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The good lile ol Ron Dougan: 

Amber milk bottles and bluebird nests 
JUST ABOUT ANY club worth its 

charter is going to make a fuss over 
a 60-year member. After all, there 
aren't many 60-year members in a 
position to appreciate the attention. 
Which was why Beloit Rotarians 
left their luncheon meeting the oth­
er day feeling privileged to have 
been on hand for the program hon­
oring brother Rotarian Ronald A. 
Dougan, who joined in 1925. He was 
one of the few farmers in a group 
originally comprising mainly doc­
tors, lawyers and local business 
tycoons. 

The club invited Dougan's family 
and some longtime associates to a 
words-and-pictures recounting of 
what has been. by just about any 
standard, a remarkable life. When 
the program was over Dougan joked 
through a short aw-shucks-it­
wasn't-much talk. His remarks 
were at the expense of many of his 
younger Rotary brethren who are 
balding, or bald, which Dougan 
isn't. 

A former president of the club, 
Dougan clearly was appreciative of 
the tribute. It included presentation 
of some plaques and a set of books 
on Rotary. an international fraterni­
ty that promotes such things as 
world understanding. On hand for 
the festivities was Rotary District 
Gov. Don Abrahamson, who Dougan 
said was the 60th district governor 
he's met. 

A LOT OF THE assembled Rotar­
ians were Beloit school kids during 
the forties and fifties, when a field 
trip to the Dougan farm was as 
much a part of matriculating as 
mastering the multiplication tables. 
Those were pre-pocket calculator 
days when Dougan Dairy milk was 
delivered to many a Beloit doorstep 
in amber colored bottles - the 
better to preserve the milk's rich 
flavor. 

Those amber bottles were but one 
of a few score innovations that 
made Farmer Dougan moderately 
famous in midwestern agriculture. 
Within Dougan's landmark round 
barn on Colley Road he ex­
perimented with rations to induce 
his Guernseys (lat~r crossbred 
Holsteins) to produce great quan­
tities of high-butterfat milk. To 

. further improve production Dougan 
pioneered in artificial cattle breed­
ing. That involved the formation of 
one of the first commercial or­
ganizations - American Breeders 

Publisher's 
column 

Service - to assemble the best­
blooded bulls of the various dairy 
breeds, whose semen was marketed 
to dairymen far and wide. 

In the rolling fields beyond the 
round barn, Dougan planted varie­
ties of the then-new hybrid seed 
corn and oversaw their cross­
pollination to develop ever hardier 
and higher-yielding strains. Dougan 
Hybrids were for many years re­
garded among the best in the upper 
Midwest. They were graded and 
bagged in a tall frame mural­
painted barn atop one of the highest 
hills off Colley Road east of Beloit, 
near the fine farmhouse where the 
Ronald A. Dougan family resided, 
and where Ron and wife Vera still 
live. 

IT HAPPENS THAT the writer of 
this column was, during some of the 
brightest years of the Dougan en-

Ronald A. Dougan 

terprises, farm writer for the Beloit 
Daily News. A good many of the 
pictures assembled for the Rotary 
program by Dr. Brad Ewald were 
those from the young reporter-pho­
tographer's camera. So it would be 
possible for this writer to compose 

many columns detailing Dougan's 
wide-ranging interests, accomplish­
ments, and contributions to farm­
ing, young people, the community. 

But it also happens that Rotarian 
Bill Guelzow, who has chronicled 
the lives of several other Rotary 
old-timers for programs similar to 
the Dougan tribute, composed a 
narrative, accompanied by Ewald 's 
slide show. that was very little short 
of beautiful. 

Guelzow's eulogy traced an ac­
tive, giving life from the time 
Dougan was born in 1902 to an 
Oregon (Wis.) preacher and his 
wife. Ron's father W.J. "Daddy" 
Dougan, turned from the pulpit to 
the farm where he built the round 
bam and painted upon the concrete 
silo in its center a list of the things 
needed for fanning to be suc-
cessful: CtG-oc.J cro\)~• j(. 

f'Proper storage, profitable live­
stock, a stable market, and (the 
best one) lliie as well as a living." 

RON AND VERA'S daughter 
Jackie Dougan Jackson's fortb­
commg book "Tales from the Round 
Bat n" has been previewed ex­
tenstvely in the Daily News and 
pretty much covers the things 
Guelzow detailed. So we shall skip 
to the closing part of the narrative, 
in which Guelzow quoted notes writ­
ten long ago by Ron Dougan: 

"Farming is a way of life. One 
doesn't farm eight or 10 hours a day 
and then forget it. Farming is to 
take your son over the back pasture 
early in the spring, looking for 
morels. 

"Fanning is lying in a l encerow 
trying to locate a bluebird's nest. 
Farming is walking your fields in 
late March and marveling at the 
way delicate grasses have lived 
through the winter 

"Farming is stopping in at a 
neighbor's when you have fimshed 
planting oats and you know he has 
half a day to go, and offering him 
your grain drill, so he can catch up. 

"FARMING IS KNOWING that 
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every cow is quietly working for 
you, every pig is growing for you, 
and every blade of grass is strength­
ening in the sun so that when winter 
comes, man and beast can be fed 
and warm. 

"Farming is having your children 
grow up around you, knowing their 
father 's work and loving their 
home. Farming is having a family 
center to come to as the children get 
their schooling. 

"Farming is being home for 
meals three times a day and being 
able to take off half a day or more 
when the work is slack, without 
asking permission. 

"Farming is living close to 
elemental things - to birth and 
growth; to life and death. 

"Finally, farming, I think, brings 
man closer to God than most pro­
fessions. In all the days of his life he 
sees God in the fields, in the sky, in 
the life cycle. He knows Him in the 
life-giving sunshine and is close to 
Him in the sweep of the storm. 

"IN ALL HUMILITY a farmer 
has a chance to live greatly and to 
know himself to be a part of God's 
great plan for the universe." 

That was Guelzow's windup to a 
moving salute to "Ron Dougan, 
master farmer." 

Dougan has missed a lot of Rota­
ry meetings of late because he 
prefers to care for wife Vera , who 
has been unwell . All their 63 years 
of married life, Ron and Vera have 
been each other's best friend and 
supporter. Her life as mother and 
homemaker has included a long love 
affair with music, and she is past 
president of the Wisconsin Feder­
ation of Music Clubs. (-t- N«i)l ~J 

Vera didn't come out for the 
program but their daughters Joan 
Schmidt, Pat Dalvit (and their hus­
bands) and Jackie Jackson and her 
daughter Elspeth were there. So 
were Don and Fannie Veihman 
Tuck. Fannie and her late husband 
Roy were Ron's sales managers and 
close friends for many years. There, 
also, were Ron and Georgine 
Freitag, neighbors, friends, and in 
recent years manager of the Dougan 
farms. The Dougan's son, Dr. Craig 
Dougan, lives in Portland, Ore., and 
wasn' t able to be on hand. 

-
Surrounded by family and longtime associates. Ronald A. Dougan 
read from a plaque he received Tuesday. The Beloit Rotary Club 
honored Dougan as the club's first 60-year member. Dougan's 
many accomplishments as a farmer, church, civic and youth 
leader and patron of the arts were detailed in a presentation by 
Bill Guelzow and Brad Ewald. In the photo, from left: Daughters 
Joan Schmidt, Jackie Jackson and Pat Dalvit; Dougan; his 
longtime farm manager, Ron Freitag; granddaughter Elspeth 
Jackson; and Fannie Veihman Tuck. A later Publisher's Column 
will detail the Rotary tribute to Dougan. 
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WANTED: Person with organizational~ 

secretarial skills, to help buried 
author/teacher get fil es, 
manuscripts in workable order; 
also make tea, wash an occasional 
dish. 10-20 hours a week , 
arranged. Not a bad job for 
mother of grade schoolers. 
Call Jackie Jackson, x6778, or 
528-0943 .[A~ 1ioall "Ttto\5,4 Gt- $~Y) 
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