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Dea.F€$..t ,Uvf..t-1€ --
I hope you don't love Coeur d'Or 
much that you stay there always. 
bearable when friends are near. 

'J"(Jr,t.e 2..6 (. Q-3. 
& the Dougan t~e farm so 

Dog Days in Spfld are more 

A friend of George's tried to ingratiate himself w y'truly & 
brought a rawhide "bone." (Fool fishes w rubber worms,rd bet.) 
If you ' ve grown big enough teeth at July's end, you may have 
it . I hid it behind the radiator in the upstairs bathroom . I 
am not easily fooled . I have buried a real bone w marrow under 
my white Dogwood tree between our screened porch and O'Shea's 
Law Office next door . We ' ll split it. Think it should be ripe 
by August Oneth. 

Congratulations on your continence, You may be eligible for a 
grant or an award from the Golden Stream Foundation. They sent 
me a little medal in early spring of 1978, but then they took 
it back in September'after I got excited at the Vet's the day 
PC returned from Canada & came to take me home. I was so happy 
to get out of that cage and go HOME, I piddled on a fat lady's 
fat nylon toe sticking out of her fat shoe. Lord, what humili
ation . Everytime I see toeless shoes,my sphincter sphincts. 
Control is everything , Muff. 

I ' d get another Vet's opinion re: heartworm. A pill a day is 
the pits - prune pits ; July 4, Labor Day, Halloween & Bird Day 
are for Oreos, no pills. 

/ 
Muff , you have somewhat to learn about gophers. They do not 
live ON the lawn but in big wormholes UNDER the lawn. Inci
dentally , some people think the name, g o p h e r, is derived 
from that of a tribe of lady Amazons in s. America w the vivid 
appellation , Gofopagos Hernandes. In truth, it is an Helleni
cized(sic) name originated by a peripatic & mind-wan~ring 
Greek filosofer who mentally miscrossed o's & f's w ~. He was 
bivouaked (sp?) just outside Sparta and seeing the Iittle tykes 
hurriedly go fer their holes during a fierce lightning storm, 
he hollered, "Go fer it! Go fer it!" They did. He raced to 
his lean-to & jotted down the happening. Thus, this tale ends . 
(Positively makes mine wag. I love educated people!) 

You & Coeur d ' Or had better tell JJ that one can't fall flat 
on Collie (preferred sp . ) Road if one dog-trots -not jog-trots. 
Some mistress , all brains and no sole. 
PC has told me about the Dougans; if I were with them, I ' d 
be nice , too . Now, to the point. Much as R. Dougan is to 
be admired , there are a few things he may not know. I give 
you this info to pass to him in a rare & quiet moment of 
privacy - his ego might impair if Vera or Coeur d'Or or JJ 
or Elle overheard . When you drop a radish or a turnip down 
ANY hole , you hold it by the tail. When eating a radish or 
turni p , you MUST hold it by the tail. If Ron thinks that 
the radish in the sink pipe was a problem, wait until he 
has one in his gizzard ! Also , tell him that the last time 
George Coutrakon worked on the sink trap below the garbage 
disposal , the Community Hospital emergency treatment for his 
thumb cost $125. 

I trust you have told Vera nice things aoout me. Tell ~r 
I dance fairly well on my hind feet. I lift my paw when 
told , "Shake ! " I permit Blossom & Willow to enter the door 
first, and I patiently sit & let them eat first -unless 
there's chicken: Pe tells me abou that. At times I am will
ing & I try hard to give up my canine habits, . ~l~ neither I 
nor Rome can be bilked in a day. Tell Vera that I am seldom 
depressed & am a gay (in the best sense of the word) dog, I 
feel sure I might win her heart. 

I have been at the little country house for a week and more 
while the town mausoleum has its floors oiled and varnished. 
I have fond memory of the day you decorated the big, old, 
black bay w~·nd w cushion . It was a perfect express~on of my 
sentiments , a I couldn ' t have done so well. My s~ghts are 
all right, ut my aim is a little higher. -Write soon . Your letter 
refreshes . ~ 
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