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KID'S STUFF 
"Reading, Writing, and Radio" 
and its creator, Jackie Jackson 

RADIO I Barbara B~rdt 

The first lady 
of radio 

I 
t's lunchtime. 

The high-pitched hubbub 
of children's voices echoes 
through the gym. The aroma 
of turkey and gravy mingles 
with the sounds of clicking 

forks and straws slurping the last 

ConliltUI!d on next page >-
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STATE • 

· UNJVERSI~ 
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SSU at 20 .. . A Record of Achievement. A Promise for the Future 

A Faculty Dedicated to Teaching 
After 20 years, excellence in teaching remains at the heart of San

gamon State University's mission. Strongly dedicated to provid1ng stu
dents with the best possible education. SSU's faculty members con
stantly apply creative teaching methods that involve personal attention 
to students' needs. 

Representative Facuft¥ 
1
crp ~ 

;.r 
Cullom Davis, professor of histocy since 1971 and director of the 

Uncoln Legal Papers. was recently a guest at the White House where he 
attended the Inaugural Lecture. one of a series on the presidency spon
sored by President George Bush. A well-known Lincoln expert, lJaVJs has 
been the focus of several interviews by national and local media con
ceming a rare transcript of a murder trial in which Lincoln served as the 
defense counsel. Davis. who also recently served as president of the 
Illinois Humanities CounCil, was mentioned ina Feb.IO New York limes 
article about Lincoln. Lastyear, he partitipated in an intemational confer
ence on Abraham Lincoln held in Taiwan. 

His llv'Ork represents an excellent comb1nat1on of teaching and public 
affairs. 

Recently, Wisconsin readers were treated to e~cerpts from English 
Professor Jacqueline Jackson's book-in-progress. The Round 
Bam, as partofWisconsin Public Radio's "Chapter-A-Day" program. The 
author of 10 children's books, Jackson's first book, The Cloudlanders, 
(written at age 10) ran serially in The Galesburg Post for four months. 

. ~ 1'170! 
Jackson( a graduate of the University of Michigan Who has taught at 

SSU since 1971. was chosen by students and alumni to receive the first 
Dennis C. Foss Award for Creative Excellence in Teaching. She origi
nated 'N'SSU's "Reading and Writing and Radio" program, a creative 
writing radio class for 2nd-12th graders - a show she has recorded 
weekly since 1975. The program is broadcast over 'N'SSU's sideband. an 
auxiliacy t:hannel heard on special receivers transmitted to schools and 
the visually 1mpa1red each weekday moming. This year. 36 schools in 21 
communities are participating. 

Davis and Jackson are just i:\NO of the teachers who make SSU a 
special and unique univer..ity. Others will be featured in the Mure. We 
invite you to experieroce. first hand. the quality of teaching offered at 
Sangamon State. 

For mor~ information about SSU, please call 
: . . 217/786-6716 - . . ~ .. 

SSU ;H 20 11 111ppor tt·d 1111 ouql, P' ivat!' fund~ g1V!'n for t h1·. purposP . , 
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drops of chocololte mille from minia
ture cartons. Apples. Twinkles. 
Chips. Red fruit roU-ups stick to tiny 
fingCl"S. 

The lr.jds of V'U'den Elementary 
School sit at long ptcnic-style tables 
designed for their smaU bodies, girls 
and boys in separate clumps. 
Absorbed with each other and with 
their mid .<fay meals, they shovel 
down food from compartmentalized 
trays, brown paper sacks, ALF lunch 
boxes. 

Suddenly, a few youngsters 
glance up, whisper to their friends, 
point. A wave of smiles, claps and 
excited giggles flows from the bKk 
table to the front; students begin to 
knccl on their seats, getting a better 
look at the celebrity who has just 
walked into the cafeteria. 

"Hi kids!" says a vibrant, gray
haired woman. lt's the first lady. 

Barbara Bush 1 No, this first lady 
wears Nikes. lllinois' first lady of chil
dren's radio that is, a star of equal 
magnitude in the eyes of V'U'dcn Ele
mentary students. 

"Hi Jackie!" the kids shout. The 
room explodes with applause and 
cheers. Jackie Jackson is in her ele
ment. 

"I feel like a hero in V'U'den." says 
Jackson. professor of English at Sang
amon State University, author of ten 
children's books, and creator of 
"Read.in,, Writing, and Radio," a 
children s radio allow that stimulates 
elementary and middle school stu-

dents to write creatively. "MOlt olthc bathroom llories In! writing activities, tour the campus, 
Jack9on is at Virden to tape a pro- hilarious," ahe says. "Like the mother and meet their pen pals, as well as 

with fifth grade teacher Roee who got her foot caught in the toikt university professors. 'Tile Jamboree 
and four sixth gradCl"S who No one could get it out. F'mally. a is not only wonderful p.r. for the 

an~ rgan's former pupils. 1aclde's repa.lnnan had to take the toilet out school. but the most colorful day of 
an inspiration to the children. • says of the bathroom. She had to ride in the year," Jackson says. 1t cclcbrates 
<:organ. whose classes have partici- the back of his truck to a ~ shop writing and makes the radio show 
paled in the program for nearly fif- with her foot in the toilet!" ~ visible." 
teen years. "She's also a surprise to Although the format of the show During the Jamboree years, 
them because she's so friendly and has remained the same over the almost 8,CXXl individual compositions 
interested in them. She treats the chil- years, Jackson has added discussion were sent to SSU from more than 
dren as equals. She never talks down of IOCial problems that a.ffcct chil- eighty schools in twenty communi-
to them." dren. 'Tve tackled subjects I wouldn'l ties. "That Jamboree did so much for 

Jackson has recorded the show have tackled at the beginning," she all the ldds," says Corgan. 1 can't 
weekly during the school year since says. "Divorce, drugs, -child abuse. believe they quit supporting it for 
1975 through the Public Affairs There's no subject that can't be writ- lack of funds. The university could 
Department at Sangamon State. The ten about and many that ought to be appeal to these kids. The children get 
program is broadcast over WSSU- written about." to see the university in a way that 
FM's sideband, an auxilliary channel Corgan agrees. "The student's they ordinarily wouldn't. All the pl'()-
heard on special receivers, transmit- responses aver the yeers have shown fessors who take part are just great." 
ted to schools and the visually that children have some unresolved Banners used to identify each class at 
impaired, each weekday morning. questions and concerns and haven't the event still hang above all the par-
Thirty-six schools in twenty-<>ne cen- had a way to voice these to their par- ticipating classrooms at V'U'den. Cor-
trallllinois communities are partici- ents," she says. She cites the program gan's reads, "Corgan's Classy J<lds." 
paling this year. as helping children cope, and recalls For now, Jackson is happy to be 

"My hope is that kids, through the a former student, now in col.lege. with her kids at V'U'den. ready to tape 
program. will find writing a joy and a whose parents got divorced while the a program about the children's classic 
therapy, as well as a valuable skill; child was in fifth grade. Writing for The l"nnd in the ~. Sixth graders 
Jackson says. Jackie's show "hel~ the child get Bumpus, Matthew Barham, Mark 

"Reading and Writing and Radio" through that year,J:;t;e uys. Maynerisch, and Amy Bickel, along 
presents a wide variety of topics Sixth grader Jo Croll appreciates with Corgan. are ready to talk to 
interesting to young people. At the programs that treat such difficult sit- Jacloon about the projects they creal-
end of each show, Jackson discusses uations. 1 liked Alicia's story best, • ed in conjunction with reading t.he 
ideas to foster the children's writing she says, referring to a program story. 
on the wcc.k's subject. Then the based on Virden student Alicia Emer- ·~built Toad's mansion." says 
papers pour in: hundreds of chil- 10n's aocount of her grandmother's Maynerisch. 1t had a kitchen. bed-
drcn's manuscripts each month. Jack- battle with Alzheimer's disease. 1t rooms, everything. 'M! used doll 
ton and a student assistant read each had more meaning to lt. • house furniture. • 
and select some to be read on the air Vuden students have as much to "Do you lcnow a Greg Mayner-
during "Reading Your Writing" seg- say about Jackson as they do about ischr asks Jackson. 
ments broadcast four or five times the subjects she discusses on the 'That's my uncle. He's in college 
each scrnesrer. radio. "She's an excellent writer," says now." 

"Being read over the radio is fifth-grader Chris Seabolt. "But before "I think I had him in Reading, 
embarrassing," says sixth grader Ali- I saw her, J thought she was a pop Writing, and Radio, tool" 
cia Bumpus with a smile that reveals star. J lho~ht she was Michael Jack- Jackson leans over with the mlke 
ahe likes it anyway. "I miss the show son's sister. to ask Matthew Barham about writ-
this year since my class isn't doing it." "She seems young on the radio, ingidcas for the kids in the audience. 

This year Jackson has aslced stu- like eighteen or twenty," says Heather "Well. we wrote three pages about 
dents to write about a woman partici- Kruerrunelbein ol the sixty-<>ne-year- the story. We had to write our Jackie 
paling in a traditionally male-dorni- old professor. "When she talks she Jackson's, too," he says. 
nated activity or job, and vice versa, makes it sound interesting," says "Your Jackie Jackson's?" she asks. 
in a show entitled "My Mom the sixth grader Tammy Fry. "When I 'ihat's what we call Reading, 
Mechanic"; about a time when they heard her, it made it interesting. So I Writing, and Radio eapers," he says. 
felt worthwhile and happy with staned to read and write." "jackie Jackson's, says Jackson. · 
themselves in "Oevcr as Clever"; and Jackson appreciates the student's breaking into a smile. 1 like that." 
about their own inadequacies in "Tall enthusiasm. "'t heartens me to know Q 

Girl." a program about a girl who that the kids enjoy the show," she "-~ "tL .uu .. vI. . l.L 1:1 •. '.I. 
fccls she's too tall. "The teachers like says. "That it's not forced on them by "7" Q... "' rJ .... ~niL a Cl4o\. 
to have TaU Girl' early in the year teachers." t · tl .JL .... ~.J J L 'IS 
because it gives them a window into Still, Jackson and Corgan agree ~ /ltl a. JUt' ~ e 1l.U : 
their kids." says Jackson. This show that university support is vital to the 1f.&.t MO~ r tatS Miu t,~ ~ 
gmcratcs writing by kids who feel program. In 1987, lacko(funding r-· 
sclf<Ons0oUS becaUSC Of hearing dif• ended the annual 1amboree" that b. r~ ce ilin;J I" steeped 
ficultics or wearing glasses; others Jac'kson initiated in 1982.Jackson's 1..-cK.. off 'f{u /Ct.J:/~rou.fo 
feel too (at, thin, skinny, smart, small, classes exchanged names, giving W 
or dumb. each !ltudent the opportunity to have 1,,141ft <;/u 4/""'•"bJ l.iJc1.,e ~ 

"Everyone feels too something," a pen pal in another community. w , '~ 
stresses Jackson. Each spring, all the students would c b sed -loi { ef ~&.:1- ~0 6et-

But there are the funny stories, spend a day at Sangamon Slate, par- t_,..,r ,,J).,,_
1 
;, W:.w. (t)6idett.. 

too. ticipate in a number of reading and ..,...,.., ......:~ "' II !.A 
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GAI.I'- 611Ht,- 'I ;~lkuig w1th Mary A.Uc!IIIWln-th and gone to New 'iork. "lie urged me to ('(lmc to 
l"rtighton these d.iys l:i llke unearthing some fasci· New York and marry hlm. lie -.u nice. A~ 1 cUd." 
natmg journal.btlc time capsule. Once 88ain. 6he trooped from paper to paper, 

~he is, at ~1, not only one of the nation's oldest finally winding up at the old Hearst American, whtcb 
working colunml.&ts, but her stories go back over 70 was then located on Park Row. Arthur Brisbane Will 
yeatli to a time when she wrote Cor Wllllam Randolph a frequent companion on the elevator. Hearst him· 
II ean;t's New York Amen can in those steamy days sell spent considerable Ume at hUI.Ilagshl.p paper and 
of newspapenng when sob SISters gathered lnnumer· wu so personally Involved he woUld giVe $10 to tilt' 
able storleb des~gned to make readers weep. reporter who, In his judgment, wrote the best s!Dry 

If television's soap operas have taken over the of the week. Mary Creighton won that coveted bonus 
funct.lon today, wnters llke Mary-Allensworth would arter a few weeki at the paper with a story (re· 
often uncover the kind of tragedies not even modem pnnted here) that detailed tbe tngedy of an adopted 
soapscrtpterscanunagllle. baby who began to develop Negro features and wu 

But a story goes with it. Lots of stories. And ber brought back to the orphanage to be exchanged. 
own story reads like sometblng from the pen of 0. "They g;ave me great assignments," she says. 
Henry. One mvolved an abortive attempt by John D. Rocl.e-

Mary Allensworth Cretgbton wUl be 92 on May 29 feller to raise funds for the war through a massive 
and says brightly, "1 don't look a day over 90." And bene!ll 
:;oon, she says, she will be on the shelf. But from the "Roc)(e!eller hardly ever allowed n:porters In Ius 
flresJcle chair or her IOO.year-old home on Gales- home. They w~r~~ having war d.rtves 1111d it was vNy 
burg's Eaat Grove Street - which looks like some fashionable. RocJ«•feller sent an lnvllaUOn to U1. 
'20s setting from n Jack Finney stary -she contln· New York Amcncan ll&)'ing he was gomg to bave a 
ws to dictate oor columns for lhe Galesburg Post to musical a.od aurt1on ocr all the seats at the t.fetropob· 
her son, Peter. tan Opera Hou.-;.:. '.!bey gave me tbat Invitation.' 

NoUung qwte like she used to do for Hearst. That Tbe auction Willi to be held In lbe music room of 
au happened beCause or a poignant lorn-of-fate story Rockefeller's mansion, and Mary Creighton remcm· 
that even today bnogs a tear to the eye. bers the white ivory plano, the gUded chairs, the reU· 

There wu Mary Allensworth during the lng like a cbeckerboard with llgbts In each llqiW"'!, 
)ears of World War I, a student at Knox, and wildly the walls dnpplng w1th palnUn,gs. 
111 lovt> With one Henry Padtburst, a boy who at· "We sat on tho:ie llttle golden chair~ One fat boy 
tended Coe College In Iowa. Tbey met at a party. He came In with his mother. There weren't more than 
brou!:hl oor flowers. "He was adorable," Mary says. six reporters. Bulno other guests came. Rockefeller 
"Rut my parents thought he was a llbertine. lie was anxious. We walled an hour. Then he and Mrs 
promiSed the next Ume he vu;lled me to have a die- Rockefeller came m and he sald he had a great fa\'or • 
tJonary under one ann and a Bible under the other." to ask of us. His musical Idea !ell fbt. Nobody came 

Thl'n Henry Park.hurst returned to college In to buy the bellt!fll Uckets. And he asked us not to 
Iowa and Mary Allens-worth never heard from him print the story. None of us did.'' 
aga111 - unW M!l'en years ago. After one of her Thelie were glamorous, exciting, historic Umeb. 
brtJth.:rs wed and the attic was cleaned out she went George t.l. Cohan's name wu up In lights along 
through bOrne of the memorabllia. And there Broadway. Troo~hlpesllpplng through the tog or the 
llcury Parkhlll'l>t's letl'ers. Someone In her famlly East River. RelUmlng doughboys. One of Mary 
had Intercepted them and hidden them away. They Creighton's early IISSlgnments was to do a story on 
finally arrived- 60 years too late. wounded soldiers who were being taken for a cl"lll.Se 

"So," Mary Creighton says or that broken ro- bye friend of Hear..t's. She acrtved at the dock mo-
mance, "lthought, I shall have a career." Mary Allensworth Creighton, at top, holds a ments too l:lte. The yacht already was out In thtl har· 

Wlule at Knox. ~he had worked summers In settle- photo of herself In her Offtce at the Gales- bor. But she convtncoo the Oper!itor or IUlot.ber boat 
ment houses 111 Chicago. And upon graduating In 1816, burg Post while her cat. "Sweetheart," to take her aboard. They overtook the yacht and 
she headed there and began to canvass the newspa· perches on her lap. Above, she reminisces members of lhe lTew passed ber rrom one boat to 
pt•n.. "It wa:~ pt<'llY hopeless. I tried the Trlbune,the about her 7o-year career 1n journalism. the other. Sbe got her story. 

;;::~~; ~';:: ::ea~JY ~~w:!, ~~~!~to:;:: (~IS arftC/e ~ U< ~~ma~~~~~:~~~~:;4,~~~.~Jr~~: 
h.l'e mamro tho boy next door and gone to work at One of her early U.SS'Ignments was the children's rua, 11 mcettng wtth Llldy Astor in London, an Inter· 
II art. Schallner and Marx." (.'Ourt, a ca>;e tnvolv\ng 1t boy who 1o'tolo a bacycle and vacw with her in a London Paper. Shtl was actJvc In 

Uut hlac wu:. finally lured temporarily by Richard \loon un acqwtt.al by quoting Shake~peare'e um.•, "The the restoration or "(lid Main" nt Knox CoO~:gc, and 
~·11111cgan at the Journal. He had one JOb for her. A quallty or mercy IS nol ~trained." She went home. wa~ wrltl~n up In the November, lw:l bsuc of 
l'oW.h banh bad fa.Jled anc1shc was sent to the county loolo.ed through her "Merchant of Venice," embro•· "Lady's Cu'Cie" for her work with Ow Children'• 
bwllllng to ~'Omplle a list ol the names and addresses dered lhe story wllh some or the lmes and the next MD.k Fund, whlch she ran for 38 years 111 Galesburg. 
of 1ho...e who lost thetr money. Long Polish names monung read Iter first piece over the shoulder or a The :;torles come fast and furious Her mother 
wtth lots or c's and z's. All band·wntten. One day, a rider on the I':L "1 wrote that.'' she said to the btar· who graduated from Knox In 1879, was an early rcnu 
)OUng man named Walter Creighton came down Uedownerofthepaper. nlst, she says. who managed to gel Knox CoUege to 
from Judge Kennesaw lllount.a1n LandL<~'s courtroom Her editor told her to go out and gel a better job. bold a co-ed graduaUon. Previously men and women 
to give her a hand. •· And I bad a boytrtend." And she cbd. wUUting a spot on the Chlc;-.tgo Amer· were graduated In separate ceremonies. And one 

When that job ran out. she was hired as the first ican. She was sent to Bvanston, where the pollee Ume, Mary Creighton told the story or the foundation 
woman at the C1ty News Bureau, mainly beeall!e the chlcf told her there was no liquor In town and hence or Galesburg by upstate New York farmers over 
'liar wa~ t .. klnl{ away so many of the male reportm. no bad news Her biggest story from there was that NBC'• "Quaker Oats Hour." 

LA , ( • o! a woman working at the wartlme Roo Cross who But In tUB, as the war was just about to end, ~ 
1"'\d.~ C.,.e,9k.+oll\, noW q4 <=f S 1 II\ ~:ould krut two JliUr of socks at the same ttme. That dld her career In New York journalism. "The last 
~a.u r) (r r N N L •5 )en roY 5ubsG~l b- ~>tory. wong wtth illustrations on how to do tl, took a 6lory was a sad one. The week before I left,l was to 

-- -..; · ;, k d 1 ,... r. c-r whOle p-.gc llf the Chicago Amen can 'llcnew I was a go to a JOb service to hnd oul how hard 11 was to get 
er, 14\o un.s ~ £.aJA1t.E s r he..» ri'JIOC1erbytt~;~tttme,"~he:.ays. 
l'U~LISt{ E R '· SeeP· 4 ~ more. l'Y IIICII, Waller Cre@ton hlttleruMedaso5allor P ase SM QUEEN, Page 02 
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Osteochondritis Dissecans of the Knkle 

CAUSES 
When you walk, the weight of your body is distributed over 

the top surface of the ankle bone (the talus). When you play 
sports, that weight is dramatically increased. For example, 
when you rebound in basketball, the ankle bone comes under 
three times as much stress as walking generates. 

The real problem arises when you land heavily with your 
foot turned in underneath you. This jams the inner part of the 
ankle bone apinst the lower leg bone. A tremendous amount 
of force is concentrated over a small area. Such repetition can 
damage the surface of the ankle bone. It is as if the ankle bone 
has been hit with a golf club and a divot has been wen out of 
the top of it. In medical terms, this is called osteochondritis 
dissecans . 

Why some athletes develop osteochondritis dissecans and 
others don't is a puzzle to medical scientists. In my experi
ence, the co:e:~ in those sports where the ankle is 
used hardest. ~ ~ develop this problem in a dilierent 
location from etes because they uae'their ankles 
in the "on-toe" position. The osteochondritis dissecans .... .l>ro
duces pain wben the divot-Wee piece becomes loose in iu 
crater. 

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT 
All the athletes with dissecans tell the same story. Pain in 

their ankle develops over a three- to six-month perjod. In use, 
the ankle hurts. Because swelling develops in the joint, the 
pain may intensify aher a workout, and the ankle gets stili. 
This is not a matter of instability of the ankle joint, so taping 
the ankle does not help. Only rest seems to relieve the symp
toms. 

My examination of the ankle does not give me much of a 
clue. The ankle generally has close to normal motion, and 
because the ligaments are unaffected it is not loose or unsta
ble. It is impossible to push directly on top of the ankle bone 
through the skin to find a tender area. 

The diagnosis for osteochondritis dissecans is totally depen
dent on an x-ray evaluation. Plain x-rays somet.imes show the 
loose bone fragment. It is seen lying in a shallow crater. 
Because the loose piece of bone has lost its blood supply, it 
becomes more dense on the x-ray than the renainder of the 
ankle bone and it is easily identif;,..tl Tl' ~--·- ·-

• • • 'SOY 'r~ "• 

conservative treatment to brin& relid of the symptoms. Put
ting you into a cast or restrlctin& the use of your ankle does 
not work. Biologically, the fragment does not have the ability 
to heal itself. The only answer is surgery. 

The surgery starts with an incision over the front inside pan 
of the ankle. The ankle joint is just beneath the skin in this 
area and the joint itself is opened. By putting the foot in a 
downward position, the ankle bone tips forward in the ankle 
joint. In this position, most of the ankle bone with its loose 
fragment can be easily seen. I carve out the d.issecans. It is like 
taking a worm out of an apple. This leaves just the crater. With 
a small drill, I make many holes at the base of the crater in the 
main substance of the ankle bone. Blood flows through the 
holes, creating a new blood supply. 

Eventually, a blood clot forms in the crater which, over 
time, hardens into firm scar tissue. In this instance, the 
hardened tissue acts as an excellent substitute for noma! joint 
surface material. 

After the surgery, I make a cast which I divide in half. This 
is called a bivalved cast. It allows you to remove the cast three 
times a day for motion exercises of the ankle, and while it is 
on, it assures that the ankle will be rested. 

I do not allow you to put weight on your ankle for one 
month. That means crutches. Six weeks aher the surgery, 
strengthening exercists are begun for the calf muscles and the 
muscles on the front of the leg. Three months aher surgery, if 
you have a full range of motion of your ankle, you can begin 
running and exercising. Four to six months aher surgery, full 
athletic activity is allowed. I have been very pleased with the 
results of this type of surgery. All of my patients have returned 
to their former athletic pursuits. Occasional pain and stiffness 
on damp, cold days or after extremely heavy use have been the 
only complaint11. I (I 
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LARRY RAYMER ON LOUSIN 1-tAZE L CROFT MARIANNE DREAMS!--STORR 

i"ltfc a.-tiel< r ~ o. {,.,.,·a9efl. THE CHOIR "ttOt to Uii iiiil" 
~JSliTIUN: A crear D'leiMI eeveral ,_,., linlilll in Rockford, 
AD.,~ ~..:..:.-= Janeavil.l~ and smaller nearby 

t.a earal'ftll we M4 while at- commumti~ut we wantea to uy 
tendiDg Lincoln Junior Hip more about Hall Croft. In w 
School?" (&loit', WISCoNSIN ly Newa obituary on Dec. 9, 

Answer: You bet we do, Gretchen, 1968 the paper said: •Hazel Croft 
and they were marvelous! We was ~ fine teacher, who eqjored ~ 
worked for weeks beyond achool teaching and was a firm behever 1n 
c:laaaroom hours to rehearse -playa modem 'youth. Her leadership and 
and programs• to present before fine teaching contributed much to 
parents and friends. We had boothl the development of the boys and 
m the school halls to sell homemade girls with whom she worked. She 
fudge and popcorn balls, and the believed in young people. And she 
carnivals gave us a chance to fill believed that youth should sing for 
bulletin boards with our beat claaa- the joy of singing." 
room work. . How true these words are! Hazel 

We recall that we '!¥ere m an made singing fun, and we sang for 
amateur version of "Robin Hood" for the sheer joy of singing! 
one of the carnivals, and the ex-
citement of a duel we had with 
Kenneth Ritcher. Our mothera, 
aunts and friends helped us get 
CIOitumea together, and teachers like 
Jeaaie Allen and Hazel Croft did the 
coeching and fussing over us to see 
that everything wu ent«taininl 
and "tamed out aU ripl• 

ADOdaer r.ture ~ parent.' nilbta 
WIN oo&c.ful pageant. called "'Op
•wttW" ..a.ed by Mi• Croll 
'ftlere were soloists and choruaea, 
and the music and costumes were 
.-.nd. We remember one operetta 
Qa particular called"The Em~or 
Whit-rw-L •,~-"-~~ 

AND HOW WE loved Mi• Croft. 
She was so kind and c:arinlo and 
epent hours with us outside of the 
claaaroom. She sponsored a~d 
coached a male quartet we were m 
with Elmer Johnaoo, Brown Trexler 
and Victor Johnson, and what fun 
we had. We would rehearse at her 
home on Bushnell Street serosa 
from the old Strong School, and af
ter the scales and harmonizing aea
liona abe always had little cakes, 
cookies and tea for the four of 111 

fellows. 
Miss Croft "booked" us into the 

Seaond Congregational Church, 
w-. abe was an organist and we 
attended the "Wakanda Club" vari
oal service clubs, and the Knigbta 
o(Pythias Lodge. We remember the 
K.P. date, because the folks liked 111 
.., well we ran out of songs! Our 
thNe beat were "I Love a Lassie, • 
~ucky Babe," and the spiritual 
"'Deep River.' We sang "lead," Elmer 
took high tenor, Brown was the 

tone, and Victor gave u1 a 
wonderful baas. We became known 
u '1'be Wabnda Club Quartette." 

Hazel (1he wu a lot older than 
we were at the time, but she was eo 
diaarming that we didn't call hw 
Miss Croft) played the organ. and 
piano at Second Congregational 
Church along with Lila Gayton 
when Bill Tucker was choir director. 
It was a brilliant choir which sang 
Rotaini's "Stabat Mater" in Latin on 
Good Fridays each year, and did all 
the bill ones like "The Messiah, • 
"EEijahli and "'l1le Creation." 

ALL I SEEM TO WANT TO 
00 LATEL'( 15 SIT AROUND 
~LDIN6 M{ D06 IN M'< LAP ... 

HAZEL IRENE CROFT was born 
Sept. 4, 1886, in Oshkosh, Wis., the 
daughter of James and Idn M. 
Deugan Croft (Ron Dougan, "the 
beby's milkman" in Beloit, was her 
cousin, and they were proud of each 
other.) She attended Beloit schoOls; 
was graduated from Beloit Coil• 
in 1910 with a bachelor of arts de
gree. She taught in Lake Mills, 
Burlington, Reedsburg, and Rock
ton's Hononegah High before her 
teaching years at Lincoln . 

Hazel retired from teaching in 
1951, and spent three years as 
"minister of music" at "The Chun:h 
by the Sea" at Madeira Beach, Fla. 
This was after she served as organ· 
ist for Beloit's First Church, th 
Methodist Church, and the Second 
Congregational Church. She always 
specialized in youth choral groups. 
In between she took advanced edu
cational work at Pomona College in 
California, Northwestern Univer
lity, and the Oberlin Conservatory: 
of Music in Ohio. 

A member of the Methodilt 
Church, Hazel was active in variou 
eommunity musical circles, inchJd 
ing Treble Clef. She took an activ~ 
role in the Eastern Star, Phi Beta 
Phi sorority at Beloit College, aM 
the Retired Teachers' Association. 

HAZEL WAS A resident of Cedar: 
Crest in Janesville when she died 
in 1968, closing a long career o 
inspiring others with her music.~ 
and her charming personality. Sh• 
was another of "the great teachers' 
~ the community held affection• 
ately in the memories of 80 many 
We owe her 80 much. And we'll 
never forget her. Thanks, Gretchen, 
for your letter, and the memories of 
the fun-filled wcarnivals" at Lincoln 
Junior High School. How lucky we 
were to have attended Lincoln in 
those exciting times! 

Daily News Historian Laurence A 
lloyTMr, forTMr editor of tM paper4 

writes Heritage Q. & A. Questwna 
may be submitted in writing t6 
HerillJ6e Q. & A., Beloit DaUy News; 
149 State St., &Joit, WI 53511. 

-·-

Charlotte IU!b pia~ ANw, • little .... wbo flnda tMt tile hoiiM ••• 
lkatohM .. • ,_..,,...., .._ u. MttliC tor...,.__"' I 
.............. ,•-av.~a~~~a .. t .. tlll 1 .... 

'Paperhouse': A Smart 
'Elm Street' Alternative 
by Josh Mooney 

PAP£RHOUSE (V- Vid«>. 
W .$13, Dec. /0 Direct~d by B,Nird 
R-. FetlliArU., Gklvw Hmd/y aNI 
a..c,_,) 

from rulily. Sh• finds that the lmaoe 
she·, sketched on a pad of~ 
becorMs the scuin& for her dreams. 
Inside the house is More (Elliot 
Spien). a crippled boy who 11ys ha's 
trapped there, and Anna diJc:o•cn 
thai the dnwinp ore affcclinJ the 
content of her drumJ. In twn. thoae 
dreams ore aiTcctin& realily. She 
even wally m-aws her father (Ben 
Cross) into her drum world. only 10 

lind that she's ma&. him • Iieure of 
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