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a\ tas~rophe on Camel_'s Hump,"ftliurther study of soil cliemis
\t:/ wh1ch Will appear m the No-~ to determine in more 

vember issue of Natural His- detail bow acid rain might be 
tory magazine, published by harmful to trees. "One of the 
the American Museum of things we've discovered is 
Natural History In New we know very litUe about 
York. forest soils," he said. 

U.S. defends Midwest 
against acid rain s~udjr 

WASHINGTON (AP)-Reports BUT KATHLEEN Bennett, assis-
~t Midwestern power plants have tant administrator of the Environ-
~n shown to be principal contribu- mental Protection Agency, said that 
tOrs to acid rain in the East are nowhere in the 1,200-page document 
"incorrect and irresponsible," the were there any conclusions linking 
Reagan administration said Monday. acid rain with Midwestern power 

The administration attacked a re- plants. 
port in Science Trends, a trade "Time and again, the document 
n:ewsletter, on a draft study by 50 points out major uncertainties in our 
scientists who have been studying knowledge about the transformation, 
the causes and effects of acid rain transport and effects of acid rain," 
for two years. Bennett said. 

"The new findings strongly sug- Scientists who have worked on the 
gest that pollution from coal-burning study began a two-day meeting Mon
uWitiea, primarily in the Midwest, is day in Raleigh, N.C., to discuss their 
killing fish, destroyin~ lakes, findings. The document, which is a 

l 
damaaing structure~, dtsrupting collection of individual papers, must 
ecosystems and potentiaJly be submitted for scientific review 
threatening human health, both in and public comment before it is re
this country and Canada,'' the leased as an official report. Bennett 
newsletter said. said that would not come before 

'----~-----------------~--------~--~ March, 1~. 

WHILE mE administration was 
criticizing the study as an uncom
pleted document, environmentalists 
were praising it as added evidence to 
indict Midwest utilities as major con
tributors to acid rain, which has 
been blamed for the deaths of hun
dreds of lakes in the Northeast and 
Canada. 

"This is just more confirmation of 
growing evidence on the acid rain 
problem which the administration 
refuses to accept," David Hawkins, 
of the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, said after reading the 1,200-
page document. 

Environmentalists have been 
pushing for a bill that would clamp 
additional controls on sulfur dioxide 
emissions from Midwest power 
plants, controls that are opposed by 
the administration on the . grounds 
that not enough is yet known about 
acid rain. 

The study said that since 1950, 
emissions of sulfur dioxide in the 
Eastern United States have more 
than doubled and electric utility coD
tributions have tripled with the lar
gest increases coming in ~ Mid
west. Sulfur dioxide is thought to be 
a main cause Of 8cid rain. \ 
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