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what is Acadian culture? Even that is a source oi dis
agreement among Acadia.ns. 

At times, they do seem a contentious lot, given to 
emphasinng their differences more than thm com
mon bonds. A VISitor w ho is willing to listen IS soon 
taken into the rrucro-politic:s of the commuruty. He 
learns that the people who live east of the wharf are 
a distinct group from those to the west Their ances
tors Intermarried with lndians - 'They have a dark 
streak" - and generally do not intermarry With 
Acadia.ns to the west, who live Within a mile or 
two of them. And if a man named Cormier is asked 
if he is related to a Corrruer in the next town, be 
might KY 110, that the other person's ancestors came 
from one place, while his own ongmated some
where else. It turns out that 400 years ago, the two 
Cormier families lived 40 miles apart in France, and 
they still do in New Brunswick. 

On a somewhat larger scale are the divisions 
between the Acadians of the Moncton area and thetr 
northern relatives on the Acadian Peninsula. Both 
regions lay claim to being the capital of Acadia and 
feel that the trapp10gs of such should pertlln to 
them. Moncton has the university, but people on the 
peDIDSula have the population. 

Eventually, one gets the feeling that were 1t not for 
the constrairung effects of thei.r history - for the 
inward pressure exerted by the ma)Onty population 
- Acadians would scatter themxlves. One New 
Brunswick writer. Richard Wilbur, has mentioned 
"the distress10g disunity that continues to plague 
New BrunsWick's French-speaking cornmuruty," 
calling the result "a self-inflicted genocide." If the 
squabbling continues, he warns, it will be hard to 
stop ·1, S«<nd grand ~rangerrwnt." His chotce of 
language is stronger than that of other Acadian 
writers, but the Warning is a common refrlWI 

On one pomt, however, Acadians are unarumous: 
they are Acadian. For generations, that awareness 
has ovemdden a host of difficulties, and there IS no 
reason to think it will not continue to do so. As 
Martina Dugas explauu, 'The best way I can put 
it • . bemg Acadian to me is the same as religton ." 

Bernard TMriault is a bit more specific. ' 'Some
times. I hazard the same question for Chinese or 
Italian or Spanish people: why do they have the 
specific need to keep thetr language or thetr culture? 
We cant explain it, but I couldnt conceive that 
one day. my children would not be able to speak 
French "Th&\ault ISoptirnistlc citlllgdemograpluc 
studies that show stability in New Brunswick after 
a 2Q-year decline in the number of people who con
, ider French their pnmary language. 

An tome Landry shares Thlnaulrs opturusm ~y
mg hiStory IS on theu stde. ·we·re the oldest whtte 
people on th15 North Amencan contment; we were 
the ftrSt white settlers in 1604. We have roots Ill thts 
country We survtved out of the expulsion. and 
today we still exist, the Acadians strong as ever 

And the roam reason for that? Simple says Lan
dry ''You cant get out ofthe Acadtan mmd the fact 
that they're Acadian . Never Never " • 
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