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Lewis Dalvit 
:'\lost concert paLrons\'bualize him in white lie~ 
in hand. 

For thousand.., of <.,chool children, lu~-=~;::d piper 
cnthusiuslicall~ leading them into u world of music. 

To the peopk of Juck...,on, he i:-o one of our most bclo\'ed 
cit izc ns-u man who coni inuul h gl\ cs of h 1m self to his 
communi!~ and to hi!-. adopted ~lute. 

Few men or" omen hu\'c contributed us much to U1c cultural 
enrichment of their cit~ as has Lewis l)uJ,·it, conductor of the 
Jackson Symphony Orchestra since 1965. 

\\l1cn Lew and his ,,;fc, Put, came to ;\lississippl, U1ey found a 
community orchestra with a ht dget of 828,000 which 
performed four lime'> each o.,cason. "What made me decide that 
.Jackson wa.., the place for us ''us the enthusiastic and 
dedicated s~ mph on~ supporter..,( met here. I liked them and I 
lil<ed the cit.\ ·· Lc\\is says . 

Today, under Dah it's <lircclion, th~ orchestra SCT\'CS as the 
State ~~ mphony, performing almoo.,t 50 conccrL'> each season 
from Hernando to Pascagoula. \lore than 400,000 
;\11!-.slsslppiuns heard the ,Jucl<..,on ~ymphony or one of its 
ensembles perform la!-.t !-.cason 'llte orch estra's budget Is 
8700,000. (!foT ]:'LAstt -h. t:-NNL.: ll ~001 000 NoW) 

Lc'' Is recognized us u national leader in music education. It 
was his idea, in 1967, to hcgl n classes In violin, viola , cello and 
buss in the public schools . Toda~, the .Jackson Symphony 
string prognun is considered one of the best In the naUon and 
was presented by the :'\utional Endm,,ncnt for the Arts to 
Congress a!-. an example of the proper usc of federal funds. 

Lew Is dedicated to gi\'lng each l'ltild the opportunity to know 
und enJoy the art~. lie feels \H ar~ educati ng "only half Ute 
child"' unlc!-.s we integrat e music, dance, art and U1e 
humunit ie!-. Into the !-.Chool curriculum. 

Bccau!-.c of hi!-. dedication to cdm·ution In the arts, Lew has 
taught music upprcclutioncouro.,es ut Belhaven College since 
1965. 

;'\ot long ago u newspaper reporter wrote un article on 
promlncn t people and their "best friends." Lew named Pat as 
his longest and dearest "best friend." 
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ROAST; S.IlU- CON 'T. 
But , come June, th ey leave the pine hills oDlissis.<,ippl for tl1c 
rough hewn coast of :-\ew Brunswick There, taking Uu·ee 
summers and doing most of the work themselves, they built a 
home which in many respects resembles the ,Jackson house in 
style, simplicity, refinement and peace. 

During U1e M1mmcr monU1s, l11c Dal\'i ts play hO!>t to l11c people 
l11cy loYe most: their daughters, ,Jackie and Stephanie, and 
the ir husbands; Lew's mother; Pat's parents and s isters; as 
well afoo musical llgures and fi·iends from across the l: nitcd 
States. 

Lew's dedication to the arts has led him to become the 
founding fatJ1er and director of l11e St. Andrcws-bv-thc-Sca 
Performing Artfoo Center ncar his home in :\cw Br~wswick 
Canada. ' 

A \'Crsati lc musician who has distinguished himself both at 
home a nd ~broad,_ Lew most recently was featured guest 
conductor for the oOU1 anni\'crsa.ry celebration of Radio City 
Music Hall in ~cw York Within the past vew·, he has 
conducted for ~likha.il Baryshniko\', Leontyne Price and the 
International Ballet Competition. 

Lew's ultimate ambition Is to make symphony, opera, dance 
and the ,·isual artfoo accessible to alll\lississippians. To this 
end, he devotes his efforts to expandi ng the programs and 
acli\'ilics of the Jackson Symphony. 

lanatllar PIInG, Dog II howllngtr ....... 
NEW YORK (AP) - Composer Kirk Nurock's Sonata for 

Plano and Dos was a howling success, even though the per­
formers were not unleashed. 

The piece, which features three dogs. had Its debut Wednes­
day at Carneste Recital Hall. The avant-garde composer said 
tbe piece was Inspired by a Sidney Harris cartoon for tbe New 
Yorker mapzine. 

It showed a woman at the plano playing from sheet music 
UUed "Sonata for Plano and Do&" With tbe woman's pet howl­
Ing along. 

Thirty-two dOll were audlUoned for the tbree parts. 
"Most were too noisy or lnattenUve," Nuroclt said. "but a 

handfulleellled Interested In maltla8aounds wltb tbe plano." 
Cb01e11 for tbe performance were EmUy, a wblte female 

moqrel; Sasba, a male Siberian bUlky 8Dd Terra, a female 
Wbo Is pert collie, pert IOiden retriever. 

Each dol howllaepuately tor tbe ftnt tbree movements or 
tbe IOData. and join voices lor tbe fourth. The performen were 
ODIIIIe wltb tbelr OWDel'l, wbo held tbem by a leab. 

'"AIDt or people laUib at tbe DOtloD," Nuroclt laid,...,.. fta 
' . I OUI piece." 
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by Sandy Hoefler 

T 
he tables, chairs, counters, beds 
and every inch of floor in her 
home is swamped with paper. 

School papers that need grading, letters 
that haven't been answered, newspa­
pers that haven't been read. 

Jacqueline "Jackie" Jackson is sur­
rounded by paper. The written word. 
The written word Is her life. 

Sometimes, it literally Is part of her. 
"I don't lose my hand," she quipped, 

maldng a quick note on the back of her 
hand with a felt-tip pen. "And I do lose 
Q8per." 

Jackie Jackson Is unique. She Is a 
writer. Not just any writer, either, but a 
writer of fantasies and ghosts and 
make-believe. 

You get the impression that when 
Jackie comes home at night and un­
locks her beveled-glass door, she steps 
through the looking glass Into her own 
wonderland. 

Her house Is a kind 
of mini-castle, a Victo­
rian hospice that shel­
ters visiting friends 
and provides a back­
drop for her Imagina­
tion. 

some good by having them get it out," says. "This doesn't mean I'm agatlllt 
she said. skills. I put the idea ahead of the skilll." 

There are some topics that are par- Writing has always consumed 
ticularly special to Jackson. Jackie's life, ever since the first time 

"There was a mother who spoke to she picked up a pencil. 
me personally, and a teacher who told "There Is a tremendous creative sat-
me about the same situation, where a lsfaction In writing, in .Jbowj~ the 
llWe boy, I guess in the fourth or fifth making of things," she says.7. ou're 
grade, began to cry during a program showing creation with God, so to speak. 
about adoption. and cried and cried and Xiid It you can produce thlng9 that oth­
cried. ( rt VJM f(o <L avovce P'"'-"<~rs enjoy and are moved by to laugh or 

"He didn't write, but he began to talk. to cry . .. 
And it was the first time that he had "I think that I'm a communicator, 
been able to give expression to his feel- and I've always been a communicator. I 
ings; he had been holding it all in. believe that communication Is tremen-

"That mother wrote me a letter and dously important, and writing Is one of 
said how grateful she was to me tor the best ways of communication there 
doing the program and giving her son is ... of sharing, of self-revelation and 
this opportunity that finally came to coming close to other people." 
grips with the problem and that because JackSOn grew up In Beloit, Wis., and 
of it they were now able to talk about It" attended Beloit College and the Univer-

Every fourth week, the program is sity of Michigan. She began teaching at 
set aside for students to help Jackie SSU when the school opened in 1970 
read other students' 1)8pers on the air. and brought with her the radio pro-

THE 
gram, "The Author Is 
You," that she started 
while teaching at tbe 
University of Wiscon­
sin. 

The name was 
changed when WSSR 
began airing the pro­

"I love a house with 
something always 
going on," she says. 

"You need to be an 
active and an enthu­
siastic participant of 
life in order to be a 
writer ... a more ful­
filled person." 

WRITT.EN 
gram nine years ago. 
Some of the content 
has also changed. 

"Down here, It has 
become something 
quite different from 
what It Is up In Wis­
consin, because here 
we're a community 
and up there it's 
spread all over the 
state. It's become a 
much more homey 
sort of thing down 
here. 

ORO Her work is to 
make better writers 
out of children and 
adults. Jackie has 
written 10 books; she 
teaches literature 
classes at Sangamon 
State University; and 
she Is known, by her 
reckoning, to more 
than 1,300 children in 

For fiction writer Jackie 
Jackson, spreading that 

word is her life 
"Writing wasn't 

particularly encour­
aged when I was in 
school. There wasn't 
all the encourage­
ment that there Is the area from her 

"Reading,+ Writing 
aad Radio" program on WSSR. 

Every day, Monday through Friday, 
at 9 am. and again at 10 a.m., Jackie 
goes on the air and discusses topics -
that sometimes are controversial -
and then encourages ~tudents to write 
about the topic. 

Each week's pro gam deals with a 
different topic, including such Items as 
adoption, death and divorce. 

Dear Jackie Jackson: 
I'm going to take your advice and 

write about my mom and dad's divorce, 
so here's my story. 

"I try to make a variety of things, a 
variety of programs and moods,'' Jack­
son says. "I believe that we should be 
able to write about any topic, so I try to 
make a blend of light-hearted topic~d 
heavy-hearted topics." 

The program, however, is not just to 
get children to write. To JackSOn, writ­
Ing is a "therapy," and the exercises in 
the programs teach children how to 
shape their thoughts and be imagina­
tive people. 

"Even If a kid keeps it very private 
and doesn't show anybody, it's still done 

She also attempts to finish decorat­
ing her two "literary" bathrooms. 

One is Alice in Wonderland decor 
and the other, a half-finished Ear­
thsea, the magical kingdom of wizards 
and dragons and mystical powers ere-

now with creative 
"Wehavealotofkidswhodon'tshine writing and young authors, things like 

in other sorts of ways but who can write that. So my parents encouraged me, 
something that can be used on the and an occasional school teacher was 
radio," says JackSOn. happy to see that I was writing. But it 

"By radio composition, many, many wa;:~·t part of the curriculum. 
kids get recognition and their place in I ve got a very strong feeling about 
the sun that they no lly don't get oth- ) kids' creativity, because I've been the 
erwise." :a.; £6-flwu~ 5 ( witness of so much of kids' creativity 

, . being squelched by school systems and 
You d thmk, th ugh, after eight years adults. 

and the hundre of pieces of work that , , 
have been sent to Jackie, she would for- What I m trying to do with kids Is to 
get the names of students and what they get them writing early and to get them 
used to write. to love writing. So often they are 

.~\\•.. turned ott to writing, very rapidly, 
Not so. , • • ,.. because of all the thou shalt nots and 
She has saved every paper sent to her the skills, tenses built around subject 

resulting from her suggested writing ex- matter and things like that. 
ercises. Some of the material has been "Uving Is such an adventure, and I 
used In her books. get so frustrated when kids are bored. 

She often recites her favorites, the I think kids are being gypped by sitting 
ones she says have "loads of vigor to an in front of television Instead of doing 
Idea," while she fusses about doing things that require their own guts and 
other work. their own energy, and they're being 

. She doesn't care about the spelling, gypped by having things done tor 
e1ther. them." 

"A kid who can scarcely write and 
spell might write something that is 
really a very good composition but that 
is being dragged down by his ski lis," she 

ated by author Ursula LeGuin. 
Occasionally, she'll sneak into a 

local hotel for a swim. 
But to Jackie, her work Is her play. 
"I don't like being this crowded,'' 

she admits. "But many of my creative 

JackSOn does have a few activities to 
get away from her work. She paints 
her home, rides a bicycle, takes long 
quiet walks or works out on her porta­
ble rowing machine. 

projects are play. Why can't you play 
at your work? That's what I do. 

"I'm one of the finest writing teach­
ers there is," she says. "I care about 
kids. And I care about kids' creativ­
Ity." 
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