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TV's " Unsolved Mystenes' made no promises but sent a crew to photo
graph what rmght be the Site of ancient civilization undef Rock Lake 
Lloyd Hornbostel. left. a Rock Lake property owner. observes diVefS 

along w1th cameraman Bob WISe . center of Los Angeles and sound man 
Rock Panerson. of New Yorll. who were tentatively capturing the lind on 
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'Poems, in all their nakedness' 
The Belott Poetry Journal: Celebrating 40 years, but now makmg waves from Down East. 

s~ ., w Beloit Pot try 1011m111 
11n MGilablt 01 $8 a-,_.. RFD 2, Box 
15-4, ElU.-rA, M.nt., 04605. 

In the autumn of I 950, 
three months after the Korean 
"pollee acuon" began and 
when Belo1t area spectawrs 
began anttctpatmg the 
forthcommg basketball court 
explons of Ron Bontemps, 
Babe Bapust, and Fran Stahr, 
a modest penodtcal made 1ts 
debut. 

The edt tors of Beloit Poet!'\ 
journal m that mauguraltssue 
dtsclosed thetr baste game 
plan: "To get hold of the best 
contemporary poetry we can 
fmd and pnnt n." 

Furthermore, the JOurnal's 
mtroductory message con· 
tmued, the edt tors would 
avotd lengthy rev1ews and 
techntcal essays and devote at 
least three-quarters of the 
space to "poems, m all the1r 
nakedness." As a precauuon 
agamst mdtvidual edttorial 
crotchets, guest edt tors would 
be mvned to oversee one or 
two ISSUes a year. 

) 

years can look back w1th no Itt· 
tie sat1sf1ction on what >he\ 
done to !,'Uidc the maga:me to 

middle a~e matunty. 
Manon Kmgston Stock mg. 

who reured a~> emenrus profe>· 
sor and cha1r of Belmt's Engltsh 
department in 1984, still wear. 
the edttonal hat-though per· 
haps now an L.L. Bean creation, 
inasmuch as she does the work 
at her h ome m Lamome, 
Mame, overlookmg picturesque 
Frenchman Bay and Mr. Desert 
Island, Site of the posh Bar Har· 
bor summer resort and Acadta 
Nauonal Park. 

For the journal's 40th btrth· 
day edition-the forthcommg 
Summer 1990 1ssue-Srockmg 
has marshaled a chapbook con· 
tammg "a ghnery hst" of 25 
new works from poets the 
magazme o ngmally published in 
the 1950s: Gwendolyn Brooks, 
Wilham Stafford, Adnenne 
R1ch, and many others. Com· 
pleung the circle, in other 
words, by both hewmg to tradt· 
uon and celebratmg the new. 
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And so the tradttion began, 
wtth Chad Walsh, author/poet 
and Beloit Enghsh professor, 
and Robert H. Glauber, small 
press and magazme editor, set· 
tmg the course, and the poet 
and noveliSt May Sarton Sit· 

ung m the first chau as guest 
edt tor. 

Manon Stockifll: Htr Btlait Poetry )oumalu tlmm11at age -fO. 

"When Chad and Robert 
defined the magazme m 1950," 
sa1d Stockmg m a recent 
telephone mterview, "they d1d a 
superb job, and we have not 
changed it m any respect. What 

The contents gave every mdtcation of 
promises kept: Richard Eberhart was rep· 
resented wtth htS War and Poetry, as was 
john Ciardi with Elec Dt[trred. Walsh 
contributed Eptthalamium for Bob and 
)aclae, and Sarton offered her own wnt· 
mgas well. 

artiSts-Franklin Boggs, Verne Shaffer, 
'50, Mary Ross-and, m the early years, 
often repeated for economy's sake with 
nothmg more than a change m mk 
color. The price for thas periodac anthol
ogy of two dozen or so poems was 25 
cents, lmle more than the cost of a pack· 
age of Chesterfields. 

has changed, however, is the 
context. There were very few poetry 
magazmes an 1950, and now there are 
thousands, so the market has enlarged 
radically Poets have an enormous 
choice." 

Nonetheless, desp1te th1s increased 
competition, the Beloit Poetry journal 
has mamtamed a stable circulanon ba..e 
of about 1,200 over the years, 5endmg Its 

The cover design of the journal was 
usually created by one of ~vera I Belott 

Now, with the Belo1t Poetry journal 
reach me age 40, It' eduor for 35 of those 

quart~rly wues to libranes all ovn tM 
W04'1d u well as to sulliCribina ~ts and 
fnmds. 
~ fact that we have contmued to 

maintain the same po~itlon for all thote 
yean while the marker has exploded 11 
healthy," says S!odma. 
~ thts mean that ~try Is thrivma 

~than ever today? 
"That's cenamly ttue quanmauvely," 

says S!oclona. "There are many 11\()U 

reople wnung and publts}una ~try, 
but qualttauvely 11 is hard to say. My 
op1mon 11 that the ~ms we publish 
today ar~ monger than those we pub· 
hsheJ m th~ ~arly yurr-more powerful 
m the1r tmagery, more 1maganauve, more 
•tnkm~ . Takmg the strongest ~ms ,.e 
can get IS sull paymg off." 

One f'O"'•ble exceptiOn to Stock•na's 
compamon ,.-as the magazme's Wmter 
1957·8115ue, whose pubJ.cauon of 
teveraltndustnal-st:rengrh, new-wave 
poems fundamentally altered the 
JOUrnal'' own corporate structure. 

"Tlm work br1stles with revolt," 
wrote James Boyer May in introductory 
comments to the issue, which was in· 
tended to contrast the worb of such 
contemporary BmiSh ~ts u KtniJley 
Am11 wath some cumng-edge matenal 
from the Wes~ Coau. 

"May was son of dean ofh11tor.ans of 
the lmle map21ne movement and pub
liShed Trau, an tndex to J.ule 
mapunes," says Stoclttng. "He was a 
&loiter [class of'25, May atte~ the 
collqc for three semestm). We asked 
h1m 1f he would put roeether a samplina 
cJ poems from memben of the to. An· 
~Ia undefiFOWl'l," precunon of the 
beat mo,·ement then develop1ng. 

Many critiCS m the 19501 cor~~Kkred 
the MGM musiCal to be to. Anaeles's 
rnnc•rel culrural upon, but the c1ry's 
underaround rocu rrcwed 11\()U than 

equal to the ta<k of arousme arrmic con· 
ti'O\o'ftSy. Under the cover cia stark 
"hite tree wuh heavy blxlt roots mired 
m the symboliC underaround, the assue 
came off the pre55 wuh, for the limn, 
rather re'·olutionary content. 

A pnme examrle was Gil Orlovic's 
NOf, a causuc and meverent cornrnen· 
tary on contemporary tnsiiiUIION and 
values that left h•m tesune the edge of 
the envelore, and othcn ,.·ere only 
sltghtly less conuoven•al. 

<Ale mnnber of the BeJou faculry did 
noc hlce what he read and set about 
mUSftnna oprtl51110n a mona faculty 
members "'llh what Ementus Hutory 
Professor Raben lrnnann called "pious 
rroch,~tiCS. • Wuh 0\ad Walsh away 
on Jea,~. Mar.on Stockmaand her hus
band, David, found themselves on the 
f1nng J.ne. Thetr cnuc, Stocktng says, 
began send•na marked copies to sym· 
fetheuc trustees. 

Ur to that ume the BeJou Poetry 
Joomal had been pubJ.shed by Belou 
College, although, an Suxkmg's recollec· 
uon, the relauonsh1p was mformal. 

"There " 'as no quesuon," she &af5, 
"that [Pres1dent Carey] Crone1s m· 
tendeJ 11 to be a College puhhcauon. He 
authon:ed u because he thought that 
tht College n~ an tntellecrual1m~ 
to countnact the 11hleuc •mage." 

Fund me for the Journal, r.onetheless, 
"-as another matter, and Walsh, the 
S!cxkmgs, and others customarily played 
the role of1mpoveruhed ~IS who 
scrounaed funds wherever such were to 
be found. 

The faculry, meanwhile, debated the 
controvmy and, says Stock•na. sup
paned the Journal, as dtd then-President 
M1ller Upton, 1lbeat uneasily. But s1nce 
the relauonshtp between College and 
Journal had been tnformal all alona. espe· 
ctally the fund•na. the net effect was 
ITIOilly a reviSed publl~Mr's statement u 

nil u 1 new·found freedom to ao broke. 
In any case, the brea.k .,.,th BeJou Col· 

Ieee "'25 ol!ki.al, and the Summer 1958 
1I5Ue "'as l~st:ed as bema"publlshed by 
the ednon," who, tn add1uon to the 
founders and the Stodings, now in· 
eluded the ~t Davtd l&natow. loolcina 
b.ci:, S!ochng dllllUSSeS the flap U I 

"tempest in • teapot. • 
"We've been completely independent 

e\-et IInCe, • she sa~ •J used to scrape 
tortthu enoueh tO pay printers. AJJ of 
thll "'25 our of our pockets unul th11 
ynr." 

A few federal grants have helped 
reduce the shocmll, which generally 
amounts to "1 couple thousand doll1n, • 
she says. Now lllCorporated as a non· 
rrof•t foundauon, however, the JOUm&l 
can arrroach potent.al donors •nd offer 
tax deductiOns for conrnbutiOnS. 

The S!odlllCS moved the mapune 
10 Ma1ne upon their retirement 1n 1984 
Manon contmued the .,.Ofk on her o,.-n 
after (}wid's death the same year 

In culuvatma the foetry Joui'Nll'sspt· 
caal.domatn of"the grG'Ning tip of 
~try," Scoding conunues publishina 
mo5tly what comes "over the transom
but every other ynr "~ publ.sh 1 
chapboolc (they've done 20 altocether). 
Our last: one was probably the ITIOil im· 
portant we've ever had, John 
Ro.enwald's chapbook of new ~try 
from the People's Repubhc ofOlina 
[Wmter 1988-9]. It's really • h11tonc 
publication, the onii place you can 10 to 
see what ~ts under 40 there have been 
"'nllfll." 

Beloat Prol'essor R01enwald and his 
.,.,fe, Ann Arbor, are currently on the 
nwaa:•ne's boerd, as are formn BeJou 
teachen Bnan Dibble and David Sander· 
100 and student Anna FlllCh, '83. 

Althouah S!ocklll8 sa)" she has more 
wits staked out than she can po111bly ac· 
cornphsh m her lifetime, she's 

nonethdeu reduced her loed somewhat. 
She has e•vm ur blrd·bend•na but 
rema1ns an •cuve trustee of the nearby 
Stanwood w.ldhfe Sanctuary. 

Stock•ng has her own Latona Press 
and conunues work, for Johm Hopk1ns 
Umven1ty Press, on an ed111on ofCia~re 
Oa11111ont's letters, pan cJ her on·goane 
research tnto the Byron-Shelley famaly 
circles. 

All considered, she plans to her the 
Belou Poetry Joui'Nll movma forward to 
the half-century marie, no doubt a corn· 
fort to the 1,200 'ubscribers and far more 
readen of every IISUC. And even though 
Frenchman Bay is now home to the httle 
journal that sumed on Indian hagh 
eround above the Rod R1ver, S!odul&'s 
conrnbuton sllll have no trouble target· 
ma her transom. 

"Every day I walk up the hill for the 
mail," she says, "I come down w1th 
another annloed of work." 
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