vork Ave., Fair Ooks, CA 95628; 
phone: 916-967-8620. I think she'd be ghtd for 
mail ond an occasional call in her new situation. 

Ell e res1gned ot Northwestern Military Academy 
and is now teaching English fit the finest high 
school in the area, where she did her interning: 
Delavan- Darien High. Things are going well for 
her there. She's living ot the form, and is fixing 

up th_e two front upstairs rooms att. act1ve1y 
Bonme and Clyde have been joined by a small 
calico waif, Mousil i e, who looks like a puff of 
smoke, but seems cat-in-charge. She sits in 
Grampa·s lap and watches TV. 

E11e flew to California to give Megan some help 
after the new baby. Eric and Mary Stelter who 
live near the farm drove her to the airport and 
kept her car, with instructions to drive it. That 
night {June 29) another horrendous storm hit-
Eric left before dawn, 1n Elle's cor, to drive to 
his factory job in Janesville, turned off the 
State line Road onto Gustafson (a back road 
narrower than Colley), and there was no road-
the car nosedived into ten feet of water. Some
how Eric got out, 3tumbled to a farmhouse, they 
got him to the hospital where he spent 6 days in 
critical care and 5 more whi 1 e a torn artery in 
his neck healed. He di dn't go back to work till 
September. Elle's car was svvept downstream 
1000 feet and sot in the mud 3 weeks before the 
ground was dry enough to support 8 tow truck. 
The car was ruined. The stream is usually a few 
feet wide and a few inches deep, and there is no 
bridge--only o culvert, which woshed out. Other 
culverts woshed out on neorby roods but there 
were no other accidents. Noone knows how Eric 
survived it, and he can't remember anything. 

Another horrendous stor;m hit southern Wlscon
sin shortly thereafter, and the born on Chez 
No us went down. The top set t 1 ed onto the 
bottom. Vou con still go into the under part, 
though some beams and posts ere broken, but it's 
not 8 place you'd want to stay long. It's a sad 
sight. Anybody wont weathered barn wood? ... 1 
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as jU5t leevmg the fJ~rn June 26 when I figur- Late August, I'd just got back from Minneapolis, 
ed I'd better walt, H was coming in so pitch and Ruth Lentell called to say the round born 
black from the West-- Grandpa yelled for us to wos on fire. Elle and 1 raced down. seeing the 
come watch it sweep flcross the field, and when black smoke billowing into the sky, and I figured 
it hit it was with such fury that the trees all (feeli ng ill) that t hi s was the end. BUT --we got 
looked like they'd snap. Elle and I raced for our under the throughway where we could see the · 
cars behind the garage. /Even as I leapt into mine farm, and the round barn profile was serene a-
1 figured I was nuts, I could be killed, but we gainst the sunset, with all the smoke and flames 
both gunned our vehicles out into the cornfield, com111g from behind it-- it was the horse barn. 
were p1cked up and blown back into the house, I Many fire trucks came scream1ng out, the wind 
went to 1 oak out the back door and a tree had was away from the barn, and they saved it, 
fallen right where my car had been. The Miss- though the horse barn and surrounding buildings 
issippi area got it bad, but Rock county as~ . burnt to the ground. It was kids playing with 
let off lfghtly. See the Dally News articl (l~~tt.ff'-l1atches who started 1t. 

Water unavail~ble at fire seen 
By Robert Baxter Jr. 

Daily News staff writer 

Firefighters today were question· 
ing the availability of water at a 
barn fire east of Beloit Thursday 
night that destroyed a power boat 
and left a trailer home and semi
tractor trailer truck damaged. As 
much as $35,000 damage has been 
reported. 

As the walls of a nearby trailer 
suddenly started to melt, all Beloit 
fire shift commander Brian Brown 
could do was hope and pray the 
home did not ignite. He didn't have 
any water left to battle the blaze. 

Fire officials were unsure where 
the hydrants were at that location 
and had to call in water tankers 
from neighboring municipalities. 

"We're just not used to th11t," said 
Brown, from his home this morning. 
"We're a municipality and used to 
using city water. All I could see was 
one trailer, then another and an· 
other going up in flames." 

Later, a hydrant was found by a 
resident, hidden in the bushes, 
some 50 yards from the fire scene. 

"I just don't understand why 
these hydrants are not on our com
puler," aaid a frustrated Brown, 
who noted the fire hydrant updates 
are handled at City Hall. •nt be 
going out there Sunday with a crew 
to mark them ourselves." 

A fire official aaid this morning 
changee made to the computer aye-

tern many timee require the system 
to be shut down which may have 
caused problema in updating the in· 
formation. 

He could not aay for sure why the 
hydrant locations were not in the 
computer. 
· Fire officials today were calling 
the bam fire "eWipicioue" and said 
kids playing with matches may 
have been the e&Wie of the blaze. 

Barn fire reported 
The blaze erupted shortly before 

7:30 p.m. at 2601 Colley Road, just 
outside the Colley Road trailer 
park, fire officials aaid. 

Brown said firefighters arrived 
minutes later and watched as the 
barn, which housed a boat and 
other personal items, was smoking 
heavily then suddenly burst into 
flames. 

It reportedly belonged to Dale 
Faulkner, listed as owner of the 
trailer park. The value of the barn 
and its contents is estimated at 
$21,000. 

Fire officials immediately called 
for assistance from town of Turtle 
and South Beloit, then battled the 
blaze for nearly an hour before it 
was finally under control. 

Lack of water cited 
But Brown cited delays in waiting 

for water that may have hampered 
firefighting operations. Several min
utes were lost as water tankers 

by Ken Half~Mm 

Area firefighters helped battle a blaze night which 
destroyed a barn at the Earl Boutelle on Colley Road east of 
Beloit. A motor boat, farm machinery and a truck were also 
damaged or destroyed'in the fire, which was attributed to children 

]Jtayln9 with matches. a 'Oft, A v.q. -a. 7 ~3 
were brought in from otherloca- unlit about 9 p.m., eetimating dam· 
tiona. age and watchi~g for hotspot.. . 

Thirteen firefighters were on the A nearby tra1ler home, belongmg 
scene and many suffered heal- to Timothy Louffier, suffer~ about 
related exhaustion as others were $6,000 damage to an extenor wall. 
brought in to fight the blaze. A semi-tractor trailer also suffered 

Brown said he cut his hand and an unspecified amount of damage. 
was treated at Beloit Memorial Fire and police officials were co~· 
Hospital. tinui~g their investigation th11 

Fire unit. stayed on the ecene mommg. 

ACTVAUY Tf-!E~E WA~ J!>LENT'(at= WATER: THE f-IREMEN DfDN'T 
K~W WHE~ TK E t-t YP 'K~i WA. s t lob alb1et a lovwg slob --was fanc1ed by Eliz-
.... P IJlN' HOME ON M 1:. fiLu GTON 
Talk tJ uck The three-legged cat Gt Lhez 
rJous, who met who knows what dreadful accl
dent tn klttenhood {his brot her Stumpy lost h1s 
LJlP then was lost in Beloit t11l Elle tracked 
hm1 down, and ftnally wac: happy at the farm-
but there were too rna · 21ts th· ·- i.-...-.o1 he <.. 

abeth We1r ENNL reader who somet 1mes stays at 
the farm overnight en route to northern Mlchl
gen. Now L 1 mpy I i ves at her WJ nten zed cottage 
on Lake Bloormngton 1s a favonte w1th .~11 the 
ne1ghbors ana when El1z beth 1s up north, :.t.':lys 
w1th the year-round caretakers of the summer 

o nearb WhAt A 11 f e' 1Ve Ell zabethl 

NCT E: : 
Ma..~ to: l..otsK 
for ~h 
£-4-orles~ 
Th!~k£1 
t1t ~ 5~ 
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KARL HAS QUADRUPLE BYfJASS Da11, Jackie and Elle f1ttend~~:arey Crone1s also 
ln•:luctea; Cathy Crone1s there looking exactly 
l1ke her mother, w1th a daU•jhter who looks JUSt Bac~~ In Novernoer. Uncle Karl, feelm•~ fat1gue 
l1ke Cathy d1•j Jn h1gh scr1ool and college, cnug' and s_hortness of br·.eath ended up With rather 
The ong1nal Jetter sa1d "W. J Dou·~an" so Dad and sudden sunje~•J He s done. splendidly, thougt·i he 
Jack1e were gathermg stuff on Gramp But they reports t~e aftermath 1sn t exactly roses Jo IS 
really meant Mom NOW they're mterested in WJ. now coo~--lng gourmet no-cholesteral meals 

.-------~------..... THERE IS NO JOY IN MUDVILLE 

Five Beloiters have been elected to the Beloit Hall of Fame. They 
will be inducted in a 2 p.m. ceremony Sunday, Oct. 17 in the Beloit 
Historical Society Linooln Center. 

The five are the Rev. John Collins, Dr. Carey Croneis, Vera Dou
gan. Dr. William Fitzgerald and Col. Edgar O'Connor. 

The ceremony is open to the public. The program is cooperatively 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and Beloit Historical Society. 

One of the five inductees will be featured each day this week. The 
focus today is on Vera Dougan. 

She helped start symphony, 
danced with Charlie Chaplin 

Beavercreek OR cra1 g and BarOi:lra Dougan of 
th1s c1ty sent the ENNL ed ·3 membershio in the 
fan club of Beavercreek's most famous Citizen 
The first Cpre-01ymo1c) new·3letter has been 
reao bu everuone at Sangamon State and we are 

v - ~s'" 01 1M pte.' 
an breathlessly awa1t1ng the next~e01 1 n_ : 

GILLIAN AND TAMARA HOMEOWNERS 
Verdi NV G1l11en Jacl' son and Tamara Baren, 
who 1s Cress's 6th grade teacher 1an•j was also 
her 4th and 5th) have throvm 1r1 their lot togeth-

oo'::r:n ci!~~~Jul~~~fs~5.~: ffi~~c~hooi. ;:;9;j.s~~n~~~~~ er and purchased a house 1n a VIllage near Reno 
youngest child of Dr.1 Morton France to do reconstruction work. It has frUJt trees. space JnSlde and out. a fire
Wardner and Evaline Anderson where she met Ronald Dougan. place J:lO 'dIS qen· ·all splen11'd The hO "8h ld Wardner. A sister, Olive, and a ' ~,~•, - t!f Y 1 

- 11 U.::. 0 They were married in Chateau 
brother, ThierryMay3, 1924 also Includes Gabnel and Manka Baren_ Jack1e 
·Horace, are 
both deceased. The couple returned to Beloit VISited In December and was delighted. She's 

in the autumn of 19U. Mrs. Dou-
~· j~tll8fo gao became active in teaching known Tamara now three years, and always 
days short of , dance and participating in com- YlSitS school for a day to enj"oy both Cress and 

9 munity activities as well as bear-
e~day. 3 

rd ing four children by January of Tamara Jn action ThiS year we went on a field 
1930. She presented dance recit-

h:::: ;!~ als on the lawn of the Big House tnp to petroglyphs and Indian storage caves. 
ridden at . _ at Dougan Dairy and at Theodore Gillian has a job as troubleshooter for the UNR 
home since Dougan Lyman Wright Art Hall of Beloit B" 1 D t t t bl b . 
the last year, her bed in the fam- College. She also directed several 10 ogy epar men , t le main pro em eln•J 
ily living room was the hub of city-wide pageants in the 1930s. there S no defl ni t1 on to the ] OIJ, She has to meke 
family activities and she did not Mrs. Dougan wanted her chll-
enter the hospital until her last dren to have musical opportuni- Itt erselfl But better than diSSeCting wormsl 
morning ties, so she imported a strings JACKIE FARES FU 

From · chudhood she was an teacher from Rockford. The frui- RTHER WEST 
eagerstudentofpianoandballet, tion of the Atring acljvity made Besides VlSitlng Gillian, Cress and t_he E•"'r·ens, 
studying at the Haylett School of possible the Beloit Janesville '-' 
Dance and the American Conser- Symphony, founded by Lewis and Jackie spent tWO days With Daman:; at that "odd 
vatory of Music. After graduation Pat Dougan Dalvit in the early I' t t 1 
from high school, she did social 1950's. 1 - e school ," the Rudolph Steiner College 1n 
work at the Association House in Sacramento, oJnlj ,jecided ShP._. COllld bA_ ''app•• 
Chicago (similar to Jane Addam's Mrs. Dougan was instrumental '• ~ 
Hull House.) She also continued in beginning the symphony's su~ there, rnaklng mUSIC, doing ,jf"t, choral spe~-kmg, 
her musical studies. She and a portive women's guild. The sym- d t 
small coterie of volunteers were phony's concert master's chair i• gar emng, e c Most memorable were two walks 

endowed in her name. b th 
on call at the Chicago Opera as Y e nver With Derm, and enJ·orqng her talking 
interpretive dancers, as the opera Vera Dougan found a strong :;;, 
had no official ballet at that time. music club in Beloit, Treble Clef. cat, CheSWICk, as well as her house- and school-
She danced as a wood nymph in She was its president in 1937. mates Then t h [ t 
more than one movie with the Through Treble Clef she became - on Wl- •amans I) AliSOn w'alsh's, 
youngCharlieChaplin. acquainted with the Federation a steak dmner with Alison and Paul, much inter-

She was offered a combination of Music Clubs, accepting offioee t. ( 
scholarship and teaching position in the Wisconsin Federation, then es mg te I k e ;peel·:! 11 y about "Shadowl ands" and 
~n~~lL~d ~ll~leinea~~ ~=ool~n~~r ~;n onan~e ~~: Joy Gresham), I read Alison's sens1tive writing 
her BaChelor of Arts degree was tional board, became national --she's PUBLISHEOI and vre learned what It's 
also a faculty member teaching president in 1956. She remained like to be emplolled b• __ • an "escort s.::._rvl·(.'_"'" I 
ballet, swimming and coaching active in the National Federation :;;, '-i ,... ,... 

sports. of Music Clubs, holding con~u- ravelled on to Annabelle Dirks' 1n Santa Cruz 
Her alma mater in 1966 bon- ing posts of responsibility, until 

ored her with a Doctor of Music near her death. J ld VISited Megan and Michael by day. Megan and 
P.:M· ~~h.~~u~ra'h :!~ AI~~: j:_ •M:rC:r~!te~~ Nent to par~-- and beach With the bab1es, to a 

...._ ________________ ....;...;......__, )izza d1nner of the Air Patrol w1th the whole 

en and attic splendor (and being n:tpldly adopted) 
we also lunched with Ann6belle's mece Abigoil 
1:1t an elegant place Annat,elle listened to my 
~ ,nct.Baro stories every night I thoroughly 
2' _,oyed m'J·:;elf, and I Hrank a11 you dear ones 
from the cocldes of my he6rt 

f.sm11y, did Chnstmas shopp1ng, had fun LOTS 
of baby holding! And w1th Annabelle, 1 cut a 
Chnstmas tree, went on a shopp1ng tnp to san 
Francisco where we had to elbow our way uo to 
f[]ncy store Windows 1n order to see shelter cots 
and pupp1es I lYing in Vic ton on parlor and lotch-
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