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NEST MAY NOT ~E IN DANGER BUT A BRANCH SURE \S! 
THIS lSSUEFEATUR£SONEOF 
PAT DALVIT'S FAMOUS CARDS To 
RAD: HAPPY BIR1l-\DAYl RO~! 
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198~, 
MAY2.o Isn't it time someone 

organized Ron 's May 
April JO 1 1986 

birthday Sing-A-Than? 
/Professor Jacqueline Jackson 

816 North 5th street 
Springfield, Illinois 62702 

~KSQ(htv' ~ PajJs (a~ 
IS oduoJI~U. bo~t> DMI~ 
l <:N :2. pIa; (?€1- pute > '50 

~IS \JPYSlCM. ~ be l¥6.-e 
crowded; esp. si~ .r~vs+ 
$CiOte:ze 11.-~ ~~eu.<;, 8ur91JCi\ 

Dear Professor Jackson: 

As we believe you know, Springfield Public Schools - District 1186 would 
like to purchase additional land adjacent to ;1cCJ.ernand School . 

We are privileged to serve as the attorneys for District !186, and L, 
that capacity, we are currently researching a nurrber of items which relate to 
exactly wt the best possibilities mi<jlt be for such expansion. 

As you nay also know, District U86 has been advised that the Becker 
Family Estate at 830 North 5th Street is available for sale - a.,d it appears 
as though that parcel would fit nicely into the District's plans. 

In researching sanga.110n O::>unty land records relative to a possibl~ 
transaction on the Becker property, we have discovered that you are beL'Ig 
charged real estate taxes on a strip of property that lies betw~n the Becker 
property and the District 1186 property that is presently being used as a part 
of the ~!c:Clernand School program. In fact, those records see:n to indicate you 
are being charged real estate taxes for considera.:;,ly r.ore than just the strip 
to the "EAST" of the Becker property - above and beyond those taxes which are 
rightfully assessed on your property at 816 North 5th Street. 

We are advised that you do not wish to sell your property - and that 
you want to remain the owner and primary resident of 816 North 5th Street foe 
quite sorre tirre to come . Naturally, we respect your \Jishes in that regard -
and 'we want you to know that District tl86 ..,ants to work with you in eV'ei' 
possible way to help arrange for the expansion of MO:lernand School in a ·..,ay 
that is consistent with your plans for the continued maintenance and full 
enjoyment of your property. 

O.lr research to this point, however, does seem to have uncovered t.'lat 
you are being chargP.d real estate taxes on r.ore than your lot at 816 tJorth 5th 
Street. In fact, it appears that you are being assessed real estate taxzs for 
a narrow strip of land that runs from t.he NffiTH BaJNDA!~Y OF YOUR r.or ro A 
FOINl' N:RT!i CF EVEN 'l'HE "BEX:KER PIVP~TY". It is difficult to i:nagi.:le that 
the narrow strip would appeal to anyone who did not already own adjacent 
property. Even rrore i~~p>rtant to you, it is difficult to i;:agine that anyone 
would want to buy that narrow strip of larr.:l (whenever you might ultirately 
decide to sell your property at 816 North 5th Street) . 

NOW At T 7. ,3 A SHriTY LtTt=:.R~ MID l~llLT\~\ 
s~\d:)IL r K~ d-ta.t 'tWA P£Ut'wt tz,.X~ 0>1 ~ 1k ed l;. ~w.se a:t 
'ei~N F·~~ is Att,~d. b~i s4cclt.(a\'d at side cbac~. A~\{~~c.ljo 

In light of the foregoing, it would 8ee:ll in the best interests of all 
co~erned for you to quitclaim any interest that yoo might have to the narrow ~'{ ll.:~ ~it.wfo a.oot.IAC'l'\-1&. Sd<ccl) t. J:w:u it-~-
stnp of land (N:RTH CF YOOR PR)PERTY LINE) to District 1186 - so that ,you .J 
could hereafter avoid the persistent and unnecessary cost of real estate taxes *'vt.Ueu.\uO IU ~VI.WP 
on that parcel. · v 

Please give us a call - and let us krow when it can be convenient for 
you to rreet with us at the property so that we can discuss these matters in 
greater detail amd nake certain that the District tl86 plans are proceeding in 
a . way that you believe is acceptable and appropriate under these 
cHcurrstances. 

We look forward to rreeting with you - and to continuing to work with 
you in every possible way. Thanks for your interest and your guidance. 

J' ~ ~re Yel~ 
"'l'~'lf t.t,' ~ s~ 
crou:t u \ lOJ..e\. ~ 

Pa-tt ~ctra. ~ 
UtWt -b bu-tt 1-

JAB/tl 

ex:: Dr. Donald Miedema 
Dr. Charles Matthews 
Dr. Jarres Cheery 

· lington & Bill' 

~2e lrl.4tt ~,IOL~ e S D~~J .f.r 
pb.~~r«UA ti, T~ rafrk, r~ 
se 11, D.tA.d :r ~c;o OW"' c.v 

M'tr-cw f;)tf1·r at- b.vd Wti~ 
Mr. Adolf Mantei 
Mrs. Betty Legg #le otfter3, So~ i~~~ btt~~~~.)~~ Ct.,ltQX 
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O.K . Boys,-start FORME~SlG.OWNE~ 
rom:cting up the \S ALIVE ·~ELL AT 104 
f.(en 's Glee Club. Spfld. A ~cod {a.ll·otrf' ~of-_ 

1 

o.ll ~is pro~"! brou\..a. t's ~:::rJ 
VJO.S~\Io.~i't.f1J -tb~N~ fo..i..,'s 
d®q\U-et-1-o~o..,~ ~ N.t=.,<d-o OOMeJ '61'-ftM. 

Sefid. TheJI~f"tMW 
b claw shsws ~ 4-
pt-o?etiies ~ c;cl-\ool 

cove.+s->~~ ~+rir 
~~ ~reo..~+o"'i~ 
+o <!i~\1&- ~ OUJI.\, (It 

IAAS o.o:~ to o..~ o Y 
eo~ hxJSe>lo~jer:-e..) 
1 hi~ a, law~ wt...o ,."'. 
s tSh T OWH OWt.t ~ +¢p IO 

feet, CSIX'lt\ <iil"RE.ET 

1~11 ~ t9'7o, 1s "'hve • ~11! "JJ po..id Q. vi~ it 
~ ~a. ~~v.tat-a.ble +ll\4e. S~eo..l~s IL-t-

-bAc\M -1-o, bu.l"-tt.o..+ l~t4<nro.:t~su ~ ""''" 
er;fu" Qw.te~d ,~fCfJio..\l J"J's ~4 1.4X)l'( 

io Su,Jo~~LU\tt,>• ~'1Miwe ~te WCt.S o.~j 
b"rtA'ffi.•iA;9 s~)~{lqund t'J, f. Wl.S' l~ 
elf~ . M 11\0 ! '514~ 's ( 'ttli I, ~ lA eeQ; o..lc.Xllllf.r 

~0. \t~ a.J, w;s bhtjld"-61~ t.a..le.r't . .r. 1/1 

';30VI~lf'Ctea.Li.-t;l~~e~ ~';~~!Jt ~ 
will~ AU "H<aAI.te ~~to- 4ct..~v-oou.tS'! 

ABE LINCOLN A1 i \' 
S¢1~. No.~A~~ fo.,\-t ~s ~ 
~('e L.X1S txuQt ,·lA lgS<=J> o 
~ LiV\cd~ l4l<l e"'terl'>.i~~~ 
o~ce. I ~owl'..t\Ort' ~i~ .-u ~ 

I./i~t. i"',o.s we \Ia.~ ~ 
st~ .:t woJ 'I( OlA. or 

GETS ALL A's ~ 
T?t~. Q.~/l\o..t..L "Ja..c.lC<solA. 

"-o. $ iAoJ 0.. v. c; uc:.ces ~ f't..,Q > €

. ---- ... ·---- ---·. ~~~r a.*- lJ.M~~- J2~v.o . 
' 
: ~ew ecw;tt-Oc-hQ.... ·------

~~ 1 ' ' '/ I New : Ci 

o ~cr o ~ \~~: ~ 
----~~-i-~~ ~~/1~~-'----------~' -

Ff f!TU s-·t REEl 

(1elo t'-h~"ie ~I ~ve pa.\A ks o~Aa.l\ o+i+ for a. totcJ of 

~ yQa.rs') ~lAi"e'IW i+-hve1 ~feet a.~ AS ~ood a.s l.O>~'~" ~ loc.t· 
1 k_g ~ Sc:-"eol.l)o I.~ ive ~UA a. T't~kt~ ~? A~d bf SonouvdeJ SPEAK\NG OF GLEECLUBS··· 
cnt.'3sides? ~1.\ f Hi~es6u!g;-./t. Auch·~ ~t-'<1 fw;piYeJ ~~ 

The Glee Club re uses 
f..tpA.~Id to sing for Ron. dvcir of ~<:1."4144p~iLAVo.le~Uio\,·~H~~ Sckol~-
Gkt - ' . - rvs ,w~e \(iJs c..uiM -6p hoW>VS o::!teveve.r~~o,l4iS 
Ho.W 0.1K.\i"'9 .fo.r 100 SlVqt'rS to'(' .(o.1J > 'i". "[);J tOO S'tit" ~ ~ 

tlo .!2.5 ~ No. ISO~ No. ItWJ.L //2. a.w:l~.tow ~ = J 

o((;,C£CJ..ls Go.Ye.1-..,.~i~ -lo +iLAc!O..'f'Q)IM la.~e ~ ~" +o 
ho~ e.~~~ 1 to f't6Ch'c~ i\A. ~ •, o.~ou:.t' Ys- o+ 
~ 5dt~l} frlilg cntt.fc:<" c.k,t-uSl <"ctq~_, 
Au~Y~ ~ A";a 6.v llltl~ of-tew>'e s1Jqevs 

Ct'-~ <Jld)S Ccull\~ '"\X.\~~>-bo 1 ~,. Dm-\... 
,)la:,Yed)l(. lhl(~ 'Pou..l dUJci~~ ~ EJ.lN L "~ers) 
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ELLIE GRADUATES 
'D,MOU\H JUNE g 

MAKES FRENct-l·lNTENS\VE GARDEN 

Got any othe 
ideas? 

_Mlr'·l)~-ris Jlld(Sovt, S.C.~; MuJ,~ ~ 
'tf.u ,·r k.~e $o l ~ ~ u ~ckr '4l "1' a..t if.c.Q. if' UQ.u.r 

. ' 
. 'pltl.c-e ~·vt j~l~a." (r<?lft&, iUt61SI~~~ 
~,i..l ~ ba.dLL(a.nd: 'nli~~ be~ i~.t''pillou.s:· 

.. ·· .. ·· "fWl rec;olts o..v-e '• pvoJure ,.utetA s',ve ''-lok of V«f .. 

~i~ ~~ 4 s!UaQ..Q s~e. J'ac¥SO&-I ,Mvdge are U«..V 

L Q $ E 5 .fri.tt~t~ ou.X LQ)~:~ c;uc.ka. ~rdeu Is a.bo 
FAN G 5 ·· wo~k (·\.k.~et.t ,·"e.. ·· 

&"C?. ~ ~<Gr-~ LAnS +leah~ ~~--...,..~ 
dowu '\fu.~GMJ"U&V. ~ U..V 
I,U&i.> G-t~s;~ ~ rcteu .(d l ~ 
a_ si'Je at ker ~- (&~~at 
scrn.t>at ufJ,.o K~d~ou:) h>r 
t+~ te&. Tk'1 W0"(> rJ 
tt1!¥J ~ ~qrat). £<,lD4f~ 
sk>c.o lter pe.n"®e«i t~ 
UL1t1arnt~. E.~NL ~ 

• atl't!:f requ.(ar Uf~S Ol-1 

~ .. , • : · ~w'ltu ti.upl1Ws ~ do,~. 
~.. . 1ft~vl <;cy-r~,C~ssJo. ~ 

·~ -:TERE ~ Y WeN~ 
· DY, Gt LliAN AND 
~ACI(\E (•AL) GO 

DOWN THE SAN WAN 
R\VE:R.IN UTAH ON AkAFT tW 23 -2' 
Bl~, Wah.. 7:-b LUll-~ Q. ~n::w.d ~V?lit:~ <6 CS~e.h
t.,-; ~) CUAd> ~ ~ £d u.AlQ ~ -h ~OLp ~ <;c~ '6 
4fu ~tq~l\cju.h d..t IAA.)(-\- t<;<; ~ of E~~l (Jua... 

~e,~ to~ Or a Children's Chorus? f,~of 
ttuA \c;s~ ~ LOSES 
COULDN'T hALL ()\/ER COW 
P~~~,~.H-. M~·s TAb 
c~w~~ }JouaJv.c«. Mlp~.~ 
~Ut~~~~ ~~·l)iA ~va.~ ~ t.lJ.. A~~~ at 4AM 0~ ~ 
e~aJ.)u:o.s a. s~Lt) a.~ Wg ttW s-r~ > TA.u4."is ~eill ~loSt-b.~~ 

.f.o r~~. Ua:jttl-'.lctJet!~ ecw~.C~'u.ske"f$.)A~~~~is4 t!u6~.tt.~ 
ct---btJ-~ectskvL41ls ~ ~~ /il4-ktj~ ·Lt-~o~,~\&Se~ 
~ca,r~. «p td ~K.v.us ffu t )J Nl.. ~J. Cdu.;~ s~ 
sLt::tte~''Ia$lCed:'StttJ ~tiAo.~eld cJ-i&t 
~ttU)f£~Covld~- ~ ~}~~~flli:t{ .. 

tc.exe L..oae D! >> le~'<; Ccutet,of~!6t 
'W~NALV\GIL ~aMCtf~f~P~ 

&lo't l &_T'lj evell\t~ to I~ -e.~ Ct:W ! ) 
~~~Cl.~~ ~3T'M,ot.t~S I~ 
c.eot-\ q~ ttw ~ ~WI~)~ ev~v- 'fel~ 
~teit.t~~~ ~~~b9oeJt& "'-

t~z~.fo~.s-lktll~ fre~ ~-&~ 
Hu "~ ~~1(/.ua.& 5~· S~~GU~$1-t.U.~ 
.C.~vt.~evf' ~imt ~ o.:t -t"rei,bofi.es), ~mqe> tt:ht"qld'l 
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I 
CotM.pet;+,·~ o..c; ~ Wes~ll\ U.LU.pe.t'.+~ ,~ .. \bWS +o t.o~'t.\ ll.( ~+o.l ~ . ..-JII~If 
ttteLcl-,.iQS 1.\~ +i~. 'f?e~ ~ ~$ ~ kslkt beeV\ re,ce\~ lfi' 
w ~~ t'olltt VIS'rl-eJ -:Tc. .. ~.,.., l~ ~~~, .. re!.10vte.d ~IWMJ: 
~hAACM~~~ul)bakd po1abs,ek:.(a-l~ tre(X>"r+~~q~~) _ 

(.1.)€\).}~.dvVtstH~A-l:h~, 'kotdo ~,~ 'Poll'i'~ ~ The Afton Philharmonic , 
Y'eo~~. ~ ~>"(o~'sie..ovflxf-eo~Ah!stt'' mi~-t be avai~able fohr ~on 

I• • thd y s~ne-a-T on • ~L~esbU"9,llt Matlj AAA\ ~e ~~ pregt,~! ~B::.:~:.:.r~:::.::a:;_..:::.::.:...:;;:........_&---: 

~ Pat 'tA:t.lvt+ ~rh ~o~ }Jc~~ ~ ~ure 
~swall>~erau-d ~' ((~ut-eWo~~) Ycua~ WIJ Vvb~n .JJ 

.f'~tt"1fCtp?lis New~~ .f.rD~iT~~ 
~.U~e: ~317 8/lti:t:.Ave S'. jMipsM)I 

C. lJA (p~jc;.~ -
-v'5~7. ~·) 

MtJ,Sovl Ldo. 'Ide, ~ak's Wot&t..~ 
-Cu.-law, a~ W !:!Q. ~ ~ 
~~ f:o:t2-3~ckw:>r-K~~ ... ~ 

NEWS NOT KNOWN HE~ETOFORE 
~tr:i~~ Ye~-to_li\.¢~le~-E~I~~Me~ o.

WA:rcf~ G-:l\ \4M T ac.(<s~ ~ d i l' lo4.o. ,.k Yff.c:tJ· 

\1\ i-Q<M of~~~ <b.-.pl~ dr fu 'Pfe· 

sc:ribeA tt)~e I~ S'~L~ 14.'!i"e~(~, 1'•~' i4 

do now~ 

OGl~ 
10 ~AM~ e~~. ~ ltU.vlt coot vuoo;eJ) i-n:es 

S'r«vjed J ~rdeiA ll:>'k>-h'tleJ.> e.-k. Lo~ fd ~-~ 
~t.U. a..ll,hu.h;:kita ~~T .LfcM!~!II'llll"''""~· ...... .......,. .. __ -~'"·-~~ 

W~e ~lew'\\.
V\lVl9~~ ~ 

·\ 11\Cd v4rl'e~ ~&+-&lo'rt Be~iks ~uH 'Pol.{ c., Jl. 
c;it•~ Gtn.u.t~Gvrw.tp) Ber-t 
Pyo..~ ~s, +oc ; J"'o • ~(G. ; 

~ 'Lt>U~$t Klll'fl'} -o~~; 
-llta ~u.!Ht. Slcf.'flWH1S, MV'tld 

'PJIJ, •o~rs./Togt~.es+ 
~'$ ~MffJ..t 

__ .;-.;_ ____ _ 

FIRST VENISON ~-&. pd-v~ o~OM-
i;i....JJ"t"<t,~. ~le ;,. ti-• l<..'rENNL·Wt~ .... 
n" Gil.~ ~~tel: tiA.~F(IJA.tit'1Div,c;tCn-1> ~~~~'s~
NriA.i ~·"~ (W· t\<1\o\ t.Jd.S;• :rM bet'~1id1tJ ~ he£\~~~ 
siw ~-r~ {J loA 

.• and you say these nuns 
will do anything 

for money~ 



BLESS YOUR HEART! 
~ ~N~L-tllMu ~~fua:l-~dre 
~ ~~ ofp~Le !~e u::Uc~ c, B)ess ~(' 
ltcnrt .I , a.ud ~ tffic ~. T~e ~ ~ 

~a su.h-9~re >-fttose ~ 9:Mj/'~kss 
L{OUA (;-\tie ~ea.v-t! 71 (DI1'liA~~4.J'' ; 
Of .. ~ .Q.;;ID..p kr.aAi .• , ~ ~ IA\Ie 
~ ~ ~@pe ~<;,a..y 
u<Bless~ ~\-t ~ its~ 

The over ture i s 
about to begin ! 

Ull.r"MA 1Ct- . 

~ b~t f:nevJs 
~ '' bless Lfo<.tA 
~" (J:U-tro+ 

s~ tf«t:t tuu-t of 
~bec,t-~ 

~ c, tl?.e..c,s ~ 

~~~) 

THIS JITM MAY BE THE MOST VAl: 
UABLE1lHNSYOU ~~AD ALL SOMMER~ 
\he ..,ot?leltt-~-~ Wl!C 'So:i-t be OJ-1 w;> -6 t1er€S b h> 
riJ ~ lrvM af FLEAs. Pur a. s~lcw pu. of de
fe,..'lad ~ CTl\ ~ ~ of-idR tt& -t~fe<k1 l'l:dU· Bz...J 
o.~enat ~'t4p low OVer (;t~b:trebu.Ur! K€>ep cu a. II 

I've never performed with ltl~llt. 111e 
tap dancing nuns before . . tlQl.~ ~ 

.... ____ ...-:..-~---:-- juw.p at~ 

l~ltt,~ll '"~ 
~r')t~d~. 

'Rep~Y~uh~ 
-tv~~~ 

----- .f.la:t-fne.' 

No problem if it 's 
televised ! 

~ . ~r~m 
. . . AA ' I.-··"-

1 ·~ 



COOKS 
IN GAR
BAG~CAN 
~Ycl1es Nat.&-
v~tLAt, ~ ~f-.f~L. 
'(~ t'.{,tu.\, &Jd-
wll.1.~CJiat~ 

S'r~,c,.>~ 
~s~~ • eou~ tu 
~it~d~ 

9~-JetJIU 
~·e"~il-. 
~~G,,-. T. 

OJr·~~ d"eN 
~~A~ 
-lb tUee-+ ~"
~~~~. 
I-ii'"'-b ~td' 
slopP'J joes.foro_ 

picu~ .]t.te ~ / \ /. / 

~e wi~c; 5wa!p-'\ "~ 1 f\P~~ I~~ 
t""f ~ ~ o.W4ZJ~ 
m~s,htr~ s-bte 
~~rrf~! 
lJ.)i'#4 C.~~6i~t t'~1tMII~+-r 
PI~~ e. Jc.l.IA4P loW 6 IIADO\.\ 
r res+-~~ a.r-ticJt 

\ I I 
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SPEAKlNG OF TAP 
DANCING· .. 
~e~\(. Cve-9;·1 de.. 1ho+~l4 3i 

) ) 

ts ~~ uce ~ -kp 
~ seMt ke.y4.t.t ('I'\~ q¥1~, 
~-\a.pa;~~ 
~.~C)~~~ap 

((,r~~(;~,Q,) ~l4k! 

MORE ~N<!lwG- · · 
l'hiLJ.eJI?I..itt A~~-
~iw~~~&.t.r.e 
~~~~Ptt>-b!SlJs 
~~·~ktpUs,ww. 
AND MUSlG· ., 
~ ~ S>~tja. YAC!, 
w~ b~ fjl~ top~ 
.far-Gr. g ~t\pa.J <:$\ ~ 
LAQ.W~tWA~)~ 
~ piO.VO ! ~'tJ.s bC&tf~ 

~'ret~ lM. ,l.W.,-s~ ~. di'C'>\Ie. d" 

-.b~r.~ t"u~ VaJ.A. ~ 
~je1 i~ pvcc.ria~Jili?U-~ ~~ 

s~ CCUA o.CCD~~~~ ~ S-tz~ 1\Ut~~ 
~ ~~ 6V~r cow) s ~oVfd t'UI

l>'Mt!G f,~er-t.+~ ~A. ~a.~e 
c..tw-) ~~~ \\~v-s+c..,. -h:>i&l~> 
+ ~~~ 5lo{?PI.4 \ es! Pt'c:"-tc o 
~C:4tl.o'4lro, ~ ~ ~ 4Jr ~. A. • 

;..,,\00\\· ~ ... - -t.. 9•· +d • r 6 "'""" 

Q C .... ~ .. e .. D-s:.,~!. 
There ts no more engagmg example of that ~nse 

of self than Donat LaCroix an mdependent mshore 
fisherman based tn Caraquet. He tS a striking man, 
over six feet tall. spare with an mtrigumg. weathered 
face and a receding hairlme that fmds compensation 
m a long shock of hau off the back of hls scalp 
LaCroiX looks a good btl younger than his nearly 
50 years His father also a ftsherman, sent him to 
Laval Umverstty tn Quebec so he would not have 
to make his living on the sea. The hentage, however 
was strong: LaCroix walked away with an engineer· 
ing degree in fisheries. Following graduation, he 
taught for a number of years at the Memramcook 
Branch of the Uruversit~ de Moncton, during which 
time he became known as a singer and songwriter. 
For two years, CBC in Moncton hued him to host 
the television variety programme Pistroli, whlch 
was aired on the Atlantic network during the winter 
and went national during the summer. Well on hls 
way to a professional career, LaCroix began per· 
forming throughout eastern Canada. 

''He could have been famous ,' recalls a friend, 
"but he was dying. So many people around him 
saymg, 'You do that, you do this. lt was not Donais 
style Donat likes freedom. and this is why he's a 
ftsherman " 

LaCroix's professional career ended in Montreal 
on the rught his thlrd daughter was born. He was 
scheduled to sing. and he did. but it was his last 
performance. No job, he said, should keep a man 
away from the birth of hls daughter. Returning to 
Caraquet at the age of 41 , he bought permits from 
a retuing fisherman and took up the trade of his 
father. Hecontinuestoentertam, but at a pace of his 
own choosing. ''Singing is my life," he says, "I refuse 
to let it be my death. I am not a singer; I am a man 
who sings" 

ln truth, he is a fisherman who sings. Every morn· 
ing for half the year, he gets up hours before dawn 
and goes out after whatever the season provides. 
Ounng August, he long-lines for cod. In the first grey 
light of predawn, he pushes his 20-foot launch, 
which he built hlmself, into the sea from the sand 
beach in front of his brother's house. By that time, 
his brother Leopold is already a mile out in the foggy 

dark. pulling sleek mackerel from a gill net. He has 
a cooler full of them waiting as LaCroix motors 
alongside. The mackerel cut into triangles will 
become cod bait The brothers make small talk for 
a few minutes then head off tn opposite directions 

Fifteen mmutes later, LaCroix amves at his ft.rst 
buoy Tying to it. he sits on a wooden box and cuts 
hts bait When he has a bucketful. he stands in the 
bow and pulls up the longline. It has been sitting on 
the bottom, 23 fathoms down, for a day and a night. 
It has a hook attached by a leader every four feet or 
so. He begins to pull himself and the boat along the 
line, baiting each hook as tt comes over the gunwale 
and removmg the ftsh that have been caught - cod, 
hake, sole, a few mackerel, rarely salmon or tuna. 
Many hooks are empty. Some of the ftsh , having 
swallowed hooks deeply, have died and been eaten 
?Y crab; they come up as ghostly skeletons shining 
tn the dark early waters Occasionally, the crab 
themselves are caught or starfish of brilliant colours, 
sea urchlns, skates, bits of coral and pink sea an em· 
ones still attached to their rocks. LaCroix likes this 
part of the job: "It s always a surpnse box " 

As the sun rises. the day turns warm. There are 
other boats scattered across the calm sea . Hump
back whales break the surface and the silence with 
the rush of their breathing. Seagulls gather, hopina 
for scraps. He talks to them. enjoying their com· 
pany, warnmg them off the batted hooks. Despite 

his efforts. a gull IS sometimes booked, and LaCroix 
has to kill it. Then he drags it along behind the boat ; 
as long as it is there no other gull will come near. 

Cod feed at dawn and dusk. LaCroix has two lines 
to pull, each about a mile long. lf he gets to the fust 
one early enough, he can clear it and drop it in time 
for the dawn feeding. Then, after pulling the second 
line, he comes back to the first, in effect doubling 
his take on that line.lt makes for a long day - three 
miles of line, a hook every few feet. As the hours 
wear on. LaCroix's motions become slower more 
mechanical. His tiredness shows. He says he feels 
it mostly in the legs and knees, standing in a rockina 
boat aU day. Does he like it out there alone day after 
day? "Oh yes. Out here. you can think." Is he glad 

page, I turn a page" 
Finally, after eight hours. he is finished. He mo-

tors toward shore, anchonng 200 yards off the 
beach . His brother comes out tohelphlm clean the 
ftsh . They slit the bellies and yank out the viscera 
carefully setting aside the larger cod livers alonp 
with the stomachs. They will make a liver pat~ with 
onion greens and spices, stuff it into the stomachs 
and boil them in a stew with potatoes and other 
vegetables ' 'lt looks terrible." says LaCroiX, ' 'but for 
me, there's nothing better in the whole world." 

Soon the boat is slippery with slime and guts. One 
cod is particularly large, more than 100 pounds, and 
together, the brothers heave it into a box, creating 
a splash of various liquids. "It's dirty work," says 
LaCroix 

"But the money's clean," notes his brother. 'When 
you ftsh alone. you've got no boss. It's just you and 
the ocean." 

And. one might add, the fish plant, where LaCroix 
sells each day's catch. lf he averages $100 before 
expenses, he feels he has done well. His indepen· 
dence, much as he loves it, is hard-won. 


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007
	00000008
	00000009
	00000010
	00000011
	00000012
	00000013
	00000014
	00000015
	00000016
	00000017
	00000018
	00000019
	00000020
	00000021
	00000022
	00000023
	00000024
	00000025
	00000026
	00000027
	00000028
	00000029
	00000030
	00000031
	00000032
	00000033
	00000034
	00000035
	00000036
	00000037
	00000038
	00000039
	00000040
	00000041
	00000042
	00000043
	00000044
	00000045
	00000046
	00000047
	00000048
	00000049
	00000050
	00000051
	00000052
	00000053
	00000054
	00000055
	00000056
	00000057
	00000058
	00000059
	00000060
	00000061
	00000062
	00000063
	00000064
	00000065
	00000066
	00000067
	00000068
	00000069
	00000070
	00000071
	00000072
	00000073
	00000074
	00000075
	00000076
	00000077
	00000078
	00000079
	00000080
	00000081
	00000082
	00000083
	00000084
	00000085
	00000086
	00000087
	00000088
	00000089
	00000090
	00000091
	00000092
	00000093
	00000094
	00000095
	00000096
	00000097
	00000098
	00000099
	00000100
	00000101
	00000102
	00000103
	00000104
	00000105
	00000106
	00000107
	00000108
	00000109
	00000110
	00000111
	00000112
	00000113
	00000114
	00000115
	00000116
	00000117
	00000118
	00000119
	00000120
	00000121
	00000122
	00000123
	00000124
	00000125
	00000126
	00000127
	00000128
	00000129
	00000130
	00000131
	00000132
	00000133
	00000134
	00000135
	00000136
	00000137
	00000138
	00000139
	00000140
	00000141
	00000142
	00000143
	00000144
	00000145
	00000146
	00000147
	00000148
	00000149
	00000150
	00000151
	00000152
	00000153
	00000154
	00000155
	00000156
	00000157
	00000158
	00000159
	00000160
	00000161
	00000162
	00000163
	00000164
	00000165
	00000166
	00000167
	00000168
	00000169
	00000170
	00000171
	00000172
	00000173
	00000174
	00000175
	00000176
	00000177
	00000178
	00000179
	00000180
	00000181
	00000182
	00000183
	00000184
	00000185
	00000186
	00000187
	00000188
	00000189
	00000190
	00000191
	00000192
	00000193
	00000194
	00000195
	00000196
	00000197
	00000198
	00000199
	00000200
	00000201
	00000202
	00000203
	00000204
	00000205
	00000206
	00000207
	00000208
	00000209
	00000210
	00000211
	00000212
	00000213
	00000214
	00000215
	00000216
	00000217
	00000218
	00000219
	00000220
	00000221
	00000222
	00000223
	00000224
	00000225
	00000226
	00000227
	00000228
	00000229
	00000230
	00000231
	00000232
	00000233
	00000234
	00000235
	00000236
	00000237
	00000238
	00000239
	00000240
	00000241
	00000242
	00000243
	00000244
	00000245
	00000246
	00000247
	00000248
	00000249
	00000250
	00000251
	00000252
	00000253
	00000254
	00000255
	00000256
	00000257
	00000258
	00000259
	00000260
	00000261
	00000262
	00000263
	00000264
	00000265
	00000266
	00000267
	00000268
	00000269
	00000270
	00000271
	00000272
	00000273
	00000274
	00000275
	00000276
	00000277
	00000278
	00000279
	00000280
	00000281
	00000282
	00000283
	00000284
	00000285
	00000286
	00000287
	00000288
	00000289
	00000290
	00000291
	00000292
	00000293
	00000294
	00000295
	00000296
	00000297
	00000298
	00000299
	00000300
	00000301
	00000302
	00000303
	00000304
	00000305
	00000306
	00000307
	00000308
	00000309
	00000310
	00000311
	00000312
	00000313
	00000314
	00000315
	00000316
	00000317
	00000318
	00000319
	00000320
	00000321
	00000322
	00000323
	00000324
	00000325
	00000326
	00000327
	00000328
	00000329
	00000330
	00000331
	00000332
	00000333
	00000334
	00000335
	00000336
	00000337
	00000338
	00000339
	00000340
	00000341
	00000342
	00000343
	00000344
	00000345
	00000346
	00000347
	00000348
	00000349
	00000350
	00000351
	00000352
	00000353
	00000354
	00000355
	00000356
	00000357
	00000358
	00000359
	00000360
	00000361
	00000362
	00000363
	00000364
	00000365
	00000366
	00000367
	00000368
	00000369
	00000370
	00000371
	00000372
	00000373
	00000374
	00000375
	00000376
	00000377
	00000378
	00000379
	00000380
	00000381
	00000382
	00000383
	00000384
	00000385
	00000386
	00000387
	00000388
	00000389
	00000390
	00000391
	00000392
	00000393
	00000394
	00000395
	00000396
	00000397
	00000398
	00000399
	00000400
	00000401
	00000402
	00000403
	00000404
	00000405
	00000406
	00000407
	00000408
	00000409
	00000410
	00000411
	00000412
	00000413
	00000414
	00000415
	00000416
	00000417
	00000418
	00000419
	00000420
	00000421
	00000422
	00000423
	00000424
	00000425
	00000426
	00000427
	00000428
	00000429
	00000430
	00000431
	00000432
	00000433
	00000434
	00000435
	00000436
	00000437
	00000438
	00000439
	00000440
	00000441
	00000442
	00000443
	00000444
	00000445
	00000446
	00000447
	00000448
	00000449
	00000450
	00000451
	00000452
	00000453
	00000454
	00000455
	00000456
	00000457
	00000458
	00000459
	00000460
	00000461
	00000462
	00000463
	00000464
	00000465
	00000466
	00000467
	00000468
	00000469
	00000470
	00000471
	00000472
	00000473
	00000474
	00000475
	00000476
	00000477
	00000478
	00000479
	00000480
	00000481
	00000482
	00000483
	00000484
	00000485
	00000486
	00000487
	00000488
	00000489
	00000490
	00000491
	00000492
	00000493
	00000494
	00000495
	00000496
	00000497
	00000498
	00000499
	00000500
	00000501
	00000502
	00000503
	00000504
	00000505
	00000506
	00000507
	00000508
	00000509
	00000510
	00000511
	00000512
	00000513
	00000514
	00000515
	00000516
	00000517
	00000518
	00000519
	00000520
	00000521
	00000522
	00000523
	00000524
	00000525
	00000526
	00000527
	00000528
	00000529
	00000530
	00000531
	00000532
	00000533
	00000534
	00000535
	00000536
	00000537
	00000538
	00000539
	00000540
	00000541
	00000542
	00000543
	00000544
	00000545
	00000546
	00000547
	00000548
	00000549
	00000550
	00000551
	00000552
	00000553
	00000554
	00000555
	00000556
	00000557
	00000558
	00000559
	00000560
	00000561
	00000562
	00000563
	00000564
	00000565
	00000566
	00000567
	00000568
	00000569
	00000570
	00000571
	00000572
	00000573
	00000574
	00000575
	00000576
	00000577
	00000578
	00000579
	00000580
	00000581
	00000582
	00000583
	00000584
	00000585
	00000586
	00000587
	00000588
	00000589
	00000590
	00000591
	00000592
	00000593
	00000594
	00000595
	00000596
	00000597
	00000598
	00000599
	00000600
	00000601
	00000602
	00000603
	00000604
	00000605
	00000606
	00000607
	00000608
	00000609
	00000610
	00000611
	00000612
	00000613
	00000614
	00000615
	00000616
	00000617
	00000618
	00000619
	00000620
	00000621
	00000622

