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S~ Y"Eti.Mi~J {( L.h<J.Ve -ib,v~lled I remember when a telephone call came 
....... ,./. • ...,- . .tt-l ... I 1. • l) /_. ·"- from the nominating committee of the 
"'l>U'll~ 1 Ov' ~ 1 OWVISV~Ir ·- ~\.M Wisconsin Federation of Mustc Clubs, a 
!ef-S o..dd a1/ of l<oc.k (OlU\~, call that pleased mecons1derable. My hus-

\. 11. .,-:: 1 ,, . band Ronald and I were entertaining an-
VV n~ ,;J Sr~ed t'CA wi~COOSl~ other couple, the wife of which was active 

+({ i~ SttUt~tr, rv.:tA.ttt ~ 6 iCijdl~ tl..\ in WFMC. So when I returned to the table, 
J I blurted out the exciting news. ·'I've been 

~ la.Md 1 cwJ tu1.skf go~ -fv »1t1Xf asked to allow my name to be on the slate 
:.J. 1 . If • J of new officers for the Wisconsin Federa-
~ ib ve.Y~~~ ~) $ne uec.id tion. They want to nominate me for third 
~ka autt\ still btC:ttc.le) aJAd hl-L- vice president!" The visiting pair began 

congratulating me, saying what an excel
rui~e. ofwW t1Qr ~ COU. lentchoice,andthatlmustacceptimmedi
.h. 1 -· J I. u__ T .L d ately. But Ron, I noticed, was shaking his 
• j 11\£1..0 1V O\TTt:r. -LA S'prt< t)\ qvow head. "That"ll never do!" he said. I was 
1~ u.p w TUJ\~;l{,tt~ l..l,dll WON indignant. "How can you say such a 

0
, ......... 1 <-I.. \.·d .. ~ .J..... v' ~:~w-nd • _ .J I thing? Don't you think I'm qualified? 
""1: I'O(.lO .11lr 1.\0. 1M I tll ~·~ , WAO Again he shook his head. "No. you're. 

\WlJLu IMDt"t iM. ~ 0~ )q -1ot.tm _ really not qualified." I was dashed, and 
-----J questioned earnestly, "Why ever do you 
sk~~., c.u,W S~~ ~See.-,. f' for- think I'm not?" His prompt reply: "You 

haven't bosom enough!" 
S+ill ~ a~ ~0 ~~ ~~ ~ Those of you who have known me 
.! 'ka.ve ttever <;ee ~ -- L4 evnu c.ocal) through the years in the FederatiOn have 

- .J also known Ron. And Ron says, "I re-
li-1 e\€V'tj ~pri~, iC«2re i~ ""a~#e-ro!it( member when ..... 

9r-ee£t ~-- Tolt'arCA.) 1tu a.J~ ,,,.... .. '"' He remembers the first national conven-
"""Y4 ""11 tion he went to with me, in Salt Lake City. 

;lQ : 2D M.\i~s IU e.tJLb. ftwl4 ~ujp. ~ I was the chairman, with Edna Johnson the 
local chairman. Her husband. Frank, real

~·d Sf?'!IA.d ~ ~HqiU Wj qV'tW4tko. 4t ized there would be husbands along, and 
W:>sptfttf (Jr;, {tt~t:,J1U~1i.,u, ~OU4t', fo.{~ so he planned some activities for the men, 

· -.J for times when the wives were occupied in 
t'u -1/q /Uartkttf tU 'fW AM (Lftn.< ~~.. the business sessions. "Everything that 

happened I thought was characteristic of 
~ee wy ba..uie.l .IA4youi Tc;.~irt), I~ all conventions," Ron says, "so I wasn't 
.!.L l' M <-l. b 'K ~ '}W lfm...J surprised when the dozen or so of us men 
T'U ,) 1Wf Ut4 1 e 1 

were entertained by the husbands of the 
(1M~ d\"ive tv 0. L4~W <>p::>t O&t if.w Cq,• local committee. They took us on daily 

_ .. 1 J -·-t- J . 1 tours of Salt Lake City and surrounding 
~ ~c.tp, ~ Snu ouJ- peaa~l•,.,-· attractions, such as the Geneva Steel 
o1 ·u. CU1 110 .• ..._ /_,.A 1 Plant, the An&conda Copper Open Mine. 

Wll.LfS WIT'1 e., ... Ol.U tot CJ- and various Mormon and 'Gentile' muse-
Veufwe . .•• -r..f wet.Skk t ~}AA.\~. urns in Salt Lake, as well as the great 

1. ~ ~ Tabernacle. However- the next time I ac-
T tu H we Y'i' no s)( ~ \a r!Cs ) {, u.r r . . companied Vera on a big whoop-to-do, I 
kx CUI\ ()Cu:tStmetJ, IAOW -Yo..t-.f. and the other men were enttrely forgotten. 

We twiddled our thumbs while the closed 
t/lt€c.u\owlar/L, 0-..lAd ~ ~rvs"'es, sess10nsweregomgon Isatinaparkand 

re&uH~S., /(\'l~~er)were. poorlkj ~Y-hill ~U~.~, 
~~ ~bw..u& c6 ~ol~ev. +~~~~.5 {))0£&6 su&dt!A.l:J 

o..c~p;ut!} l)Ae .fc.r V..a.L-t 4 )11l/e tit ~ dtf!'1 
.{. ~q'4r , T~ue wa~ ~o ~c~- "!) lta-w~rw > 
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waited for Vera to call on me to hook up 
her dress, and realized that that Salt Lake 
Convention was something pretty special 
for us :d.galongs." 

From then on at all subsequent conven
tions and board meetings attended, Ron 
made himself an unofficial host to any 
of the men that weren't otherwise occu
pied. And he thought up some dillies for 
actt vlties. 

At Green Lake, Wisconsin, at my last 
board meetmg while national president, he 
gathered the free men into several cars and 
they all drove down to Beloit. where our 
home IS. On the way, they stopped at the 
Amencan Breeders Service near Madison. 
This bull stud is one of the largest privately 
owned artificial insemination organiza
tions in the world, and Ron was one of the 
founding dtrectors. The men viewed the 
bulls, heard the theory of proven sires, and 
saw the techniques of gathering semen 
(including the "artificial cow," a large 
sawhorse with a cowhide thrown over It) . 
ABS rolled out the red carpet, and the 
men enjo)'ed the grand tour. At the 
Dougan Farms, the group looked over the 
immaculate round dairy barn, the cows, 
milk bottling plant, fields, and hybrid 
seed com operations. They drank liberally 
of Dougan's chocolate milk and orange 
drink, and, says Ron, "Dutch treated our
selves at Danny's Shack before returning 
to the convention and to the waiting arms 
of our spouses. On the way back, a startled 
pheasant in the wilds of south central Wis
consin broke the window of our new car, 
along with 1ts own neck. They wouldn't 
cook it for us at Green Lake, but I carried 
it home for a later dinner, regretting that 
my Federation buddies couldn't enjoy it 
with me·· 

At Albuquerque. Ron took the men to 
the restoration of an ancient Pueblo over
looking the Rio Grande. The men climbed 
down into the kiva, saw the decorations on 
the walls, and imagined what life must 
have bec:n hke in this settlem('nt long ago 
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Ron wante~ me to see the place, so after 
the conventton we swung past. The care
taker was a Britisher, with a tall, hand
some Indian wife. The woman had only 
one ann, a bandana nonchalantly thrown 
over the shoulder of the missing ann. Ron 
had ~gun an ~~quaintance with this pair 
on hts first VISit, and we continued it. 
When we _left, the wife said, "When you 
go by Zunt, stop and tell them Annie sends 
best. wishes .·' We made a point to stop at 
Zunt, though it was off the road. The usual 
clu~ter o~ little boys and girls greeted us. 
~lhng tnnkets . Ron said to one little girl, 

Is your mother near? Will you take me to 
her?" She led him to a house where he 
delivered the message to a neat,and cheer
ful little barefoot woman. She invited us 
both in. While Ron returned to the car for 
me, she hastened inside and put on shoes 
and a white apron. Now dressed for com
pany. she howed us a picture of her sol-

dier son, a tiny Indian face in a regimental 
picture of some 500 soldiers, and one of 
her round faced little daughter holding the 
ribbon she won on a cheny pie at the 4-H 
fair in Santa Fe. 

At San Diego, the last convention of my 
presidency, Ron indulged two strong 
interests-bird watching and dairy fanns. 
Some of the fonner was done at the San 
Diego Zoo, where the men returned again 
and again into the Bird House to hear a 
mynah say, "Hi. boys!" Ron took them 
around to many a diary barn, and to organ
ic truck fanns run by the Japanese. "Most 
of the men probably saw more cows and 
more birds than they care to remember," 
Ron says, "and don't forget they also 
saw fish!" 

How could I forget? I didn ' t even hear 
of the fishing trip until after our Conven
tion's evening concert, one night, and 
after we· d entertained guests in our suite. 
As Ron ushered the last guest out the door I 
saw him tum. not to his pajamas, but to his 
old clothes. "Whatever are you doing?" I 
quened. "Going fishing, .. said Ron. It 
was midnight when the men trooped off to 
spend the night on a local fishing boat. 
They rose at dawn, had a big breakfast of 
oatmeal, pancakes. bacon and eggs. fished 
till mid afternoon, and thus fortified, re
turned to the convention for more music . 

They had more fortification in Tijuana. 
Crossing the border, they walked around 
town , had their shoes shined by about five 
different bootblacks. and ended up at the 
racetrack. No horses were running that 
day. but there was a wire service to all 
other tracks in the U.S. One could place a 
bet on any horse anywhere. The place was 
crowded with bettors. Ron decided to 
spend $20 on $2 bets; when he lost that, he 
was going to quit. Another member of the 
party knew a great deal about handicap
ping horses and enjoyed doing it. He place 
$50 each on different races. Ron carefully 
placed his $2 bets alongside this pro. and 
came back with considerably more than he 
started with! 

At a board meeting in Green Bay when 
Merle Montgomery was national presi
dent, and I was chainnan, Ron again took 
charge of the men. Their activities inciud
ed a trip to Lambeau field to see the Green 
Bay Hall of Fame, and watch the Packers 
practice. They drove east to the Lake 
Michigan shore, stopping at roadside 
creameries and corner grocery store. 
where Ron cannily allowed the other men 
to purchase the makings of a picnic lunch. 

They enJoyed this lunch at a park on 
Lake Michigan at Algoma. They vtslted 
a wmery that had been established tn an 
old brick building only about twelve 
years before, but decorated with heraldtc 
devices to give it a century-old look. "It 
smelled good, too," reported Ron Judge 
Knox Byrum, who was one of the party, 
reports that it is his recollection that they 
sampled more than the smell. at thts wm
ery. Another day they went through one of 
the famous pulp processing plants and 
came away with quite a different sort of 
sample-rolls of Charmin tissue. 

The climax of that board meeting was 
the Wolf River trip. The Wolf River is a 
tumultuous stream that in logging days 
was used to transport logs , and in modem 
times rivals the Colorado in raft trips . It is 
known as ' the Little Colorado' for the ex
c_ltem:nt people have in riding down the 
nver tn rubber two-man life rafts. Ron 
arranged with a friend who had a restau
rant and resort on the river to supply the 
rafts and a couple of guides. Ron supplied 
the old clothes: before we left home, he· d, 
filled the trunk with all the old shoes, Jack
ets and trousers he could find around the 
fann, and as he never throws anything 
away, some were green with age. He had 
plenty for plenty of men. He recalls that 
some of the travelers on this outtng were 
Je~s McQuie. Knox Byrum, Bob Dean, 
Cltfford Bond and Charles Wilson. They 
p:eceded the four-hour trip with a trout 
dtnner, then clad in life preservers clam
bered in and shoved off. Though everyone 
got wet. only one member of the party was 
actually spi lled into the river. Thts man ran 
a haberdashery store and was always im
peccably clad for every occasion. He had 
eschewed Ron 's old clothes. "and looked 
like a magazine ad for "The Raft Tnp " 
"So It was only fitttng." says Ron. 
and much more interesting to all of us, that 
he was the one who got dunked." Clifford 
Bon_d _re~alls this trip wHh pleasure. In a 
rem~ntscmg letter for Ron's and my 60th 
anmversary he wrote. ". _ .the trout 
di~ner, the view of the rapids from the 
Wtld Wolf Inn , where for the first time 
I saw Indians selling whiskey to whtte 
men, the ride down the river in the two
man rubber boats ... " 

At the Detroit convenuon, held m the 
fall, the men trooped across into Canada 
Out in the country there were roadstdl' 
stands selling sweet com and tomatoes. A 
a store Ron purchased bread and butter. 
salt, paper plates and drinks. Then the men 
descended on a sweet com stand. Those of 
you who know Ron will attest to hts engag 
tng chann and affabtlity. He persuaded the 
fann wife to boil up buckets of water for h 
group. into whtch they dropped theu 
husked purchases, and also used the water 
to scald their tomatoes for easy peeling. 
(Ron deplores unpeeled tomatoes.) The 
men appropriated a picnic table on the 
lawn, enjoyed their corn boil, and were 
butter from ear to ear. No doubt they im
proved sales at that stand- what passersby 
could resist such a sight? On that trip, Ron 
picked up a bit of granite from the road and 
was examining it from all angles, when one 
of the men asked him about it. "Oh. this is 
a stone the glacier brought all the way down 
from Hudson Bay," said Ron, speaking 
out of total ignorance. ''You want it?'' The 
man accepted it with interest, and Ron dis
covered, several years later, that he was 
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st'll carrying around this pedigreed roc 
("And who knows?" says Ron, " Mayb 
the glacier did!") 
. An .vent Ron remembers well, was eat 
mg smoked chubs at the WFMC State 
Convention in Kenosha. Thelma Byrum 
was the honored guest, and she and Knox 
drove up from Oklahoma. Wisconsin 
chubs are a special treat, and Ron wanted 
Knox to experience this favorite taste thrill 
of his It was before smoked chubs were 
sold commonly in supennarkets, and they 
had to hunt all over Kenosha before find
ing some. They bought four and took them 
back to the parking lot behind the conven
tion motel. There, overlooked from sec
ond story wmdows by the conventton 
g~rs. but out of earshot, they expertly 
dtssected thetr delicacy, using the trunk of 
the car as table and fingers as utensils. 
They dainttly hfted the skeletal rematns 
into a newspaper. Ron rolled up the orts, 
and asked the judge to take the neat pack
age to a garbage can in a nearby private 
~ard. Kno~ trotted through the gate and 
ltfted the ltd, at which moment Ron bel
lowed, "Judge, what are you doing in that 
garbage can'?" There was applause from 
the peanut gallery! Knox and Thelma re
member these events , too. In a letter to us 
on our 60th anniversary. they wrote. 

"For so long Knox and Ron have had 
close associauon within the Federation as 
well as the camaradene that accompanied 
mutual mterests otherwise. A delineation 
of these pleasantries would occupy pages. 
. . . Bemg together in the extra events 
suc_h as eating boiled com tn Canada, to 
eattng off the hood of a motor vehicle in 
Kenosha, to the fish boil at Fish Creek. to 
the dairy fann tours near San Diego, to the 
men only tours in many other areas and 
others too numerous to mention ...... 

Ron treasures the memories of his asso
Ciations tn the Federation. as I do mine. 
and as we do the ones we share. Through 
all my years of Federation act1v1ty. Ron 
has been t ny nght hand. His wit and 
often outrageous humor have balanced any 
tendency toward over-solemnity. As I ac
cepted obligations and offices, he was 
there as my mainstay and help. Now. with 
my sight failing, he helps me with Federa
tion correspondence, and has been my 
amanuensts for this series of articles, add
ing lively phrases and details , some of 
which I have been forced to censor out. 

Ron has as~ ed me to end this reminis
cence with a paragraph out of a 1937 letter. 
which our daughter Jacqueline recently 
excavated tn her researches for a book 
about the Dougan farms. In the letter. Ron 
is writing to h1s deaf father about buying 
into the milk business:" ... this is your 
enterpnse and the last thing I would want 
to do would be to perplex you in handling 
it. I enjoy my work and association with 
you. Anything you do about this is O.K. 
with me. My feeling toward you is much 
like the one I voiced to Vera last night 
about wives. She read me about a prize 
contest in wh1ch the contestants were to 
tell what sort of wives they liked in 200 
words. I told her it was too many words. 
Five would be enough. Vera bristled up 
and said, "Couldn't you write 200 words 
about me?" I said sure, but why use so 
many when five would do. "I like what 
I got." 

As you can tell by this article. I. too, 
like what I got! 

Vera Wardner Dougan 
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